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tips for teens who want to write and get published
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BOOKS

Jessica Abel & 
Matt Madden 741.51 ABE 
DRAWING WORDS AND WRITING 
PICTURES: Manga, graphic novels and 
beyond
From crafting a story to lettering and laying 
out the panels, master the foundations of 
visual storytelling in just 15 lessons. 

Moira Anderson Allen 808.02023 ALL
STARTING YOUR CAREER AS A 
FREELANCE WRITER 
This is an effective guide providing aspiring 
writers with all the needed tools to get their 
names in print and to earn a healthy income 
from their writing. This second edition is 
revised and updated to cover online writing, 
newspapers, columns, the international market, 
copy editing and teaching. 

Michelle Berry & 
Natalee Caple, Eds. 819.3208 NOT 
THE NOTEBOOKS: Interviews and new 
fiction from young contemporary 
authors
An exciting collection of original short fiction 
and in-depth interviews from Canada’s most 
celebrated and innovative young writers.

Dave Bidini J 808.02023 BID
FOR THOSE ABOUT TO WRITE: How I 
learned to love books and why I had to 
write them
Dave Bidini’s “tell it like it is” approach 
describes the hurdles and happiness of writing 
to aspiring writers. 

808.02  CAN
THE CANADIAN WRITER’S MARKET
An authority on who publishes what, and how 
best to bring your work to their attention. 
Also includes listings for literary agents, 
awards, competitions and grants.

REF 070.52025 CHI
CHILDREN’S WRITER’S AND 
ILLUSTRATOR’S MARKET
Up-to-date information on hundreds of 
publishers of children’s books, magazines, 
games, puzzles, poetry, plus information on 
contests, awards and more.

Beverley Daurio 819.1309 POW
THE POWER TO BEND SPOONS: 
Interviews with Canadian novelists
Collects interviews with Canadian fiction 
writers and provides an in-depth look at 
their working practices and their literary 
obsessions.

Marilyn Dumont 819.08 INI
INITIATIONS: A selection of young 
Native writings
Filled with winning entries including poetry, 
poetic prose, fiction, non-fiction, biography, 
personal essays and songs from the Aboriginal 
Writing Challenge. Aboriginal youth (in two 
age groups, 14–18 and 19–29) were asked 
to write something that recreated a time in 
Aboriginal history.

Jack Gantos 813.54 GAN GAN
HOLE IN MY LIFE
The author relates how, as a young adult, 
he became a drug user and smuggler, was 
arrested, did time in prison and eventually got 
out and went to college, all the while hoping 
to become a writer.

Christina Hamlett 808.23 HAM
SCREENWRITING FOR TEENS: The 100 
principles of screenwriting every 
budding writer must know
The title says it all! The book is a wonderful 
series of one page, easy to read articles on 
specific aspects of screenwriting. 

Victoria Hanley 808.3083 HAN
SEIZE THE STORY: A handbook for 
teens who like to write
Tips, tricks and writing exercises from an 
award winning author. Write creatively and 
explore all the elements and responsibilities 
of fiction.



Walter Dean Myers     808.02 MYE
JUST WRITE: Here’s how
An award-winning author guides readers 
through the writing process, and includes 
examples from his own works and writing 
notebooks, as well as outlines for writing 
fiction and nonfiction.

Hal Niedzviecki 700.835 NIE
THE BIG BOOK OF POP CULTURE:  
A how-to guide for young artists
Reclaim cultural expression through the use 
of the tools of modern media: print (self-
publishing zines, comics and books), video 
(making movies and shows), CD (creating 
original music) and the indie-paradise of the 
Internet (websites, blogs and video games).

808.02 NOV
NOVEL & SHORT STORY WRITER’S 
MARKET
Offers information on book publishers, 
magazines, literary agents, script houses, 
writing contests and conferences, and gives 
all kinds of publishing advice.

808.025 POE
POET’S MARKET
Lists more than 1,800 editors representing 
book publishers, literary journals, university 
quarterlies, magazines; also provides 
information on grants, contests, conferences, 
workshops and more.

Mark Todd 070.5 TOD
WHATCHA MEAN, WHAT’S A ZINE?: The 
art of making zines and minicomics
A complete how-to guide for teens on 
personal writing and self-publishing in the 
form of zines. Includes tips and tricks from 
creators at the forefront of the zine revolution, 
including John Porcellino, Dave Kiersh and 
Allison Cole.

