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THE WAY IT WOKS ON PAPER, TilE EGLIN1"0N FLATS AREc IS A llECiiliATlONAL DREAAl 

The Eglinton Flats, a 15\1 acre was te'::.n · 
that ha!l been Jymg fallow since i was floud
ed by Hu:<Jcane Hazel in 1954, v. ill <>OOn be a 
place to hike, wade, "picn,c, study 'lature, or 
play football, soccer, softball oi tcnni 

The Metro parks department and thr ra 

ough of York plan a mas:.ive recreation ar"a 
.for the flat • which are dhnclerl mto quad
rants by Egli.nton Ave. and Jane St. 

Landfill o~ratlons are under way on th£> 
oorough of York quadrant, 40 acres south of . 
Et:Unton and eas.t of Jane St. 

york Mayor Philip Wl:Ute said m an inte.r
tew tl'lat the •bat plan.s to s nd $bOO.fJOO 

developing the p.u · ~ .,fl 

Fa.dlities r ~ include socct>r ;wu 
footbaLl lields, a softball diamond, b.ikil1g 
and jog15~.;· ·-~;. •~..,..' : rourts, a wadi~ 
pool .,-:;! picnlc and nature study areas. ln 
'·'-:ter. the park will pro-VIae a~~.:.::: ~lope, 
toboggan runs and a skating rink. 

Between the traffic on surrounding roads 
~and ~-recrc ... :.:.. ...... ....__ ... '~buffer zone wit, 

I to 
r " ' p anna::! }'.1r ·wg tl pr(' · <J 

' l(ll) ( 

\,-:u te sa1d ~ar .v Can~Q.an records s:-.ow 
that John Graves· Simcoe, the firs.tlieuten 
ant-governor of Upper Canada. stopped at 
th~ flats on a portage between 'l'orouto and 
<korglan Bay in 1'193. 

" We may .keep this in mind if we change 
the name of the area.'' White said . "The 
word 'flats' JUSt doesn't hit me right." 

Before Hu.rr;cane Hazel, which claimed ~ 
lives and caused damage e-stimated at 
rrullion, lh area ~as u ed for ve.ge 
gardi!lls. 

"Farmers owned th land and grew ocni 
and radish~ and tmngs lil<e that before ht 
Jloods," explained. H. Savage, Yor :U 
1r.tl r~•eatkm cot n\i.:;s.Jol'er. "Aftfl' 

hurncane the · Metro Toronto a.u 'Re 
Conserv<~~:.ion >\uth()rity acquired the fla *' 
M8~"',. WhlU; -: ·I he hopes the n 

cvu~.am ~ ... ..ot:ot again w"'"' tht r a'tdQa 
area is openect; .. wan. to divide a 
of the land in '"<iividU& ~ ..... .: ..... !"lots 
g or c • ..::-~. ,"he ;;<Li.,. 

ProposaLs for the sout.hc <:1- quadrant of 
flats have been approved by York's 

nd 
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Weston · Indian 
burying ground 

.I 

village, voted to prevent the 
recurren ce of this tragedy by 
rebuilding Weston on the 
east side of the Humber 
along the Plank Road. 

TODAY, to the uninformed 
observer, the Weston 

area seems little different 
from the rest of Metropolitan 
Toronto. The Weston 
Historical Society must be 
given credit for dispelling this 
illusion with its reprinting of 
the History of Weston by F. D. 
Cruikshanck and J. Nason, 
originally published in 1937. 
It makes clear that 
throughout the years since 
its founding in the late 18th 
century, Weston has had a 
turbulent and independent 
existence from the 
metropolis to the south. 

Like many towns and cities 
in southern Ontario, Weston 
owed its existence to its loca
tion on a river. The Ojibway 
Indians used the Weston area 
as a burying ground. After the 
area was first surveyed in 
1785, John Countryman in 
1792 erected a saw mill on 
the west bank of the Humber 
River near the site of the pre
sent town. The Weston area 
was covered with rich stands 
of virgin timber. 

Throughout the early 19th 
century, industry was at
tracted to the growing village 
of Weston. A brewery, grist 
mill, blacksmith's shop , 
several saw mills and even a 
disti l lery were operating in 
t~e village by 1850. 

Weston was plagued by 
severe f looding of the 
Humber in the springs of 1842 
and 1850. The flood of 1850 
was particularly devasting to 
the community. Every house 
and shop in this compact 
community was washed 
away or damaged by huge 
cakes of ice. Shortly after this 
flood, the inhabitants of the 

With the increasing 
development of the village, 
the residents began 
numerous social , religious 
and educational institutions. 
In the 1830's, the first public 
school was established 
under the direction of Cap
tain John Pirritte. As Weston 
grew in size, larger elemen
tary schools were built in 
1860 and 1912. 

The Weston County Gram
mar School was opened in' 
August, 1857 which eventual
ly evolved into the Weston 
High School. A number of 
village churches such as 
St. Philip ' s Angl i can , 
Westminister Presbyterian 
and Weston Methodist were 
founded during this period. 
Fraternal brotherhoods such 
as the Loyal Orange Lodge, 
the Independent Order of 
Foresters, Masons and Odd
fellows played a major role in 
the community. 

With its increasing growth, 
Weston was offi cially incor
porated as a village in 1881 . 
At incorporation, the village 
had a population of 965. By 
1935, the population had 
risen to 5,040. After incor
poration, Weston erected its 
own town hall in the centre of 
the village in 1883. In 1899, an 
electric light system was 
established by the village. In 
1910, a waterworks system 
for the village was com
pleted. 

The book emphasizes the 
important role of the in
dividual in developing the 

!YESTO!l 

community spirit still present 
in Weston. The History of 
Weston ensures the efforts of 
these people will not be 
forgotten. The Weston 
Historical Society is to be 
congratulated for its efforts 
to preserve and promote the 
history of Weston and its 
people. 

The History of Weston, 
published by the Weston 
Historical Society to com
merate Ontario's bicenten
nial in 1984, is available from 
Squibb 's Stationery, 1974 
Weston Road at a price of 
$10.00 per copy or from the 
Weston Historical Society, 
P.O. Box 151 , Station A, 
Weston, Ontario M9N 3M6 at 
a cost of $11.00, post paid. 

CWY 
youth exchange 

C ANADA WORLD YOUTH 
launched its 1984 recruit

ment campa ign with the 
news that 800 young people 
would be partic ipat ing in this 
year 's youth exchange pro
gramme. 

CWY, funded in part ·by 
the Canadian International 
Development Agency and 
now in its 13th consecutive 
year, is looking for workers 
and students between the 
ages of 17 and 20 who are in
terested in learning about 
development and cross 
cultu ral commun ication in 
both Canada and a develop
ing country. 

These young Canadians, 
joined by an equal number 
of exchange country parti
cipants , will spend 7 
months living and working in 
vastly different cultures and 
communities. Small teams of 
CWY participants, each with 
a Canadian and Exchange 
country Group Leader, in-
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MEIC SURVEY: Community & Language Rights 

YORK BOARD RESPONDS 
*School and . Community Organizations in Every School 

*Borough-wide Chairmen's Council 

*Transportation for French Immersion Students 

Le.tter from the Board of Educa
tion for the Borough of York 

In response to your request for 
information on community and 
language rights in the schools, 
we are pleased to reply to your 
questions. 

In general , the 13oard of Edu
cation for the 13orough of York 
has maintained community 
affairs as a high priority for sev
eral years. In the future, you 
might like to ask the question as 
to what initiatives have actually 
been made by the school boards 
in Metropolitan Toronto to 
involve their communities. It is 
sufficient to say, however, that 
this Board has made several key 
decisions in recent years which 
illustrate its commitment to 
strengthen communication and 
to provide opportunities for par
ticipation hy the community. 
For your information , a few 
examples of 13oard decisions in 
the area of community affairs 

inClude : 
(a) designation of community 
schools; 
(bj appointment of community 
relations ' officers ; 
(c) appointment of a supervisory 
officer in charge of com·munity 
affairs; ' 
(d) im plcmcn ta tion of Heritage 
Language Programs; 
(e) the granting of approxi
mately 2000 permits per year 
for the usc of school facilities; 
(I) the establishment of several 
programs in response to 
community requests; 
(g) development of curriculum 
which reflects the varied ethnic 
backgroun<:ls of children within 
the Borough; 
(h) acceptance of a large number 
of recommendations for change 
in the system in response to the 
multicultural nature of the 
Borough's population; and 
( i) support of the Block Parent 
Organizations. 

Specifically. in response to 

your questions: 
I . Community Rights 

Each school in the 13orough 
of York has cstabl ished a school 
and community organization to 
facilitate community involve
ment in school and · board 
decision-making. To ,support 
these organizations, the 13o<.~rd 
has provided financial and 
human resources as well as an 
extensive resource and informa
tion kit for each member. In 
addition, "News and Views", a 
13oard publication, keeps all 
school <.~nd community organi
zations informed or current 
matters relating to community 
affairs. 

Several matters have been ref 
referred to these organizations 
for their consideration and 
recommendations to the Hoard . 
These include: 
(a) establishment of budget 

· priorities; 
(b) major reports such as Early 
Childhood Education, Disci-

The York response to our 
survey (see Vol. 1, Issue 3) was 
prepared with considerable 
effort by the Communications 
Committee of the Board. we are 
making an attempt to obtain 
similar responses from all Metro 
Boards. On Monday, November 
28th, the North York Board 
almost unanimously rejected a 
motion to have the survey 
response prepared by the staff. 

Dr. David Logan, trustee for 
Ward 3, said "this letter is not in 
any way an objective one. They 
are not asking us for our policy 
but rather they are challenging 
us." We are hoping to discuss 
this matter with some of the 
trustees at the next Chainnan's 
Committee meeting. 

pline, Language and Literacy, 
Multiculturalism, and · the 
Board's draft response to the 
Royal Commission on Metropo
litan Toronto; 
(c) community opinion about 

The North York Board is 
currently sponsoring ·'Operation 
Dialogue" to discuss with the 
public their · hopes for -an4-. 
problems in North York 
Schools. The Task Force on 

· Aims and Goals of the North 
York system is asking for signi
nificant input from community 
groups. We would like to suggest 
that one of the more useful 
means of receiving this input 
would be for North York to 
make public its responses to 
our questions on its policies on 
community rights, community 
use of schools, and language 
programs. This would be an 
excellent starting point for 
community discussion. 

Joan Doiron 

professional activity days; and 
(d) position papers relating to 
pornography and the cxperi
men tal school year. 

YORK RESPONDS- -Page 9 



YORK RESPONDS 

wntten by a grade 8 s1uden11n the Borough of York 

( 

There is, moreover, a Bor
ough-wide Chairmen's Council 
Organization which occasionally 
makes recommendations to the 
Board. This Council is composed 
of community-elected chairmen 
or their representatives from 
each school in the Borough. As 
well as meeting regularly to 
share information, the Chair
men's Council organiZes general 
meetings and workshops for 
school and community organi
zations throughout the year. 
These workshops are intended to 
be informative as well as helpful 
in increasing the effectiveness of 
parental participation. 

To involve teachers in 
decision-making, the Board has 
established a Teacher-Board 
Liaison Committee composed of 
representatives from Admini
stration, the Board, and class
room teachers. This committee 
sponsors an educational forum 
from time to time on topics of 
mutual interest. Likewise, there 
has been teacher input into such 
matters as major Board reports, 
professional activity days and 
curriculum planning. There has 
been teacher representation on 
every major committee esta
blished by The Board of Educa
tion for the Borough of York. 

Most student involvement in 
decision-making occurs at the 
local school level. The nature of 
this involvement varies from 
school to school. Examples of 
public school involvement 
include participation and form
ulation of a code of behaviour 
and the establishment of a griev
ance procedure for students. At 
the Board level, student partici
pation 'is encouraged through the 
involvement of Student Council 
presidents in a Super Council ' 
which meets regularly at the 
Board office and has a Board 
official as their advisor. In 
addition. students are a part of 
the committee which plans 
Education Week activities across 
the Borough and students have 
been involved in a Board com
mittee on discipline. 

2. Community ·use of School 
Space 

Extensive use of school facili
ties during the day. evening and 
weekend has occurred for several 
years. In particular. ethnic 

organizations, parent groups and 
recreational activities account 
for the majority of permits 
issued to the community. At 
Rawlinson Junior Public School 
and Keelesdale Junior Public 
School, for example, SJpace has 
been permitted to senior 
citizens' groups and at Rawlin
son space has been h:ased to 
Metropolitan Toron ;o to 
operate a partially subsidized 
day care prog.ram. 

3. Language Rights 
There Is not tlie opportunity 

for French-speaking stu~ents to 
complete a French e lucation 
within the Borough o York. 
There are no plans to implement 
such a program becau of the 
very small number of French
speaking students and because it 
is possible for French-'~peaking 
students to attend L Jeanne 
Lajoie School and Etienne Brule 
in North York, or Gabrielle Roy 
School in the City of Toronto.* 
French Immersion Programs at 
the primary level. however, have 
been operating in the Borough 
for two years. Because the Board 
has provided transportation and 
assumed the costs of this service, 
this program is available to all 
students in the Borough of 
York. The regular Fren,~h with
drawal program begins at the 
grade 3 level whereas most other 
school boards in Metropolitan 
Toronto begin at the grade 5 
level. 

Instruction in third languages 
at the public and secondary level 
is offered to students according 
to Board guidelines. Similarly , 
English-as-a-Second Language as 
well as English-as-a1-Second 
Dialect programs are o~'fered as 
a right to any needy student. 
These classes, along with 
resource teachers. are costly 
because of their small :size and 
in total they represent a major 
financial commitment on the 
the needs of its students. 

With respect to heritage lang
uages, The Board of E~lucation 
for the Borough of York was the 
first Board of Education in 
Metropolitan Toronto to 
approve and implemer: t these 
classes. Currently, there are 48 
classes in operation in such 
languages as Italian, Greek, 
Hebrew and Portuguese. 

A final example of the York 
Board's concern for student 
language problems is its decision 
to establish a Department of 
Immigrant Services. This depart
ment assists and counsels 
families in pupil placement as 
well as providing assistance in 
general cultural transition 
problems which may occur. 

If you have any questions in 

respect to these comments, do 
not hesitate to contact us. 
Thank you for your interest in 
these matters. 

Brian Mullally, Chairman of 
Communications Committee 

*Editor's Note: York French
speaking students do not have 
the right to attend these two 
elementary French schools. 

Photo from York Board's report on Multiculturalism. 
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OUR FIRST 
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Y ARS 
"York Township and its Peninsula" 

(now the Toronto Islands) was one 
of the Townships on the north shore 
of Lake Ontario, partly la id out in 
1788 by Governor Dorchester and 
after 1793 completed by John Graves 
Simcoe, the first Lieutenant Governor 
of Upper Canada. 

York Township achieved municipal 
status in 1850 under the Municipal 
Corporations Act of the Hon. Robert 
Baldwin. 

As early as 1720 French explorers 
had built a trading post near the 
mouth of the Humber River, in order 
to facilitate the fur trade with the 
Indians in the Lake Simcoe and 
Georgian Bay areas. The Humber 
served as a vital link between the fur 
traders and the Indians, and what is 
now Weston Road, which follows the 
course of the Humber north, linking 
up with Albion Road and Highway 
50, just north of Highway 401, was 
once a portage trail to Georgian Bay. 

In 1750 the French built "Fort 
Toronto", on the Lakeshore in order 
to protect their fur trade route north 
from the English, who came across 
Lake Ontario to "Teiaiagon", the 
former Seneca Indian castle. which 
was located at the present Baby Point 
site. 

In 1751 the French built an even 
more ambitious structure - "Fort 
Rouille" which was also located on 
the waterfront, at the foot of what 
is now Dufferin Street. 

On August 27, 1793 Governor 
Simcoe changed the name of F ort 
Toronto to York. 

Th at same year Simcoe erected 
the King's sawmill on the Humber, 
north of the present Bloor Street 
Bridge. He subsequently gran ted him
self 1,200 acres of land in the Weston 
area. The patent, issued in the name 
of George The T hird , read in part 
.. . "do give and grant unto John 
Graves Simcoe and his heirs for ever 
a certa in parcel or tract of land in 
the Township of York in the Home 
District of our sa id Province . . . on 

-

. ~ ... .. 
1917 Map of York Township including the City of Toronto. 

,< 

the Eastern side of the River Humber 
about seven and a quarter miles from 
the entrance thereof into Lake Ontario 
at the northwest angle of Lot number 
12". The patent was registered on 
June 25, 1796. 

Between 1818 and 1830 there 
sprouted numerous grist and sawmills 
along both banks of the Humber, 
and some remnants of thei r dams 
can be seen in the river to-day. 

Eglinton Avenue was elsewhere 
called "The Base Line" .• It was hardly 
passable, except in the vicinity of 
Yonge Street. Jane Street was called 
'The Fifth", and records show th at 
maintenance expenditures on The 
Fifth were mostly for bridges washed 
out by the fl ooding of Black Creek 
which was crossed by The Fifth si~ 
times. 

Pathmasters kept the roads passable 
by what for over a century was known 
as "statute labour". Under this system, 
taxpayers were required to give their 
labour free for a stipulated number 
of days each year on the road 
allowance in front of their farm lots. 

'. 
; 

In 1850 authorization was passed 
by Council to assess all ' inhabitants 
"one half penny in the; pouhd" 1 for 
township purposes. 'I 11 '1. ,, .. , 

' ' ".I .~~· 

WESTON ; 
1

' "', !i . · .. ~ . 
The original village of Weston ~as 1 'i~'\) 

built on the Etobicoke side ' of the 1 jl'' 
Humber, in the vicinity of the present.i • f 
Weston Golf and Country Club. The ' :>{'l 
focal point , of the little community J· 
was St. Phillip's Church, which still ; . I~ I 
stands near 

1 
its original spot, on St. ·~· 1/ 

Phillip's Dnve. ' ' ' ·, .: ~· ' , h. 
In the spring of 1842 floods of the 

Humber damaged some low lying 
buildings in Weston. In the spring of 
1850 the Humber rose 20 feet and 
washed away the entire village. 
Survivors of the flood gathered at 
St. Phillip's Church and made a 
resolution to rebu ild the village on 
higher ground. on the York side of 
the Humber, along the "Plank Road", 
as Weston Road was then called. 

Weston remained part of York 
Township until its incorporation as a 
village in 1881. 
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1915 map showing annexations of parts of York Township by tbe City of Toronto. 

DESTRUCTIVE FIRE 
From its inception in 1850 York 

Township Council met in "Eglington 
(old spelling) Village" at the Prospect 
House, situated at the crossroads of 
Eglinton A venue and Y onge Street. 

In 1874 space for Municipal Offices 
was rented at the York Masonic 
Hall, which adjoined Prospect House. 
There was some discussion between 
members of Council regarding the 
purchase of York Masonic Hall for 
a Town Hall, but that plan never 
materialized. 

On the night of November 20, 1881 , 
a fire, which had started in the 
stables of Prospect House, raced out 
of control and destroyed the York 
Masonic Hall, and with it, all the 
records of York Township. 

The only documents in existence 
to-day dated prior to 1881 are minutes 
of Council meetings which were dis
tributed to Members in printed form. 

ANNEXATION 

In the late 1800's other areas of 
York Township followed the example 

14 

of Weston and incorporated as 
villages, only to be annexed by 
Toronto a few years later. 

Parkdale was incorporated in 1878, 
and annexed in 1889. Brockton and 
Lippincott Post Office incorporated 
in 188 1 and was annexed in 1884. 
York Township areas annexed direct
ly by Toronto included Riverdale, 
annexed in 1884, Rosedale and The 
Annex, annexed in 1887, and Seaton 
Village and Sunnyside, annexed in 
1888. Toronto Junction and East 
Toronto, both railway centres, were 
incorporated in 1887. 

In 1905 Toronto had again ex
panded to the limits of its boundaries 
and reached the limi t of its borrowing 
power. Once again Toronto embarked 
on an annexation program, which 
included urbanized areas of York 
Township: Deer Park, Wychwood , 
Bracondale, the Midway and Balmy 
Beach. East Toronto entered Toronto 
in 1908, followed by Toronto Junction 
in 1909. Egl inton Village and Davis
ville, incorporated as the Village of 
North Toronto in 1889, was annexed 
in 1912. 

On July 15, 1922, the Township of 
North York was formed following a 
referendum in the area which was to 
form North York, which carried for 
separation 749 to 356. Residents in 
other areas of York Township were 
excluded from voting on the subject . 
The eastern part of York Township, 
separated from the main body by the 
secession of North York, became 
the Township of East York on Jan
uary 1, 1924. On the same date 
"Spadina Heights" changed its name 
and incorported as the Village of 
Forest Hill. Swansea followed two 
years later. 

In 1954 York Township became 
one of the 13 area municipalities 
comprising Metropolitan Toronto. In 
1967 York Township and the Town 
of Weston were once aga in joined 
together to form the Borough of 
York - one of the five Boroughs 
which, together with the City of 
Toronto, form the Municipality of 
Metropolitan Toronto. 

1 
lj 
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This year York J 

moved from July I 
June 23. An annual 
year drew about 18, 
all over Metro, y, 
been expanded to tw 
of the ! BOth Anniver' 

The Friday. Evenir 
will begin on June 
beside the Borough 
cipal Building at 
Avenue West. The 
tainment wi ll incluc 
York Lions' Steel I 
formance of limbo d 
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TOWNSHIP OF YORK (EAST). 

HOMAS WINSLOW ANDERSON, retired, was born in the 
Township of York in 18og, being the son of Cornelius and 
Mary (Snider) Anderson. His father was born in Scotland, 

. and came to America in 1754, when only two years old, in 
company with his mother and two brothers. In the year 1776 
he joined the British Army under Colonel Allen and served 
through the whole <;ampaign ~f the Revolutionary War, in 

which service he remained until disbanded in New Brunswick. He then 1 

came to• York County in 1804, <!-CCompanied by his wife and family, consist
ing of nine children.. He located ori lot rr, cpncession r, York Township, 
whefe he resided un~il about· 1835· During the War of -1812 he lost a horse 
which the Government had pre~sed into' service, and it was not until some 
years afterwards that he received any compensation, and the': only to the 
amouht of, $r3. He died in r848, aged ninety-six years, leaving a family 

. of twelve children, six sons and ,si.x d;,mghters. The subject of this sketch 
learned the w~tchmaking bdsiness with Jan~es McKenzie, with whom he 
served for four years. In 1832 he began business for himself, and continued 
it until 1854- In r835 he married Jane Drummond, daughter of Colin 
Drummond, a native of Scotland and a member of the first corporation of 
York, by whom he had ten children . In r86g he removed to a farm in the 
Township of York, where he now resides. Mr. Anderson is a Reformer in 
politics, and a Presbyterian in religion. 

W. C. ALISON was born at Pickering, Ontario, and came to York 
County in r 88o, having accepted the position of foreman in the saw-mill of 
Mr. J. H. T aylor, the working capacity of which is twelve thousand feet of 
lumber per day, and gives employment to fourteen hands . 

His fo IZ) OJ-; 

'' 



r8o Biographical Notices. 

JosEPH ARMSTRONG, lot 3, concession 4, the eldest son of Edward 
Armstrong of this township, was born in r837 on the old homestead, where 
he remained until r868. l-Ie then settled on a farm which had previously 
been purchased by his father on lot 3, concession 4, containing sixty-two 
acres, which he has greatly improved and continues to cultivate. In r86r 
he married Miss Eliza Porter, of York Township, who died in I874, leaving 
six children. 

/ SAMUEL ARNOLD, proprietor of the brick works, Doncaster, is a native 
of Northamptonshire, England, and came to Canada in I87r. He learned 
his trade in England and afterwards worked about nine years in the English 
metropolis. On his arrival in Canada he worked for Pears, of Toronto, 
taking charge of the brick-machine. In I877 he commenced to manufac
ture bricks on his own account near his present location. He employs ten 
hands and turns out about eight hundred thousand bricks per annum. 

THE AsHBRIDGE FAMILY were originally "Penn Quakers" and emigrated 
from England before theW ar of Independence, and settled in Philapelphia. 
After the close of the war, the father being dead, the mother and two sons, 
John and Jonathan, came to Canada. This was in I793o and on arriving 
at York they stayed the first night in the old French fort, subsequently 
making their way to what is now known as "Ashbridge's Bay." B eing 
U.E. Loyalists they drew land from the Crown and settled on lot 8, con
cession I, broken front east of the Don . John and Jonathan participated 
'in the War of I8Iz and the Rebellion of I837-8, and died on the homestead 
on the shore of the Bay. Isaac Ashbridge, farmer, is the son of Jonathan 
mentioned .above, and was born at the bay, February I?, I8II. When 
eight years of age he attended school in the old Simcoe house east of the 
Don, the teacher being Mr. Sta~k.. Isaac remained at home with his 
parents until he was thirty-two years of age, his father dying two years 
later, in I845· He married, in I85o, Ruth Auburn, a native of Northum
berland, England. Mr. Ashbridge has been in the York Township Council 
two years. He is a Reformer in politics and was commissioned a Justice 
of the Peace, but did not qualify. He is a member · of the Metqodist · 
Church. Jesse Ashbridge, deceased, youngest brother of Isaac, was born · 
on the old home farm in r825. He married, in I 864, Elizabeth, daughter 
of Thomas Rooney. His death occurred in I874· 

MARK BARKER, deceased, was born in Lincolnshire, England, in · f8oi, 
·and in I 830 came to Canada and located in Little York, and engaged in 
farming. In I834 he purchased one hundred acres on lot 5, concession 3, 
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which he cleared and continued to cultivate until his death in 186g. He 
married Miss Ann ] affrays, also from Lincolnshire, England, the result of 
this union being six children, four of whom are living and reside in the 
county. Mark, the eldest son living, was born on the old farm in 1843, 
where he has always remained, and which he is now in possession of. 

THoMAS BEATTY, retired, was born in New Brunswick in 1825, being 
the youngest in a family offive sons and two daughters, born to James and 
Margaret (Potter) Beatty. His father who was a farmer, came out to 
Canada in 1824; his mother was a native of Glasgow, Scotland. Both his 
parents returned to Ireland, -l'vhere they died. Thomas Beatty came to 
T oronto in 184'0, and worked on Jonathan Ashbridge's farm for ten years. 
He 'then kept the Commercial Hotel on J arvis Street for four years , and 
the Prospect Hotel for fourteen years, after which he retired. Irl 1865 he 
~arried Ella vVinnett, by whom he had two sons and three daughters. Mr. 
Beatty is a ge nerous and consistent member of the Methodist Church. 

jAMES BELL, deceased, was born in the County Fermanagh, Ireland, in 
1814, and at the age of twenty emigrated to Canada and settled in the 
Township of York In 1833 he bought eighty acres of land on lots 23 and 
24, concession 4, east of Yonge Str~et, which he cleared, improved and 
rem'a ined on until hi;:; death in r86o. H e married in 1843 Miss Martha 
Cherry, by whom he had four 

1
children. John, the only surviving son, was 

born on the old homestead, which is now known as Clydesdale Farm, 
where he has always remained, and now owns, having added since his 
father's death sixty acres on lot 25, concession 4; forty-five acres on lot 23, 
concession 3, and ninety acres in Markham Township, lot 16, concession 5 ; 
owning two hundred and seventy-five acres in all. In 1883 he married 
Miss Hannah Morgan, daughter of John Morgan, of Scarboro'. 

j AMES BEST was born in Berkshire, England, in r8o7, where he learned 
the trade of carpenter, which he worked at until coming to Canada in 1850, 
and which he has also followed since his settlement here. In 1852 he 
purchased five acres on the Kingston Road ; which he has continued to 
cultivate up to t he present time. In 1842 he married Miss H elen Mills, of 
Surrey , England, by whom he has five children. 