Elizabeth Harper & 
Timothy Harper 808.02 HAR
YOUR NAME IN PRINT: A teen’s guide 
to publishing for fun, profit, and 
academic success
Offers tools and advice to help young writers 
break into the writing world.

Kathy Henderson  808.02083 HEN
THE YOUNG WRITER’S GUIDE TO 
GETTING PUBLISHED
Includes listings of magazines, contests and 
online publications for young writers’ work. 
Answers common questions on subjects 
ranging from cover letters to the perils of self-
publishing.

Heather Holland, Jessica Hein   810.80928 GIR
& Carol Kauppi
GIRLSPOKEN: From pen, brush & 
tongue
This collection of creative works is an 
exploration of young women’s identities, self-
expression and voice.

Paul B. Janeczko & J 811.00809 KICR
Christopher Raschka 
A KICK IN THE HEAD: An everyday 
guide to poetic forms
Acclaimed poetry anthologist Janeczko and 
Caldecott Honor illustrator Chris Raschka 
present lively examples of 29 poetic forms, 
demonstrating not only the (sometimes 
bendable) rules of poetry, but also the spirit 
that brings these forms to life.

Steve Krug 006.7 KRU
ROCKET SURGERY MADE EASY: The do-
it-yourself guide to finding and fixing 
usability problems
Steve Krug’s expertise and step by step guide 
in this book on web usability will change the 
way you think about web design.

Walter Mosley 808.3 MOS
THIS YEAR YOU WRITE YOUR NOVEL
Do you need some inspiration? This is an 
encouraging little book to help you get started 
on that first draft, with practical tips to refine 
your writing. Best-selling author Mosley 
provides basic instructions, along with helpful 
insights.

The Write Resources continued...



torontopubl ic l ibrary.ca

MAGAZINES and 
WEBSITES

brokenpencil.com
BROKEN PENCIL: The magazine of 
zine culture and the independent arts
Reviews the best zines, books, websites, 
videos and artwork from the underground 
and reprints the best articles from the 
alternative press. Also includes ground-
breaking interviews, original fiction 
and commentary on all aspects of the 
independent arts.

theclaremontreview.ca
THE CLAREMONT REVIEW: The 
international magazine of young adult 
writers
Publishes poems, short stories, short plays, 
graphic art, photography and interviews twice 
each year. Most of the work published is by 
Canadians, but submissions from 13–19-year-
olds from anywhere in the English-speaking 
world are welcome.

campnanowrimo.org
CAMP NANOWRIMO 
An idyllic writers’ retreat right in the middle of 
your crazy life.

merlynspen.org
MERLYN’S PEN
Read the top 1,000 works of fiction by teens, 
submit your best work, track its progress up 
the editorial ladder and get feedback.

cicadamag.com
CICADA
A YA lit/comics magazine fascinated with the 
lyric and strange, committed to work that 
speaks to teens’ truth.

nanowrimo.org
NATIONAL NOVEL WRITING MONTH
Home of the National Novel Writing Month, 
a yearly program that occurs over the month 
of November. Writers are encouraged to 
produce a 50,000 word novel to be submitted 
by the last day of month. Includes areas to 
post excerpts and share your word count 
in-progress as well as community forums and 
pep talks. Free to register. 

newpages.com/npguides/young_
authors_guide.htm
NEWPAGES: Young Authors Guide
A select list of literary magazines to read, 
places to publish writing, and legitimate 
contests.

thescriptorium.net/young-writers
SCRIPTORIUM SCRIBBLES
The young writers’ resource webzine.

shamelessmag.com 
SHAMELESS
A progressive magazine rooted in feminism 
and DIY culture for teenage girls, who are 
underrepresented in the mainstream media. 
Accepts submissions.

teenink.com
TEEN INK
Offers teenagers the opportunity to publish 
their creative work and opinions on the issues 
that affect their lives.

poets.ca/youngpoets
YOUNG POETS (from the League of 
Canadian Poets)  
Enter the world of poetry. This site offers an 
ezine (Re:verse), chat room, discussion lists, 
contest information, articles, interviews, links 
and much more.
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