RoBERT BoND, deceased, was born in Suffolk, E ngland, in 1778, where 
he remained until 182g. H e then emigrated to Canada, and first located 
in the Township of East York. In 1826 he purchased one hundred acres 
of unenclosed land which he fenced and improved until his death in 1852· 
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Mr. Bond married Miss Mary Palmer, a native of the same place, by whom 
he had six children. Thomas Bond was born in England in r8r7, a nd 
came to Canada with his father, and has always remained on the old home· 
stead, which he now owns. In r854 he married Miss Mary Manning, by 
whom he had four children, three of whom are living in the co'unty. 

FRANK BosTON was born in )Yorkshire, England, in r847, and came to 
Canada in the spring of r86g. He has been a resident of Ben Lamond since 
r87r, and was first in the e111ploym'ent of the Toronto Gravel and Concrete 
Company as manager, in ~hich capacity he superintended the construction 

' of t,he tramway. In ' r872 he married Mis~ Maggie Flynn, of Portland, 
I) Maine, by whom he had four children. In r877 he erected a store and 
1 boarding establishmel1t on his present location, which was burned down in 

the beginning of r884. He now does a large bakery trade. 
. ~ 

' ' . ' .• 
THOMAS BoTHAN was born in the East Riding C!f , Yorkshire, England, 

in r8og, and in 183-6 emigrated to Canada, and first settled near Brampton. 
In r874 he purchased fifty acres of land in McGillivray Township, Middle-

' ' ' 

( I , 
,. 

sex County, and afterwards two hundred acres near Mimi.co Station, which , 
eventually wa!i bought by the Government. In r872 J;!e purchased his ' ~· 
present property containing one hundred acres on lot 12, concession 1, 
where he continues to reside. In 1833 he married Miss Eliza Stott, who is 
a native of Yorkshire, England, by whom he has five children, four 9f whom 
are living in this county. George, t he youngest son was born in, r857, and 
lives on the old homestead with his fat her . In r878 he married Miss 
Catharine Smith, daughter of \"lilliam Smith, by whom he has one son. 

\ 

JosEPH BRAUN, proprietor of the \Voodbine Hotel, his occupancy of 
which commenced ,with the beginning of r884, came from England in r'ss3. 
':!;'he hotel is beautifully situated, and commands a fine view of Toronto and 

·Lake Ontario, and comfortably accommodates upwards of thirty guests. A 

• I. 

t ram car passes every half hour, by means of which passengers may reach 
the city in twenty minutes. Mr. Bra un is well acquainted with the hotel 

' business, his wife having had charge of four refreshment rooms on the 
London and North-Western Ra ilway, England. 

WILLIAM H. BROTHERSTON is the only son of William Brotherston, 
deceased, who was born in Scotland in 1813, and came to Canada in 1832. 
He settled in Toronto, and engaged in the trade of a placksmith, his shop 
being located at the' foot of Church St reet, wh,ere· he conducted one of thy . ' ·1 
largest establi?hments of that kirid in the city up to r87g. He married 

, .. 
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Miss Isabel Murray, of Caithness, Scotland, by whom he had four children, 
· two ~ons and two daughters, of whom only three are living, one daughter 
having died. William H. was born· in Toronto in r848, and has always 
been a resident of the county. Having learned the trade of blacksmith 
from his father he opened a shop at Little York, where he carries on a 
genet:il trade including carriage-making. - In r878 he married Miss Emily 
N ewman, of St. Catharines, who died three years afterwards. His second 
wife was Miss Ellen McGill, daughter of William MeG~!, of Toronto 
Township. ' ' 

JAMES BRowN, deceased, was born in Cumberland, England, in r8or. 
1 tn r8rg he enlisted in the 34th Light Infantry, which came to Canada in 
" i834, and took part in the Rebellion three years later. In 1843 Mr. Brown 

received his discharge, and commenced working at his trade of tailor, 
~· 'which he followed until his death. His wife was Amelia Batchelor, to 
! ' whom he was married in r823, and who still survives him. James, the 

youngest son by the marriage, was born in r846, on the old homestead in 
1 ., 'Eglin ton, which he now bwns, and where he still resides. Mr. Brown has 

,held the office of County Constable since r86g. In r874 he married Miss 
Lottie Ely, daughter of John Ely, of Ingersoll, by whom he has one son and 
one daughter. 

WILLIAM BRUNSKILL, proprietor of the Davisville Hotel, was born in 
<. York County, his father, John Brunskill, being a native of England who 

emigrated to Canada at ah early day. He settled in Thornhill, and carried 
on the business of merchant, miller and farmer, to the time of his death, 

, which, occurred in r87o.. William followed his father's business of farmer, 
arid ·in addition ran a line .of busses from Eglin ton to Toronto, he being 
the first to commence rurlning on that route . In r877 he leased and took 
possession of his present place of business, since purchasing the same, 

1 which in his hands loses nothing as a suitaple suburban resort . 

. THOMAS BuRKE, dec~ased, was born in the County of -Wexford, 
• Ireland, in 1780. In 1817 he emigrated to Canada and first located in 

Perth. Lanark County, where he remained seven years, subsequently 
coming to York and settling on one hundred acres of land, which he had 
purchased, together with an additional one hundred acres given him by his 
fa ther, on lots 3 and 5, concession 3, which he cleared and continued to 
cultivate until his death in 1841, About the year r 8oo he married Miss 
Ann Wheelock, of County Wexford, Ireland, by whom he had six children, 
four of whom are living. John, the eldest son, was born in Wexford in 

r• 
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18II , and came to this country with his parents, since which time he has 
been a resident of York, and owns one hundred acres on lot 2, and one 
hundred acres on lot 3, concession 2. 

HENRY CALANDER, the subject of this sketch, was born in Scarboro' 
. Township, and has always been a resident of the county. He has been I 

proprietor of the Calander Hotel, LesRieville, for twelve years, previou!J to 
which he was engaged in farming at Scarboro'. Mr. Calander is the son 
of the late John Calander, who came to Canada in 1812:· ln x862 he marii~d 
Miss Jane Weaymouth, of Willmouth, by whom he has seven chilgreh. 
His hotel property has a frontage of one hundred and 1 fifty feet by five 
hundred feet, and has accommodation for forty guests, and has one ot the 
best stables on the Kingston Road. ' 

GEoRGE CooPER,' deceased, 'was borri in England in 184~· In x846lJe 
came to Canada, and in x861 began gardening, purchasing seven acres qn, 
Pape's Avenue, where he remained until his de~th in 1878, since which time ' 
his Business has been carried on by his widow. In x86x he married Miss 
Catharine Manus, by whom he had sevep children. 

... fl • tt• 

RICHARD C. CosBURN is a native of Lond~n, England, where he was·f .. ~I· ·~ 
born in 1834. In 1857 he emigrated to Canada, and first located on King- :- 1

' 

ston Road, York Township, where he followed the trade of carpent~r 1 also ' 
gardener. In 1872 he purchased twelve acres on lot 8, concession 2, whic.h 
he has very much improved, and at the present time does a considerable 
trade in market gardening, and growing small fruits . He married in 1857 
Miss Louisa Palmer. ' 

GEORGE CouLSON is the third son of John Coulson, an old resid~nt of 
this township, and was born on the old home·stead in 1850, where he 
remained until 1878, afterwards settling on lot 3, conce~sion 3, his farm 
consisting of one hundred acres. In 1878 he married Elizabeth, daughter " 
of Jesse Henry, of Scarboro', by whom he has tw:o qaughters and one son. 

• 1\ , 1 ... -r ! 
GEORGE CuDMORE, deceased, -was born in Devc\nshir'e, ;England, in .: ,._ .. , 

1806, an.d in 1842 emigrated to Canada. and to?k _up h~s r~sidence in the ' 1:~ 
Township of East York, where he ,remamed until h1s death,m x883. Soon I 

after his arrival he commenced gardening in a small way, subs,equently ' 
buying a farm on lot II, concession 3, where he., cax:ried on that busine.ss 
until his death. In 1835 he married Miss Eleanor 'Rudd, of Erigland, by 
whom he had twelv~ children, three of who~ are living .. John C1,1dmore, the 
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second son, was born in Ehglan,d in 1839, and came to Canada with his 
parents. In i:86o he purchased a farm on lot 15, concession 2, on which he 
has carried on a successful g<!rdening business, cultivating upwards of forty 
acres in vegetables, etc . · .. In 186o Mr. Cudmore married Miss Elizabeth 
Brown, daughter of John Brown, of York Township, by whom he had seven 
childn;n, sl.x of whom are living. . 

GEORGE DIGBY, har~ess manufacturer and proprietor of the Coleman 
Hotel, Little York. Mr. Digby haSI been engaged in the manufacture of 
harness in York County for the last twenty years. He was born in Dublin, 
Ireland, and came to Canada in 1852 and located in Toronto, subsequently 
removing to Markham, where he stayed fifteen years. He again returned 
to the city and, after a prolonged residence there, came to his present loca
tion in ,1884. In 1868 he married Miss Mary J ane Wilson , by whom he 
has five children. 

JoHN DoEL, deceased, was born in Wiltshire, England, in 1790, where 
he remained until r817. He then determined to seek his fortune in the 
New World, and accordingly sailed for Philadelphia, U.S., in which dty he 
remained about one year. He then decided to come to Canada, a journey 
which took him above a month, landing in Little York, November 5, 1818. 
Soon after his arrival here he engaged in the brewing business on Sher
bourne Street, then known as Caroline Street; subsequently conducting his 
trade pn Adelaide and Bay Streets until the burning of his brewery in 
1847, when he retired into private life; his death occu~red in 1871, his wife 
following him a year later. From r825 to 1830 Mr. Doel was the only 
letter carrier in , Little York. He was a Justice of the Peace for many 
years. In 1815 he married Miss Huntly, of Wiltshire, England, by whom 
he had six children four of whom' are still living, viz., the Rev. John Doe!, 
of Yorkville; Hester Ann, the widow of the late John W. Drummond, J.P.; 
Elizabeth, widow of the late Rev. William Price, and William Henry. In · 

·religion Mr. Doe! was an active and prominent member of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church. In politics he was a Reformer, and during the troubles 
of 1837 su ffered with many others for his political principles, he having 
been twice imprisoned during that memorable winter. William H enry 
Doe! was born in Little York in 1827, being the second r;on of the above . 
He was educated at Upper Canada College, and served his apprenticeship 
as an apothecary under Francis RiGhardson, after which he carried on the 
drug business both in Toronto and Whitby. On the commencement of the 
Civil Vvar in the States Mr. Doel entered the service of the United States 
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Government in connection with the Medical Department, and continued 
until the close of the war, then taking up his residence in Philadelphia, 
where he remained until r87o, H e returned to Toronto and resided in the 
city two years, afterwards removing to his present residence on Broadview 
Avenue. In r852 Mr. Doelmarried Miss J ane Huntly, of Philadelphia, by 
whom he has three children living. Mr. Doel has filled various public 
positions, having been a License Commissioner for East York a number of 
years. He was President of the Reform Association for his district, and 
has been a Justice of the Peace since r877· He was one of the promoters 
of the Industrial E xhibition Association of Toronto, of which society he 
has been an active director since its inception. 

DouGHTY BRos., proprietors of brick-yard, Doncaster. This firm is 
composed of I. H. and R. A. Doughty, natives of Toronto and sons ' of' 
Richard Doughty, an ·Englishman by birth, who ' came to Canada at an 

·• early day. During his lifetime he carried on the business of builder and 
contractor. Previous to r88r the brothers were engaged in a different 
business, I. H. following his father's trade, and R. A. conducting a por4-
packing business. The present business was established in r88r, and now. 
employs about ten men, and the annual output is from seven hundred 
thousand to one million machine stock. They use a Fowmley machine. , 

JoHN DouGLAS, deceased, was born in Ireland in 1804 and came to , 
Canada in 1831, and settled in Toronto, where he resided up to the time of 
his death in 1869. He had six children, four of whom are living. William, 
the eldest son, was born on York Street, Toronto, in, 1834, and remained in 
the city up to 1855. He then moved to Eglinton and engaged in the car- . 
riage business, which he still continues to carry on. In 1855 he married . 
Miss Eliza Gillespie, of Yorkville, by whom he has four children. ' 

DAVID DuNcAN is the third son of Wm. Duncan, and vyas born on the 
old homestead in r837· In r864 he settled on a farm which had been pre~ 

viously purchased by his father, being lot rr, concession 3, where he 
owns two hundred and fifty acres. In r 873 he married Miss Anne Laird, 
daughter of Hugh and Ellen Laird, by whom he has two sons · and one 
daughter. 

HENRY DuNCAN, Reeve of the Township of York;' is, the eldest son of ' 
William Duncan. He. was born on the old homestead in 1833, where he 
remained until twenty-seve~ years of age, afterwards settling on a farm 
previously purchased by his father, containing two hundred acres, being 
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' lot 'to; concession 3', which he has very much improved and still resides on . 
.. ln r86r Mr. D~ncan .married Miss Betsy J. McGinn, dq.ughter of Charles 
,McGinn, who ~arne to the ! Township of York in r8r2. Mr. Duncan's 
filmily co~sists of six children. He has always taken a deep interest in the 
,affairs of ;the township and was elected to the Council in r87o, and from 
r87r to r878 was Deputy-Reeve, and in r879 was elected Reeve, being in 
the Townsbip Council fourteen years. ' 

JusTus DuNN is a native of the State of New Jersey, where he was 
. born in r8r3. In r862 he came to Toronto and firsr engaged in the whole
' sale fruit trade, being one of the first engaged in that industry, which he 

carried on for nine years . . •He purchased twelve acres on Queen Street 
. ~ast ,extension, where he engaged largely in the growth of small fruits. In 

, r836 Mr. Dunn married. Miss Barbara· Ann Mackie, of Niagara County, 
New York State, by whom he had seven children, three of whom are living 
in Canada. Mr. Dunn is no~ cultivat.ing six acres, growing small fruits. 

Tf!OMAS ELGIE, deceased, was born in Durham, England, in r8r6, and 
emigrated to Canada in I84I, taking up his abode in Toronto. He engaged 
in farming for about four months; after which he opened the celebrated 
Bay Horse Hotel, conducting the same for about seven years. He then 
'gave up the hotel business and purchased about two hundred atres of land 

' on lot 15, concession 2, which h~ .imp_roved and cultivated up to the time 
of his death in r88o . . In r842 he married Miss Elizabeth Cook, who died 
in r848, taking for his second wife Miss Elizabeth Beckwith, daughter of 
:George Be.ckwith; by whom he had ten children, only four of whom are 
living. 

G. EMPRINGHAM, of Little . York, was born in England in 1837, where 
he remained until r8sr, in which 'year he came to Canada with his father, 
Wm. Empringham, and settled ' in the Township of York, where he was 
engaged in farming until r 881. ~ Since that time he has been engaged in 

· the hotel business. In r862 he ,married Mis.s Mary Ormerod, of Scar
borough ._ 

D AN IEL FITZGERALD, deceased, was · born in Waterford, Ireland, in . 
r 8o4. In 1825 he emigrated to New York State and sellled in Cape Vin
cent, where he remained until r843. He then came to Canada and settled 
in the Township of York, on lot 5, concession 2, having purchased one 
hundred acres of land, on which he lived until his death in r844. His wife 
was Rebecca Noble, a native of New York State, by whom he had four 

.~ 
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children. Joseph, the youngest, was born in New York State in 1839 and 
came to Toronto with his parents. In 1864 he went to L ambton County, 
where he stayed until 1871, and returning to York purchased the old home
stead, wh ich he now owns. In 1861 he married Miss Catharine Gorman, 
by whom he has ten children. Lewis F ., the eldest son of Daniel F itz
gerald, was born in 1837 in the State of New York, and came to Canada 
with his father and lived on the old homestead. He purchased fifteen 
acres on lot 8, concession 2, to which he has since added ten acres, which 
is de;oted to gardening and fruit growing. In I856 he married Miss Ellen 
Daily, of York Township, by whom he h as eight children . 

WILLIAM GALLOW, deceased, was born in Aberdeenshire, Scotland, in 
I 8o7, and in 1857 emigrated to Canada, settling in Toronto, where he 
engaged in gardening, which industry he has continuously carried on. In 
1861 he purchased a farm on the D on and Danforth Road, which he cleared 
and cultivated, doing the largest gardening business in the district, until 
the time of his death, which occurred J anuary 8, 1885. In 1833 he married 
Miss Grace R eid, by whom he had nine children, six of whom are living. 

RoBERT GooDINGS, proprietor of brick-yard, Doncaster, was born at 
vVindermere, a village in the Lake District of England, being on the shores 
of a romantically situated lake from which the village takes its name. He 
came to Canada in 1873, and having previously learned brick-making he 

L ... 

followed the same occupation on his arrival here. In I 870 he commenced , , 
on his own account at his present location, where he does an extensive ' · 

'11 
trade, manufacturing between eight hundred thousand and one million 
bricks annually and employs from eight to ten workmen. 

ALEXAN DER G RAY was born in Scotland in 1804 and came to Canada 
in r82o, locating with his brothers William and J ames on lot 19, concession 
3, where they erected a grist and saw-mills, the property now belonging to 
t he subject of this sketch. Mr. Gray married, in 1835, Miss . Marion 
McLean, daughter of J ohn McLean, of Wellington County, who died 
during r883, leaving a family of six children. James Gray, the only son of.. 
James, deceased brother of Alexander Gray, was born on the old homystead 
and nbw owns the west half of lot 9· ' 

THOMAS S. GRAY, the eldest son of Alexander Gray, was born on the 
old homestead in 1836. In 1863 he settled on lot 10, concession 2, where 
he has eighty-six acres. In 1873 he marr.ied Miss Mary N. Bono by, by 
whom he has four chi~dren. 

',, ., 
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WILLIAM GRAY was born1 in ,.Renfrewsl1ire, Scotland, in r8o2, and in 
r823 emigrated to Canada, and in conjunction with his brother located on 
lot g, .concession 3, Township -of Yorl<, erecting thereon a saw and grist
mill. Since 1854 Mr. Gray has had e?'clusive control of the grist-mill 
property, where he .still carries bn a good custom trade. In r84o Mr. Gray 
married Miss Phcebe Street, a' daughter of Timothy Street; she died in 
r878, leaving six sons and four daughters. 

' . 
I . 

R. GREENWOOD, fruit-grower, Kingston Road, is a native of England 
and came to Canada in 1874. ' He has now under cultivation some thirty 
acres of land devoted to the growth of strawberries, raspberries, apples 
currants .and other fruits, all of which find a ready sale in the Toront; 
market. 

HALLAT BROTHERS, glue and oil manufacturers, Doncaster. This firm 
consists of Vincent and J. S. Hallat, who are the sons of Joseph E. Hallat, 
a native of Cornwall, England, who emigrated to Canada in r8sr, and was 
engaged in the wool business for many years. Messrs. Hallat Brothers 
built their extensive manufactory in r87g-8o; the dimensions of the main 
building being 42 x 22 feet and four storeys high, with the annexes
one of two storeys, 36 x 16 feet; one of one storey, 72 x 14 feet; one of 
two storeys, 42 x 6o feet, and boiler-room, 30 x 12 feet, with an engine 
fifteen horse-power, the boilers having a capacity of fifty horse-power. 
The business turn-over is annually from fifty thousand to sixty thousand 
dqllars. 

W. HARRIS & Co. This firm is composed of William and John B. 
Harris, who established their business .in 1870 on Kingston Road, after
wards removing to Pape's Avenue, where they are now engaged in the 

t mam1facture of sausage and bologna casings, fertilizers and fertilizer 
materials, animal oils, etc. They also do an extensive trade as stock 
dealers, handling horses, cattle, milch cows, hogs, etc. William Harris 
was born in England 1n 1848 and came to Canada in 187o. J ohn B. was 
born in 1856 and came to Canada in ·r872, and was engaged in business in 
London, Ontario, until I882. · 

vVILLIAM HARRISON, deceased, was born in Nova Scotia in I78+, and 
came to Canada and settled in the County of York in 1797. He took up 
lots 12 and 13, concession 2, East York, consisting of three hun.dred 
acres , which he partially cleared before his death, in I838. In 18I3 he 
married Miss Elizabeth \Vright, daughter of Archibald Wright, of this 1 
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township, by whom he had eleven children, seven of whom are yet living. 
In the War of r8r2 Mr. Harrison took a prominent part, and received a 
medal for services rendered at Queenston Heights . William Harrison, the 
thi rd son of the above, was born on the old homestead in r 82o, where he 
has always remained; he now owns one hundred acres on lot I3, fifty acres 
on lot I2 and sixty on lot I I. In 1848 he marridd Miss Susan Brooks, , 
daughter of Edward Brooks, 'of Scarboro' Township, by 1whom he has four

1
•· 

children. Christopher, the youngest son of 'Willi<pn Harrison, deceased, 
was born on the old homestead in x8zg, where he has continued to live and ' 
of which he now owns two hundred acres. In 186o he married Miss Cath
arine, daughter of Thomas Shepherd, by whom he has six children . 

,f +1 1 

THOMAS HAsTINGS, retired , was born in the Township of Whitcpurch 
in I8o8. His father, Nathaniel Hastings, came from Massachusetts in 
I7g6. He drew two hundred acres of land at Hogg's Hollow, but finally 
settled on Yonge Street, in Whitchurch Township, on: a• farm of two , . 
hundred acres, where Thomas was born. He afterwards removed to lot 
10, concession I from the bay, Township of York, where he died in 1833, ,' ' . 
leaving a family of twelve children, of whom four are now living. He ,J ' . 

served in the War of 1812 and was taken prisoner at the capitulation of 
York. Thomas H astings' mother was a Miss Webster; of English descent; 
she died in 1847. The subject of this sketch learned the trade of an axe-' 
maker in Toronto, serving three years. He afterwards worked in Rochester, 
New York, for one year, at the end of which time he returned to Canada 
and engaged in business for himself at Cobourg. In 1832 he commenced 
farming in the Township of York. He next wen~ to Orleans County, New 
York, where he engaged in farming for four years, and to Cleveland, where 
for six years he worked at his trade. In 1847 he returned to Canada and 
settled in the T ownship of York. In 1834 Mr. Hastings was married to 
E lizabeth, second daughter of J ohn Becket. He has one son now living. 
in Toronto and engaged in the brewing business . 

. . ' 
THOMAS HELLIWELL, deceased, ·was born in Yorksh\re, Ebglan'd, in 1 • 

1796, and emigrated to Canada in 1818, firpt settliug near Niagara Falls, 
and coming to Toronto two years later. - He em gaged_ in tpe , brewing and 
milling business on the Don at Todmorlfe'n, afterwards devoting his time to 
improving his property in that section. He died in i862. Mr. Helliwell 
married Miss Mary W ilson, who died in 1832· 'I He married a second time, 
his wife being Miss Ann Ashworth, of Lincolnshire, England. He had six 

1 

children by his first wife, and seven by his second. W. ·p, Helliwell, the 
l 

'• 
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youngest son of his firs t wife, was born in Toronto in I 83I, and has continued 
a resident of the county. In I866 Mr .. Helliwell removed to his present 
home on lot I2, concession 2, where he has been largely engaged in farming. 
In I865 he ma17ied Miss Sophia Wood, by whom he has nine children. 

·SAMUEL HILL, farmer, was born in the County of Wexford, Ireland, in 
· I8I5. His parents were John and Ann (Wright) Hill. In I84o having 
learned the trade of a tanner and currier, he came to Canada and located at 
St. David's, near Niagara, where he worked at his trade. In the following 
year he came to Toronto and worked at Smith 's tannery; he afterwards 
carried on a tanning business for himself, finally giving it up to engage in 
farming on lot 2, concession I, York Township. He has also been largely 

~ . interested in the ice business, having been proprietor of the Ontario Ice 
Company for several years. In I8so, he married a daughter of John Ash
bridge, who settled near the bay, which now bears his name, in I794· In 
religion Mr. Hill is an active member of the Methodist Church; in politics 
l~e is a Conservative. 

JoHN HoGG, deceased, was born in Lanarkshire, Scotland, in I795, 
and ~n I835 emigrated to Canada and located on lot 7, concession 3, East 
York, where he purchased fifty acres of bush land, subsequently adding fifty 
acres more, on which he lived until his death in I879· In I82o he married 
Miss Janet Hogg, of Scotland, by whom he had eleven children, six of whom 
are still living. ·Robert, the youngest but one, was born on Yong~ Street 
in I835, and has always lived on the old homestead, half of which he now 
owns . . In I866 he married Miss Margaret T hompson Young, daughter of 
J ames Young, by whom he has nine children. 

THoMAS HuM:BERSTONE, seg'r, deceased, was the only child of Samuel 
J;Iumberstone, an Englishman, who learned his trade, the manufacture of 
pottery, in Staffordshire, and came to America with his wife, and settled in 
the British Province of Pertnsylvia, now called. Pennsylvania, where their 
son, Thomas, was born in I766, a t Philadelphia. After the war by which 
the Americans gained their Independence they, with other U. E. Loyalists, 
left the United States and came to Montreal, where they resided for some 
time, hav ing received a grant of one thousand acres of land for services 
rendered to the British during the American Revolution . Subsequently 
they removed to Swagorche, near Brockville, on the St. L awrence, 
where the father carried on the manufacture of pottery, Thomas acquiring 
a lmowledge of the trade. In I798 he came to York, and located on lot I4, 

\ ' 
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west of Yonge Street, taking up two hundred acres of land, which he cleared 
and fenced, erecting a pottery thereon, the first of its kind in York County. 
In 18oo he married Miss H arrison, by whom he had ten children, one of 
whom met with a tragical death. The following ts an extract from the paper 
published at that time:-" Died,on Saturday, 22nd February, 1822, Elizabeth 
Humberstone, aged fifteen years, from the effects of a mortal wound received 
by using an old gun-barrel to turn the back-log in the house of her uncle, 
Francis Lee, at Talbot Settlement, in the Township of Oxford." It was an 
old gun-barrel found in the field, the wood having rotted away. For his 
services in the W ar of 1812, he drew a pension, a captain's half-pay, also 
five hundred acres of land in Tecumseth, when Sir Peregine Maitland, 
K.C.B., was Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada, and he also received 
a medal in memory of the capture of Detroit. He belonged to the Third 
Regiment of Incorporated Militia, and was taken prisoner of war by the 
Americans and sent to Greenbush, October II, 1813, where he was let out 
on p arole until exchanged after being kept as hostage. He served under 
General Brock, and when the latter fell mortally wounded at the Battle of 
Queenston H eights, he helped to carry him off the battle field, and the 
General's words to the others were "If I die, remember Humberstone, 
remember Humberstone." H e was a Freemason, and helped· to build the 
first Masonic Hall in Toronto. Morgan and his wife boarded at his house 
when they first came to Canada. Some time after leaving there Morgan pub
lished an exposition of Freemasonry. Mr. Humberstone, sen'r, died in 1849, 
on lot 24, Vi/ est York, aged seventy-three years. Thomas Hum berstone, jun 'r, 
the second son of the above, was born in 18u, on the old homestead, where 
he remained until 1833, following the same trade as his father and grand-' 
father, subsequently carrying on a pottery at York Mills. He then returned 
to the northern part of the township and established a pottery, which, with 
the house and barn, was reduced to ashes by fire; he rebuilt, suffered from 
fire again, rebuilt a second time; moved to the other side of Yonge Street, 
and built again, which was also destroyed by fire, again he rebuilt and con- · 1 

tinued in the business until h!'! retired in favour of his second son, ~imon 1 •• 

Thomas, who now carries on the trade of his forefathers, having erected a: 
large pottery on the site of the place where his father was first burnt out. 
There was no insurance whatever on ' any of the buildings that were 

. destroyed by fire. After various properties passing through his hands, he 
moved to lot 8, East York, where he is now engaged in farming. On the rst 
January, 1835, he was married by the Rev. Mr. Jenkins, Markham, to Miss 
Sarah Wilson, second daughter of' John Wilson, of Markham Township, 
formerly of Tyrone, Ireland, by whom he has eight children. , Two of his 



. ':'' 
' . 

Townsht'p of Yo:k (East). 193 

children .are in the North-West, one died in the States, the other five are at 
present in York County. Last New Year 's day, I885, was the fiftieth 
anniversary of hi s w~dded life. · 

JAMES HuNTER, . d,eceased, was born in . Ireland, I790, and in I8I5 
emigra ted to New York, where he stayed two years previous to taking up 
his residence in this city. H e was a tailor by trade, and conducted a 

' mercha~t tailoring establishment on Yonge Street up to I 835. H e then 
purchased tqree hundred acres of land on lots II, I2 and I3, concession 3, 
and carried on a general lumbering business up to the time of his death, in 
I876. H e married Miss Mary Nail, of England , who died in I844, leaving 
a: family of eight children, five of whom are still living. Alexander, the 

, ~econd son, was born in Toronto in I824, and early learned the trade of a 
carpenter , and for many years carried on a building business in that city. 
H e retired in I 865, and now lives on the old homestead. He married 
Margaret Elliott, of York, by whQm he has three children. Edward was 
born on the old homestead in I 826, and carried on the lumbering business 

' established by his father. 

RoBERT ARCHIBALD HuNTER was born in Scotland in I833, and in 
1852 emigrated t'o the United States, remaining there two years, afterwarcls 
coming to Canad a and locating in the Township of Scarboro ', where he 
engaged in farming. In I857 he purchased twenty-five acres on lot 2, 
concession 4, E ast York, to which he subsequently added another fifty 
acres, his farm being one of the finest in the township. In 188o he bought 
one hundred acres in. the Township of Scarboro', which' he still owns and 
which is a ttended to by his son. In I855 he married Maria, daughter of 

' Mark P arker, by whom he has eight children. ' 

JOSHUA INGHAM was born in Lancashire, England, in I833, where he 
remained until I862. He th~n emigrated to Canada and settled in Toronto, 
where he h as since been a resident. He first opened a market on Yonge 
Street, which he continued for a short time , after which he engaged in 
buying and exporting largely both cattle and sheep. H e was one of the 
well-known fi rm of Crawford & Company, cattle dealers , looking after the 
company 's in terests ·in E ngland , and doing all the receiv ing and selling of 
stock. This firm exported over six hundred head of cattle monthly. In 
1855 Mr. Ingham m arried Miss Harriet Axon , of Cheshire, E ngland, by 
whom he had seven children . Mr. Ingham resides on the Don Mill Road, 
Chester Village. 
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WILLIAM IJACKES, Eglinton, was born in little York in r 827. His 
parents (Franklin J ackes and Catharine G ibson) came from England in r824, 
and were married the following year. Franklin J ackes, who was a baker 
by trade, carried on his business in York until 1836, when he removed to 
Eglinton where he died in 1852 , aged forty-eight years. His mother is still 
living and is seventy-seven years of age. Mr. J ackes, sen'r, was one of the 
Aldermen of Toronto, and after he removed to Eglinton became Reeve of 
York Township and Warden of the county. He was commissioned a 
Justice of the Peace in r837. William J ackes spent his early life in Toronto, 
and in r835 went to Eglinton with his father. He now owns the farm, lot 2, 
concession r, which his father purchased. He was for some years a member 
of the Township Council, and is now Treasurer of the Township. In r86g 
he was commissioned a magistrate, He is ,also a memb~r of the Agricul- '' 
tural Society. In politics he is a Reformer. Mr. Jackes was married in 
r857 to Henrietta, daughter of Robert Jones. 

HuGH L AIRD, deceased, was born in Edinburgh, Scotland, 1n r8o3 and 
f 

when eleven years of age came to Canada with his father. The latter 
settled in Halton County and H ugh, the subject of this sketch, came to 
York where he lived with Mr. Alexander Milne for some time. In r835 he 
bought one hundred acres of land on lot 7, concession 2, which he cleared, 
fenced and continued to cultivate until his death in r884. He ma.rried 
Miss Milne, daughter of Alexander Milne, his former employer, by whom 
he had six children. Hugh L aird, the only son, was born in r844, and now · 
has possession of the old homestead. J 

T. LAMBERT is a native of Yorkshire, England, and was born in r840, 1 

emigrating to Canada in r872, and was first employed by Jacques & Hay, 
with whom he stayed three years. He then purchased five acres .on lot 5, 
concession 2, where he erected a dwelling and hot houses, and has gone 
largely into market gardening and the growth of small fruits. In r86r h~ · 
married Miss Mary Farrar Boyes, by whom he has six children. 

I' 

RoBERT LAWRENCE was born in Gloucestershire, England, in r8r4, 
and in r854 emigrated to Can<tda, and settled in the Township of York. In 
r868 he purchased his present home on lot r8, concession 3, where he ~s 
largely engaged in market-gardening. In r844 he married Miss Mary Case 
Townsend, Gloucestershire, England, by whom lie 'had twelve children, six [ 
of whom are living. · ' 

4.1 'I l. • ' 

JoHN LEA, the subject of this sketch, was the second son of John Lea, 
deceased, who came to Canada in r8r8, and took up two h'undred acr~s of 
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land on lot 13, concession 3· He was born in 1823, and has always 
remained on the old homestead,· of which he owns a part, owning one 
hundred and ten a'cres on lot 12 and fifty acres on lot 24, his farm contain
ing in all one hundred and eighty acres, devoted principally to farming, 
stock-raising and fruit-growing. In 187o Mr. Lea married Miss Mary 
daughter qf James Charles, ' who ' was a long time engaged in the wholesal~ , 

' dry goods in Toronto; he has two sons and one daughter. 
. ' ·. 

; • '. I • • 

, WILLIAM LEA, the subject of this sketch, was born m Lancashire, 
England, on the 28th of .May, in the year -1814, and came to America with 
his father and mother in' 1818. John Lea, his father, was born in Lanca
shire in 1773; Mary, his . mother, was born in Cumberland. They sailed 
frorrr Liverpool in the spring, of 1818, in a barque commanded by one 
Captain Birkett, and after tossing about on the Atlantic three months 
arrived in Philadelphia, where they remained only a short time; theu 
travelled in a stage coach over, the Alleghany mountains to Pittsburg, 
where they remained a year. Not liking the country or people of the 
United States, the father went to Canada in search of a suitable place to 
settle in. William, with his mother, coming on to Niagara, travelled along 
the shore of Lake Erie; crossed the Niagara River at Black Rock and on 
past the Falls, the sohrid of which he remembered hearing. The first 
thing that gave his_ mother courage was seeing the British soldiers in their 
scarlet unifdrins at Niagara, which , was in r81g. When his father had 
found a place to his liking, in the Township of York, he informed his wife , 

, of his purchase of lot 13, concession 3' from the bay. She, with her so~, 
, crossed Lake Ontario in a schooner belonging to one Garside (the only 
steamboat at that. time being -the Frontenac), and on arriving at York they 
went to the farm, which consisted of a small log-house and a few acres 
cleared, the .rest of, the tw<? . hundred acre lot being heavily timbered. In 
the course of time they bought cows and kept a . dairy, and planted an ' 
orchard. In 1829 his ' father built a bricl{-house, the only one then in the 
'township, in which his brother, John Lea, now lives. John Lea, sen'r, 
died December, 1854, aged eighty-one years. He left his son William ninety 
acres of the old homestead, and John one hundred and ten, including the 
house, orchard and all the out-buildings. William, in 1841, purchased 
part of lot 12, ·concession 3 from the bay, containing one hundred and 
thirty acres, on which he and his family reside. In r84r he married Mary 
Ann, second daughter of J ames Taylor, from Tadington, Derbyshire, Eng
land, by whom he had two daughters, both dying in infancy. Their mother 
soon followed, dying within three years of her marriage. In 1848 he mar-

,_ 
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rieu Elizabeth, the eldest daughter of Charles Kendrick Davids, a gentle
man from Dartford, Kent, England, by whom he h ad three sons and four 
daughters , who are all living; their mother died in 1867. In 1870 he 
married his present wife, Sophia, relict of John Samuel Blogg, of Canter
bury, England, and fourth daughter of Charles Kendrick Davids, of Dart· 
ford, Kent, England, now deceased. H e, with two of his sons, carries on 
farming, fruit- growing and farm gardening. In 1850 he was elected to the 

' office of Township Councillor in the place of John Eastwood, who died 
during the latter part of that year. He held the office for seven successive 
years thereafter. During the administration of Gqvernment by Lord Elgin 
he was appointed a Justice of the Peace, which position he still holds, 
having been reappointed as each commission was issued. He also wrote 
(being a member of the York Pioneers Society) a history of the early settle- ' 
ment of the River Don, with the business and milling industries carried on 
up to the present time, extracts from which appear in the first volume of 
this work. 

GEoRGE LESLIE, of Leslieville. William Leslie, the father of our 
subject, was of Scottish origin, his birth-place and that of his family being 
in the Parish of Roquart, Sutherlandshire, Scotland. He was reared upon 
a farm, and when a young man joined the Rothshire Militia, and served in 
the County of Tyrone, Ireland, where he married Catharine, eldest daughter 
of James Beatty, and sister of the Rev. John Beatty, of Cobourg. After his 
regiment was disbanded he returned home and engaged in agricultural 
pursuits until October, 1826, when he emigrated to Canada with a family 
of eight children, and joined the Rev. -John Beatty at Streetsville. He . 
settled upon two hundred acres, lot 14, concession 12, · of York Town
ship, a portion of which he cleared and improved. In 1837 he com
manded a company of York Militia, and served during the campaign. Many 
years later he drew a pension from the Crown ' for his services in Ireland. 
He died in 1877 at Streetsville, leaving a family. of eight children. He 
was a strong Conservative in politics. ,. George Leslie, of Leslieville, 
was the second son in his fatjl.er's family. He was· born in Sutherland
shire in 1804, and was twenty-one years qf age w'hen he left home and 
came to York, where he entered the service of the late Hon. George 
Crookshanks, Commissary General. He rerpained with him one season, and' 
then for several years acted in the capacity of gardener and florist to the 
Hon. William Allen, and the Hon. John Henry Dunne, Receiver General. 
In 1830 he purchased from the Rev. James Beatty, at Streetsville, the old 
homestead previously occupied by his father, a portion of which he cleared 

I ' 
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and ·i~proved. In 1837 He r~moved t~ Toronto, and took up his residence 
in an old fr;ame house on King Street East , it being the place where he and 
Caroline, e1dest · da.ughter of Calvin · Davis, passed the first nine years of 
their wedded life, which began in 1836. He soon after established him-
self: ,in business as a grocer and seed merchant. His first stock of seeds 
was brought 'from Lo~don, England. Seven years later he transferred his 

"i 1 • business to the corner of 'Yonge and Colborne Streets, upon the present 
} 7 '· slte of the Bank of Commerce, where he remained until 1845, when the city 
· /1; purchased the property for $s,ooo. H e then leased from Mr. ·Charles Small 

· If.., '• ' twenty acres of land east of the Don, for a period of twenty-one years ; he 
i purchased the land t wo years later, and, by subsequent purchases, added 

to it until he now has two hundred acres in a good state of cultivation . 
Upon this land he began business as a nurseryman, florist, and gardener. 
The business has increased rapidly until his nursery is now the largest in 
the Dominion . A portion of his land was surveyed into lots and sold to 
settlers, thus forming the nucleus of a village. In 1851 he was commissioned 
Post-master of Leslieville Post-office, which office he still holds. Two 
year.s later he was commission~d a magistrate by the Hon. Robert Baldwin, 
the duties of which office he has ever since discharged with fidelity. When 
the first fire,company ·was formed in York he became a member. Our sub
ject is· at the present time one of the oldest horticulturists in the Dominion, 
and has been an active member of the Agricultural Society for m any years. 
Although a strong Reformer, he has never neglected his business to engage 
in political strife. He has two sons and two daughters. His eldest 
daughter, Caroline, !harried the eldest son of the Rev. Dr. J ennings, now in 
charge of the Bank of Commerce at Paris. His second daughter, Esther, 
married Alexander McDonald Allan, son of the Rev. Mr. Allan, of Goderich, 
who formerly published the Signal at that place. The eldest son, George, 
-is in partnership with his father in the nursery business, and also a magis
t rate and Commissioner for taking Affidavits. He has been Reeve for the 
Township of York for five years, and represented. St. Lawrence Ward in 
the City Council for two years. John Knox, the second son, is Clerk of the 
Township of York, and resides at Eglinton. 

J AMES LESSLIE. The events embodied in that portion of Canadian 
history which occupied the period immediately preceding, and that which 
followed, the Rebellion of 1837-8 had the effect of bringing many men into 
publicity who, but for the extreme display of faction which those events 
created, would most likely have desired to keep aloof from public affairs . 
To this class of men the subject of this brief memoir belonged, and having 
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in early life formed an intimate acquaintance with the leader of that 
Rebellion, it would be strange indeed if he had fai led to imbibe some of the 
strong political principles that lay then undeveloped in the mind of William 
Lyon Mackenzie. James Lesslie was born at Dundee, Scotland, in 1802, 
being the son of Edward and Grace (Watson) Lesslie. • His father was a 

1 
bookseller and stationer, and being what is known as well-provisioned in 
life gave his family a good education, of which, as results proved, James 
took no small advantage. In the year 1820 Mr. Lesslie, sen'r, decided on 
emigration, and chartered a vessel wh~ch was to convey himself and large 
family, numbering twelve souls in all, together with household effects and 
his goods, to the New World. Owing to the illness of the mother, however, 
they were detained some months; but, in the meantime, the second eldest ' 
son, John, in company with William Lyon Mackenzie-who had previously 
been in the employ of Mr. Lesslie, sen'r, as book-keeper-sailed for Canada,· 
and by the time the remainder of the family arrived, he was already engaged 
in business in York, now Toronto. After a prolonged voyage of seventy 

1 
days James, with a younger brother and sister, arrived at Kingston, where 
he remained. The rest of the family came out next year, going forward to 
York. Our supject commenced business in Kingston in the book and ' 
stationery line, which he conducted there for four years, removing from ' 1 

thence to York, John going to Dundas, where a branch of the business was ' 
opened. This was in 1826, and in 1833 th~ firm, Lessiie & Sons, purchased . 
property near the locality of the Globe office, and thereon erected their 
business premises. The causes which contributed to the Reb!(llion were , ' 
at this time shaping themselves, and thinking II?-en admitted the approach, ·. 
of a great crisis. Mr. Lesslie's sympathies were undoubtedly with the , , 
Reformers, though no evidence is apparent that he gave any active assist- 1 

ance to the rebels ; but this fact did not prevent him from being subjected '' 
to persecution by the parties in power during the week of the Rebellion. ' 
His premises were taken possession of by the Govl'!rnment, and he himself 
arrested and imprisoned, with his brother William. Th~y , were rele.as~d 

after an incarceration of a fortnight and enabled to return to their business . . 
A few weeks after William, going on business by stage to 'Montreal, was 
again arrested and imprisoned in Kingston Jail without any charge against 
him and treated as a crimmal for about ten days. About the period of the 
arrival of Lord Durham as Governor-General, the publication of the Exam, 
iner commenced by Sir Francis Hincks, which afterwards came into. th!( 
hands of Mr. Lesslie in 1844, and was conducted hy· him for ten years; 

1 until the settlement of the question o{ the 'Pergy Reserves.' He was also ' 
connected with the ~eoples' Bank,-the first Bank on the Scotch· pripciple 

. ' 



' 
' 

.. 
Township of Y01·k (East). 199 

in Upper. Canada-and for five years held the position of President. He 
.w.as commissioned a Justice of the Peace, an:l was an Alderman of the first 
City Council. In 1858 he retired from business, and took up his residence at 
his rural retreat in Eglinton, and now, in his eighty-second year, h~ devotes 
his well-earned leisure to books and the management of a small farm . 

. ' 

· JAMES LoNG, deceased, was born in the County Armagh, Ireland, in 
r8og, and when ten years of age came to Canada with his father. Some 
years later he, bought land on .. lot 19, concession 4, which he improved and 
cultivated until his death in ·187r. A few years before his death he added 

·'.one l)undred and twenty-five acres on lots 18 and 20, concession 4· He 
married Miss Harriet_ Hough, by whom he had eight children. George 
H., the youngest son, was born on the homestead in 1840, which he now 
owns. He married in 1875 Miss Hannah Haran, daughter of Robert 
Haran, of Scarboro'; by whom he has six children. 

~ JoHN McLATCHIE was born in Ayrshire, Scotland, in 1848. In 1858 
• he went to Ireland, and .remained some years, then emigrated to Canada, 

and fi,rst located in the Township of Scarboro', where he worked at his 
trade of blacksmith for two years. He afterwards came to Toronto where 
he has ~esided ever since. In 1879 he purchased his present property in 
Leslieville where he carries on a large carriage-making and blacksmith busi
ness, his buildil)gs occupying sixty-five feet by five hundred feet in depth. 

THoMAS MERCER, qeceased, was born in County Down, Ireland, in 
1744, and came to the United States at an early day. He settled in Phila
delphia, where ~e remained until 1793, and then coming to Canada, he, in 

1 1796, took up two hundred acres of land on lot ro, concession r, East York. 
The journey from Philadelphia was made overland, Mr. Mercer bringing 
with him a cow from his old settlement. He remained on his farm in York 
until .his death in 1829. He married Susan J ordan, of Hillsborough, County 
D.own) 'Ireland, the union resulting in seven children. Thomas, his second 
son, 'was born in ,Philadelphia in 1792, and came with his parents to Canada , 
alV.:ays remaining on the old farm, which he cleared and considerably 

·improved. He died in 1873. His wife was Catharine, daughter of John 
O 'Reilly, of Drummondsville, near Niagara, who died in 1868, leaving five 
children. Thomas Hamilton, the eldest son, was born on the old home
stead in 1822, where he has always resided, and which he now owns, and 
to which he has since added fifty acres. In 1863 he married Jane, daughter 
of vVilliam Graham, who came from Nova Scotia to Ontario in 1853. They 
had six children, five of whom are now .living, viz. : Minnie A., Ada S., 
Alfred E . E., Bertha E . M., vVilfred H. 0. 
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JoHN MILLS was born in Lincolnshire, England, in r825, and emigra ted 
to Canada in r848. He first settled in Thornhill, where he remained two 
years, subsequently removing to Toronto, and, taking charge of the Clyde 
Hotel, conducted that establishment from r856 to r878. After giving up 
the hotel business , he went to his farm known as the Clyde Cottage, on the 
Don and Danforth Road, where he cultivated one hundred acres of land. 
In r854 he married Mrs. Arnitt, a widow, who died four years later. He 
married again , his second wife being Priscilla, daughter of George Lambert, 
by whom he had eleven children, nine still living. 

ALEXANDER MILNE, deceased, was born in Forfarshire, Scotland, in 
1777, and on emigrating to the United States in r8or settled at Oyster Bay, 
Long Island, where he followed weaving, having at one time ten hand. 
looms in operation, from which place the family removed to Duchess 
County, N.Y., 'where he had t aken charge of a woollen mill, and in I8r3 
moved toN ew Jersey, and engaged in the cotton-bleaching business, having 
got out a patent for that process, He remained there four years, and on 
the recommendation of the British Consul at New York he came to Canada 
r8r7, locating on the east half of lot 5, concession 2, East York, where he 
took up five hundred acres of land. He erected a saw-mill in r827, which 
he carried on for five years, but for want of power, . he afterwards built 
another saw-mill on the east branch of the River Don in r832, which was 
in successful operation until after his death in r877. In r8oo he married 
Miss Jane Gibson, also a native of Forfarspire, Scotland, who died in 1835 
leaving seven children. Mr. Milne again married, his second wife being 
Mrs. Ann Kirk. William Milne, his eldest son, was born in ,Scotland ~n r 8or, 
and always assisted his father to carry on the business; his wife was Jane 
Weatherstone, a native of Berwick-on-Tweed, by whom he had five sons 
and four daughters, eight of whom are now living. . Alexander W. Milne, 
the eldest son of William Milne, was born on the old homestead in 
r837, and was always interested in the business established by his grand
father, after whose death he, in company with his father, erected a large 
brick woollen mill orrthe same site, and adopted more improved machinery. 
Mr. William Milne's death, which occurred in r88r, left the business in the 
hands of his son Alexander W . Milne, who is engage!i in the business at 

· this time. H e was married in r867 to Miss Harriet Margaret Heron, 
daughter of Richard Heron, by whom he has three sons and one daughter. 

JosEPH H . MITCHELL is a native of L ondon, England, where he was 
born in r822. He early came to Cana~a, and for thirty-two ;.:ears was 

,, 
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.for~man of a department in the establis)lment of Hay & Co. In 1859 he 
purchased five acres on lot g, on which he grows fruit of every description. 
ln 1850 'he married Eliz?-beth Spenc(), sister of the Hon. Robert Spence, 

_ ex-Postm'!-ster-Gen~ral. '· · 
•J, '>I ' ') 

. THOMAS MITCHELL is a native of Devonshire, England, where he was 
• 'born in 1822, and emigrating to Canada in 1849, located first in London, 

Middlesex County, where he was t;mployed by Judge Allen. The Judge 
removinp- to Toronto' after Mr. Mitchell had been in his service six months, 
he r~moved with him and continued in his employment for three years. He 
subsequently. engaged with Mr. John · Cull, as foreman in the Starch 
Factory, with whom h~ remained eight years. He then began business for 

I 

him$elf as grocer on Kingston Road, and built the first brick_ store east of 
the Don (1858). This was on the corner of Kingston Road and Scadding 
Street, and was k_nown as "Mitchell's Corner." In 1861 he purchased a lot 
on Market Square, ·Barrie, Ontario, and built thereon the Victoria Hotel, 
which he afterwards sold. ' In 1871 Mr. Mitchell retired from business 
which is now carried 'on by his son. He purchased a private resrdence 
known as Rose Lawn, in St. Matthew's Ward, where he now lives in ease 
and comfort. - Mr. Mitchell married in 1852 Miss Mary Ann Joslin, of 
Devonshire, England, by whom he has one son and four ·daughters. Once 

, pnly since leaving it has Mr. Mitchell revisited his beautiful native county 
which, with pardonable pride, he maintains is the" Garden of the World." 

, This trip he made in-1874. 

JoHN MYERS, deceased, was born in Yorkshire, England, in 1807, and 
in 1830 emigr;:tted to Canada, locating in the ffownship of East York, on 
lot 21, concession 4, which was then bush; this he cleared, fenced and made 
his home until his death in 1868. Mr. Myers also worked at his trade of 
shoemaking. He married Miss Jane Hopper, a native of Yorkshire, Eng-

' land, by whom he had thirteen children, four of whom are now living. 
Hobert, the youngest.so11, resides in -the county. He was born on the old 
homestead, whi<>h he now owns. In 1877 he married Miss Caroline, 
O.aughter of Robert' H~ron of Scarboro', the issue of this union being' three 
daughters . 

FRANK NicHoLsoN, deceased, was born on the old homestead in 1850, 
and is the son of J ohn Nicholson, deceased. He remained at home up to 
the time of his death in 1882, carrying on the same business as his father 
before him, viz. : fruits and gardening. In 1837 he married Miss Susan 
Felstend, of the same township, by whom he had five children. 
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GEORGE NICHOLSON, the youngest son of John Nicholson, deceased, 
was born on the old homestead in 1: 84r. He has always resided in the 
township, and has been engaged in gardening on his own account for the 
past ten years . H e owns sixty acres and cultivates ten acres. In r 874 he 
married Miss Elizabeth Collins, of Don Mills, by whom he has three 
children. 

JOHN N rcHOLSON; deceased, is a native of Sheffield, England, where he 
was born in r8ro. When ten years of age he came to Canada, and 
engaged in gardening, and subsequently taking up ten acres on Pape's 
Avenue, which he cleared and otherwise improved, he lived there until his 
death in r866. He married Miss Mary Hartley, also a native of Sheffield, 
by whom he had six children, three of whom are yet living. John, the 
~ldest son, was born in Toronto in 1843· He remained at home on his 
father's place until he reached his twenty-first year, after which he engaged 

"in gardening on his own account, and has always continued in that ipdustry, 
cultivating at present eleven acres. In r864 he married Miss Caroline 
Cooper, who died in r877, leaving four children. He married again, his 
second wife being Miss Hannah E. Lester, who died in r879· He then 
married a third time, on this occasion to E lizabeth Bolton, by whom he has 
one child. 

J AMES PAPE is the second son of J oseph Pape, who came to Canada at 
an early day. He was born in Toronto in r845, and has always continued 
a resiqent in or near the city, and is at present engaged in business as a 
florist at No. 12 Carlaw Avenue, his premises and land having a frontage 
of eight hundred and fifty feet by one hundred and thirty-five feet. He 
proposes extending his greenhouse arrangements, which will necessitate the 
using of about ten thousand square feet of glass. Mr. Pape was a represen
tative of St. Lawrence Ward in the City Council, and occupied that 
position two years. He married in 1856 Miss Agnes Patterson, by whom . 
he has seven children. 

GEORGE PHiLIPS was born in F ifeshire, Scotland, in r856. He emi: 
, grated to Canada in 1876, and settled• in Toronto; remaining in the city 

· . . ' , until r884, when he removed east of the Don, having under cultivation for 
fruit -growing twenty acres of land. Mr. }?hilips rs married .and has a 
family of three children. 

HENRY PHILIPS, proprietor of the Brick Works, Doncaster, was born in 
Rochester, Kent, England, and coming to Canada, in r872, worked at his 

r . 
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· trade up to 1875, after which he started the manufacture of bricks at Rose
dale, continuing one year. He then commenced near his present location' 
his yard giving employment to about ten hands, with a yearly out-put of 
EOix hundred thousand to eight hundred thousand. 

JoNATHAN PRESTON was born in England in 1826. He came to Canada 
in 1857, and located first in Halton County, where he stayed about six 
years, afterwards coming to York and locating on lot u, East York, where 
he remained about eight years. He then purchased thirty-four acr~s on 

.. ·lot 7, con~~ssion · 2 from the Bay, and in 1874 moved on to lot ,6, where he 
has since resided. Of late years he has been engaged in the milk business, 
which he still carries on. · In 1849 he married Miss Sarah H . Wilson, a 
native of England . 

. GEORGE RoBSON, was born at Lockington, Yorkshire, England, in 1826. 
In 1847 he emigrated to Canada a!fd located in York Township, where he 
engaged in farming up to 1877; since which time he has been' living retired 

1 'at Eglin ton. In 1853 he married Miss Elizabeth White, of York Township. 

J. McCRAE Ross was born in Rothshire, Scotland, in 18oo, being the 
eldest in a family of two sons and two daughters. His father, Andrew Ross, 
married a Miss McCrae. Both parents died in Scotland. His only brother 
was a great botanist ; he visited the mountains of Siberia, being sent there 
by the managers of the Botanical Gardens, London, England; while there 
he contracted a disease of which he died on his return to Scotland. Mr. 
Ross came to Canada in 1833, and remained for one year at Picton. Then, 

. having lear1ned engineering in Scotland, he superintended the construction 
of the first railroad in Nova Scotia. In 1846 he settled in Toronto. For 
a year he was clerk. in the office of John Eastwood, a publisher. For about 
the next fourteen years he was bookkeeper and clerk in various offices. In 
1862 he settled on thirteen acres of land on lot 10, concession 1, of the 
Town.ship of York, and engaged in farming; this is his present residence. 
In I 845 he married Hannah, only daughter of William Stabler. H e has no 
children. Mr. Ross is a ~eformer in politics, and a Presbyterian m 
r~ligion. 

I 

A. RuDD is a native bf Devonshire, England, where he was born in 
1833. In 1853 he emigrated to Canada, and took up his residence in 
Quebec, where he stayed two years, afterwards coming to Toronto and 
entering into the employment of the Bank of Upper Canada. He remained 
two years at the bank, and then settled on what is now Logan's Lane, where 

,_ ' 
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h e acquired nine acres of land, and commenced the gardening business, in 
which he has been successfully engaged for over twenty-eight years. In 
1828 he married Miss Elizabeth Tulford, of Cumberland, England, the 
marriage being productive of only one child , a daughter. 

N ATHANIEL Ruoo was born in Devonshire, England, in 1828, and in 
1862 came with his brother to Canada, since which time he· has been 
engaged in market-gardening. Ih I864 he purchased his present home on 
the Don and Danforth Road, and in I853 he married Miss Mary McGrath, 
who died in I866, leaving him one daughter. 

WILLIAM SAMMON was born in the County of Kent, England, in I84I, 
and came to Canada in I87r. H e settled in the County of York in I 872, 
bought twenty acres, lot 7, concession 2, of bush land, which he has very 
much improved, erecting a large house and out-buildings. He is engaged 
in market-gardening and the fruit- growing trade. In r863 he married Miss 
Mary Ann Inward. 

ScHMIDT B Ros., grocers, 24I Kingston Road, established this business 1 

in I883. They carry general groceries, flour and feed, with a trade equally 
. divided between city and country, which amounts to about $6,ooo annually, 
The store has a frontage of 25 x 50 feet, is constructed of brick, and is 
two storeys high. The firm is composed of Albert and Frederick Schmidt, 
who are Canadians by birth. 

HENRY ScRACE, deceased, was born in the County of. Sussex, England, 
in r8or. In 1829 he came to Canada, and in 1832 purchased one hundred 
acres of uncleared land on lot I?, concession 4, East York, where he 
remained until I85o, afterwards removing to lot 20, concession 4, where 
he lived until his death in 1876. In I833 he married Miss J ane Long, by 
whom he had seven children, three of whom are living. vVilllam, the eldest, 
was born on the old homestead in I836, and now owns one hundred acres 
of the same. George, the youngest son, was born in I842, and married 
Mary Jane Sheppard of Scarborough Township, daughter of Paul Sheppard, 
by whom he has had two sons and two daughters. He owns and resides 
on lot I?, concession 3, East York. 

, ! ALBERT SEDGWICK is a native of Toronto, -and was bor~ in r86o. H e 
'> has been, and is still, engaged in market -gjirdening, at present cultivating 

''I 

' sixteen acres of land, and is the owner of two acres of land on Pape's 
Aven ue. 

1 
He employs about four hands, and trades principally with dealers 

I. 
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1
in the city. George, his eldest brother, was born in Toronto in 1852, and 
since r872 has been engaged cultivating nine acres for himself. Mr. Sedg
wick married Miss Mary Kennedy, by whom he has four children. 

THoMAS SHEPARD was born on Yonge. Street in r8o4, and is the eldest 
son of Joseph Shepard, who. came to Canada about the year I7Jf, · ~nd '·\' ~~ ' (:, 
settleq in York County at an early day. He (Joseph Shepard) y.ras· an , i ~ \ 1 

.I 
Indian trader, and 'travelied all through the countryf and in connection i .I 'j l 
with the settlement of Toronto assisted to build the first shanty. Thomas, .. :.,if 
the subject of this sketch, remained at home until 1837, and tpen commen<;ed ', ' 
the milling busine&s, which he carried on until r 86o. Since that time h€( has , 
lived retired with his daughter, Mrs. Christopher Harrison. Mr. Shepa~d." 
took an active part in the Rebellion of 1837, and was one of the historical ~ ~ 
fifteen who escaped from Kingston Penitentia1ry. In 1830 he married Miss 1 \,1 P '· 

Nancy Woolcut, by whom he had seven children. 
' 

N. SHEPHERD was""' born in t~e County of Norfolk, England, in r814, ,1 

where he remained until 1836; emigrating in that year to Canada. He ' 
ca'me direct to York County, and settled in the township of the same name 
where he has since continued a promin~nt r•esident. He was a miller by 
trade, and located at different places, at different periods of his life. He 
has held the office of Assessor and Collector for the township for the past 
twenty years, and for a like period has be'en a resident of Eglington. In 
r837 he married Miss ~Jith Wilson, of York Township1 who died in 1871 . 

BERNARD SoMERS, deceased; was born in the County of Cavan, Ireland, 
in r8o8, and remained there until 1832! , He then · emigrated to Amyrica, 
and after remaining some time in New York he went to Connecticut, where 
he lived until rR56, afterwards coming to Canada, and settling near 
Toronto on the Kingston Road. '' Subsequently he purchased twenty 'acres ' 
of l~nd on ·the Don and Danforth Road, lot 11, concession 2, · which he · 
clfared and lived on until his death in 1879· Mr. Somers married Miss 
Mary Caffray, of Ireland, by whom he had nine children, five of whom are. 
living. Hugh, the second son, was born in Ireland, and came to this 1 

country with his parents, and at present resiqes on the old homestead. ·· 
' . ;,ll 

CuBETT SPARKHALL 'was born in Norfolk, ]England, in 1821, and is the 
youngest son of Cubett Sparkhall, deceased, · who died in 1821; In 1832 ' 
our subject came to Canada in company with his mother and family, 11-nd 
in r839 started in the butchering business, occupying a stall, in the old 'and 
new markets up to r 870, when Ite retired from retail business, but continued . ··' 
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to ·~o so~ething in the wholesale trade'. ·' In I 845 he purchase~ a farm on 
Logan's Lane, where he has resided ever since. In ,1840 he married Miss 
Eliza Moore, daughter of James Moore, .,of Toronto, by whom he had six 
rihildren, five of '\vhom are living. ·~ , ·J 1 ••• ·1 1 ' 

lj ' ' !· ' ' : ,' . ,· l, . 
1 · JAMES B.' SQUARES was born in D~vonshire, Epgland, .i11 x82r, and in 
i:854 emigrat~d · t~~ York ' C?un~y, ·Canada, ' where Jle 'carried on market
gardening ever since. In 1857 he purchased the place where he now resides, 
oh Logan's Lane.• In x85;r he married Miss Ann Nash, of Lopdon, Eng
land, by whom he has four children. 1' 

' ' , 
1 : • •1 - ' 'I • 

i\, 1 OHN STRADER is a Canadtan by birth, and ha~ p~en a restdent of East 
l;"o~k for the past twenty years,· eighteen of which he has been engaged in 

, ,
1 

·' ,·,
1 

c~ltivating small fruit~, flower-growing, et1:1- Since x86g he has occupied 
•. , 

1
, his present home, havmg two acres of land oniPape's ·Avenue. In r866 he 

·, 1 It' 
1 ,:.• married Miss Margaret Sedgwick, by whom he has four children • . 

: t\· ~< ·· \•' , , JAMES TAv~oR, deceased, was born in Aberdeenshire; ' Scotland; m 
. •• 1 , 

1 i 1833- In x832 he emigrated to Canada .and engaged ip. farming in York 1 

.·:r:.~l, .J·t f · · Town'ship. In 1871 he purchased two hundred acre~ of land on
1
lot 3, 

. ! l, ··u:; , n\, C?nce.ssion 3, which he very much improved and on which he erected 
. '/:' .', r P,uildings. He · married Ann, daughter of John Armstrong, of Scarboro', 

" who died in r862, leaving two sons and two daughtrrs. He married a · 
second_ time, to Mary Watson, daughter of John Watson, by whom he had 
one daughter, who died in I877. John Taylor, the eldest son of the above, 
was born on the old homestead in r862, where he l1remained ,until x88o, 

1
, going from thence to the United .States, and, after residing there about 
·," three years, returned to Canada. In r88x he married Emily Hawkins, 

, · ··'' daughter of Henry Hawkins. Mary Ann is the eldest daughter of 1 ames 1 

Taylor, and.'lives at home; Joseph lives on Yonge Street; Annie, Jane and ' 
Bella are also members of this family • 

. ·:I'.· ~ !, .' ' •. J. H. TAYLOR is the eldest son of J<;>hn Taylor, deceased~ · a;nd was born 
1 ~', ;\ at the Don Mills in 1853. He remained on the old homes

1
tea,d until x87g, 

... ~ ,' ·rj ·, "' whe~ r~ removed to hi~ pr~sent la~ge far~, whi~h ~ontai~s ~ve hundred 
;. · · , , acres, on lot ro, concession 3, where he devotes hts time prmctpally to the 

'• \'." ; breeding of cattle. In 1879 he married Miss Matilda McLean, daughter of 
t. ·• ~ • . .1".1 Daniel McLean, by whom he has three sons, viz.: John', Cqarles McLean 

i .~ ·, · 'I ·' and Morton. . . . 1. ' 

" II ~l r~ '\ ' i · • . l 

,1 t ,l ;; .. , , THoMAS S. THOf!.N was born in the Coun~y 'of Kent, England,> in x8og. · · \ 
·, ~~ His father, accompanied by his el~est son, came to Canada' in 18x6, being 
d 
'~,1' •, I·' •' 

\ I' ' ., 
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followed two years later by his wife and family, which included Thomas., , 
His father s~ttled in Durham County ; but Thomas learned ill Toronto the , ,,, 
trade ()f brick}llaker, w~ich he' followed for many years. He was engaged ,. ·i1· 
in the erection of many of the ~arlier building~ of the city, notably the first · 
Roma'n CiJ.tholic Church iri r82x. He married Miss Catharine Hanan,'by 1 
whom he had 'six children, two of whom are dead; his wife died in r883. ·' 
Mr. Thorn has held the office of County Constable for the last thirty·t:vo years. 

JosEPI~ TREBELCOCK, grc:cer, Norway, established his business iq x88r , 
and located first at Leslieville ~ 'removing to his present premises a little 
later. He has built a large brick store and residence, having a frontage of 
thirty by forty-five feet', where ~~e does a large and increasing trade. Mr. 
Trebelcock was born in Norway, East York, where he has always resided. 
His wife ~a51 a Miss Fox, ·a native of Leslieville. •' 

JoHN WALMSLEY, deceased~ was born in Lancashire, England, in r 8o4, 
and in r825 emigrated to Canada and settled in the Township of York, 
where he resided up t~ th~ time of his death in 1847. He married Miss 
Mary Cunningham, who came 'to Canada at an early day. ] ames, the ' 
eldest son, was born in 1830 on the old homestead, where he remained until 
r844. He then wen~ to Simcoe .County and attended school for eighteen 
months, after which he learned the waggon-making trade. In r864 he 
purchased one hundredacr~s of land on lot 14, concession 3, which he has 
improved and on which h~ still resides. For the last twenty years he has 
beeq engaged in gardening and growing small fruits. In 1855 he married 
Miss Eleanor Langrill, of Eagleton, by whom he has nine children, seven 

• of whom are living. ':., 

JoHN WEBBER~ fl,orist, Kingston Road, was born in Devonshire, Eng
land, and came to Canada in r87o. Previous to his settlement in Toronto 
he had located in London and Barrie, and was in the employment of Chief 
Justice Harrison and Mr. C. W. Howland. His property has a frontage of 
two hundred and forty by three hundred feet. . . 

STEPHEN WEBSTER was born in Northamptonshire, England, in 1830, 
and came to Canada in 1 1842; he first settled in the Township of King, 
where he remained for ~everal years. In 1854 he married Miss Huldah 
Doan, of the same township, ·by whom he had· two children; his first wife 1 

having died, he married Miss Isabella Williams, of Picton, Prince Edward 
County; in 1859, by whom he has six children. In r86g he took up his 
re!lidence' in :r<;>ronto; the following •year 'he engaged in the manufacture 
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and sale of ~achine oils; in which business he continu-ed up to. x88o; subse
i •, quently purchasin~ eleven .a'cres o~ the Don ~nd Danforth Road; on lot II, . 

1
1 1 cpncession 2, of East York, where he and his son cultivate garden produce; 

;,r tljley are also largely interested . in bee culture. 1 
, 1 

.1 . , I . · . 
1. HuGH WILSON is the eldest son of William Wilson and was born in 
' Ireland in r812 . . He came to; Cariada with hi~ parents, and his principal 
occupation has been that of {arming, although at one time h·e·navigated 
the lakes. During the- Mackenzie Rebellion he took an active part, and 
was present at the burning of Montgomery's Hotel and the skirmish on 
Yonge Street, and was on the side of the Government. Mr. Wilson is one 
of the oldest residents in the township and a general authority in aJl matters 
relating to township lore. He married Miss Mary Cawley', of Wexford, 
Ireland, who died in r883, .leaving one son and OI1e daughter. He married 
again, his second wife being Miss Ann Brown~ of Lincolnshire, England, 
by whom he haS five Children, four Of WhOm are livinf{, I 

·~· JAMES YouNG, . postmaster and merchant, Doncaster, was born in 
' Berwick-on-Tweed, Scotland, in r824, 'and came to . Canada in x853, settled 

at once iri Doncaster, where he has resided ever since, and is one of the 
settlers in this locality. He carried on hotel and store for over twenty years 

' flnd has been postmaster for fifteen years. He was twice married, first in 
'' Scotland, and a ·second time in Doncaster, to Anne Hogg, daughter of 
. John Hogg, a Yox:k pioneer. He has two sons and six daughters, married 

and settled in the vicinity. 

'· '' 
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THE iOWNSH~P Of ~YORK 
A Sketch Of Its Early History, 

Growth and Development 
By STAN SEAl, 

,. The Township of York at one 
time contaln~d n very large ten!

. tory, Including . those areas now 

t known as the City of Toronto; the 
, townships· ot Yorlc, North York 

to.nd East York; ,and tbe villages o! 
Forest Hill, Swansea and Lcaslde. 
The hL5torie~ of all these lnunlci

' palities are ~closely Jnterwoven into 
the history of ''Toronto." 

"Toronto" in early references wp_s 
a vaguely defined entity, embracing 
as much as st!leral present cour.

' ties. Some maps even included J.ake 
\Simcoe and Geo1·ghn Bay o.a ''L'lke 
J Toronto." The Humber ldver was 
referred to as the "R~;•,:r 'l'oronlo.'' 

' I'The origin of the na.'lle is. equally 
ucertain; some histm·i:ms be1le"le 

ftbat It was derived from tile lt~ui.Jm 
word .for "meetlllti place" wh:lc 

1iltl.er~ thll lk that '".roronl<>" W'IS 
the l<,rencb misspelling of the nanu'l 
l;ot a famous Indian chief who rulc<l 
o~er a lat'ge area. around Huronia 
and Luke On tario. 

In any 1:ase, Indians dwelt a t the 
IIJlOttths of the Don and Humber 

-Rivers, and long !Jef::re ihe ::on
quest of Canada by the British, the 
:French referred to th;.s are<~ as the 
"Toronto Region." Indeed, tlter~ iS 

' a strong evidence ';() indicate that 
n large prosperous Indi!ln .~ettle
meut flourished In what is now 
known as North Toronto, where a 

'good artesian spring pro·oded their 
water' supply. It Is likely that this 
Efttiement, centred near present 
Castlefjeld Avt.nue and Avenue 
Road, was destroyed by the Iroquois 

f =wme time before the arrival of the r :French in 161.5. 
Etienne B.rule, the first white 

man to see Ln.ke Huron, Georgian 
· Bay ant;t Sault Ste. Mal1e, was also 
lthe fl~t to see Lake Ontario. In 
S£piember, 1615, "at the ~oUth of 
the Humlx:r, Brule fi.rnt aaw On
tario's broad expanses"; he had dls
rcovered the well-worn 1·oute from 
'Georgian Day to Lake Ontario. lt 
\1$ evident that long before the {;Olll-

g of the whitP. man the Humber 
iver serv" as a main artery of 

lcommw11caUon tor the Indians. 
in.emains ot Indian J;ettlt;ments and 
llurial grounds fotmd In the Hum-

l'r Vall~y substaniiate the claim 
~~at this area W!l.S a. natural trati

lng centre and a meeting plnce for 
e early Canadians. The mouth of 1e #Humber Rl.v~ became the 

logical location for a flourishing 
trading post and settlement. 

In t.l}is locality ~hen, Fort Roullie 
was eital>llsiled by 1,hc Fril:~.c.h 1u, 
1749, to serve boll+ r.s a trading I 
centre to iuten:ep!. the m'l!n tr~de, t 
and as a stro11g outpo>t ~o proteGt' 
their territor:~- agalnst encroachments 
frc.m t.he souM1 bv thv EngHsh a,ud 
their Indian a ll!Ps, Ten year:; Ia! er, 
in 1759, the Frencb were tlefeatcd j 
In the Battle of tile Plams of 
Abraham, and shonly after, by th..li 
U:nus of the Trelity of P!l:ls, 1763,~ 
Fnmch Canada wa.s eedeti to I he J 
British. Engl!sh tn1ders, officialsl 
and demobiliz~d .soldiers appeat ed 
I"Ild the fQuid.ltions wer~ la:d. for 
a British settl.'lm•lr·! 1 

The ~erican War of Indepen
dence gave tl e first' im petu,s to any 
substant ial setUement plans. At 
the conclusJon of this w11r In 1783,! 
grants of latid and other assls~ance 
were offered by the British gov~rn
mellt to those citizens of the Ame:
lcan colonies who bad remained 
loyal to the Crowp, 1111d who wisht!d 
to settle in Canada. 'l'Ws con.~lder
able influx o! United Empire Loy
alists, as they were called~ ensured 
a colony in this area o! iur~nse!y 
loyal British subjects. 'I'hesa original 
colonists and their descendants, in 
association with United Empire 
Loyalis ts in ot11er parts of Wll&t is ' 
now known ~ Ontario, l~layed an I 
important part in the !ormation 
and development of Uppdr Canada , 
(Ontario). From t..1.en. untU now, 
Toronl;o and its environs have been 
settled largely bY pe;>pld from th,-! 
British IslE'S, and ~he populatio,l o! 
York Township is still preponder
antly or British stock. 

The- United Empire Loyalists in 
Upper Canada established tbeir 
homes along the shore~ o! Lake 
vntarlo. ;a: · mentioned a~ve the 
grants apd other material assistam:e 
held out as indu~mm1t, -i.nd not 
withstanding the important .w.petus 
to colonization thus ;;tven, nv l'i!J8 
the total po,mlaUon of the Town
ships o! York, Etoblcok:e an<;i Seal'·· 
borough totalled only 749. Fron1 tht.~ 
small b Inning has grown our 
Metropolitan area ot G 1' e a t e r 
Toronto with n population of over 
a million. York Township one of 
the three ntginal townships, bas 
ocen the greatest contributor. 

Next week:'~ article will deal with 
new roads being built and settle- ' 
me!,!~~ springing ):IP· , ,, . • M 

..... ·.·tt •• , ..... , 

~) :~ '"!·""'it' , '* ~, .... ~,: 
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THE TO SHIP OF YORK 
A Sketch of I ts Early History, 

Growth and Development 
By STAN SEAL 

,,- '', 1 ' - ., ' 

' , Last month we were running ar
"tlcles on the Township of Yor>r 
' by Mr. stan Seal. ' During. this 
month we C\ld not have space to 
print these aiticles, but w·e are con
tinuing them now. In the last ar
ticle -bY Mr. Seal, he brought his 
readers up to the' time of William 
IV wtwn "in pursuance of the sta
tute passed in the fi~bh year of the 
reign of his Majesty William IV, the 
inhalbltants of the Township of 
York will meet in the house of Wil
liam cummers '<formerly a tavem) 
on Monday, ti:Je 4th day of Janmu·y, 
1836, for the purpose of forming 
township officers". Now to continue 
with the hlsbory of the toWllSihip 
from -that da~- Editor's note. ! At this meetin~ James Harvey 

1 Price was elected Chairman. As the 
1· premises were not considered suited 
to the. purpose of the meeting, the 

rgather~ng adjow·ned to the ~vern 
. of John Montgomery . •• the same 
I Montgomery's tavern where one 
ryear later .William Lyon Mackenzie 
I. rallied. his rabble army :for tile 
march on the Parliament Buildings. 
At this inaugural . meeting the 
I treasurer submitted the financial 
1 r eport, in sterUng: 

Receipts - 12 pounds, 15 shillings 
·11nd 7 pe~ce. 
r Payments _: 4 pounds 4 pence. 
I Balance - , ~ pounds· 15 shillings 
and 3 pence. 

,1 For many years the . treasurer's 
records were kept in two currencies, 
in pounds, shillillgs and pence and 
:in dollars. Four council meetings a 
year were held. The following fiJ:l
;aiwial reports S'how ,how the Town
~ip prQgressed slowly during the 
illlneteenlh century, followed by a. 
r.a.p!<i expansion from 1900 to 19-25. 
1860 . ' ' .$ 11,072.76 $ 1,916.16 
1870 14,630.42 4,327.38 
18110 68,551.22 46,242.68 
'1910 219,826.24 42i,018.56 
•1920 3,105,9&6.70 4,957,913.30 
111125 . - • - 1Q,008,(_)38.6? 14,4!}5,2411.34 
~- Eglinton remamed the focal point 

1
or tlw Township until ~bout thirty 
years ago. Nomination and pther 

!important meetings were held in 
i; .... _c.;r 

~ '' 
the Town Hall .tn · NotU1 Toronto 
because of its convenleiJ.t loc~:~-t.tt>n. 
In 1907 the Council leased · the ! 
premises a t. King and Jarvis streets :.' 
from the Canadian Bank of Com
merce for township offices. In 1949 
the (-'OllstructiO!!\ of a modern muni- :' 
cipal bUilding was begun at Eglinton 
4venue and Trethewey Drive.' · 1 

As settlements within the town• ~ 
ship continued to grow in illl[lort- ~ 
ance a,nd size, they either secededA 
to become independent municipali- ~/ 
ties (•North Toronto, Yol~llle, l 
Weston, etc.) or were ·annexed to · 
the r a.pidly expanding town of 
York, or later, to the city of To
ronto. York Township then !o1md 
itself in the following .situation; '1 
as the mother municipality it was 
gi v1ng birth to . ?ther mu.n}-cipallties. l 
wihich on reaching ma.tur1ty, set up 
their own independent households, 
or broke away to join the City of l 
Tomnto. ,. This carving up of the 
Township continued . for a little 
more than a century until 1925, 
since which t ime tne Township has 
remained int<lct. 

In trais period, that is from 1800 I 
to 1925, there existed the anomaly 
of e. municipality deorellSing in 'I 
area, but increasing in population . 
and importance. Because _ York 
Township continually sutrered the 1 

losll of its more developed areas, it l 
remained a rural municiPQ.llty un- 11 
til comparatively recently. , 

62,091 Aeres To 5,050 
1 

In 1886 ~e Township contaJned j 
62,091 acres; in 1925 it had shrunk 1 
to 5,()j)() acres. In about forty years 
York Township lost eleven twelfths ) 
of its area to the City of Tol"<>nto. ' 
or to towns, villages and new town- , 
ships incorporated ou !ts bonllers. 
In 1886 the .population was a mere , 
9,300; in 1925, in an area. 1/l:t the -! 
size .the- population l1ad increased i 
fivefold, tO 47,233. daining in -popu- • 
lation and compactness, York: 'I 
Township was ·clearly changing , 
.frc_l a rural to an 1wban. mUIO.lcl- I 
pallty, which by 1925 WQS the sixth 
largest In populwtion in Ontario, 
ex:ceeded only by Toront o, HamUbon, , 
Ottawa, Windsor ·-and London. 

'' 

I 

il I 
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Some s ources of informa tion : (1980 ) 

THE BOROUGH OF YORK HISTORICAL SOCIETY. Ha s records mostly on 
'.Jest on. JVIrs . I an Ha lder : 247-1588 

I"rr . \vm . Easton : 231-5895 

BOROUGH OF YORK A~CHIVES . 

ETOBICOKE PUBLIC LI BRARY. 
Index to local history . 
ONTARIO HISTOLUCAL ,:JOCIErY. 

~.:·s . :I-31 n 'fa'l)ilton 

Archivist Mr . John Andree: 653- 2700 
Advertiser Guardi an (periodical). 

Mr. Ernest 3uchner : 486- 1232 
Mrs . Mos sman: 244- 5061 

Ontario Provinci al Archives ; 965- 4039 . 
Have to do own research a t t he Archives. St aff is very helpful 
and fri endly. 
JV1ETROPOLIT AN TORONTO REFERENCE LIB RARY Ba l d w.in Room : 928-527 5 . 
Canadian history. 
FAIRBANKS PRESBYTZRI AN CHURCH . Rev. Ramsd en: 787- 0513 . 

~B . ROYLE : 651-7165. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Corporation of the Borough of York enters the final two decades of the 
Twentieth Century with a solid foundation of achievement. For nearly 200 years 
it has provided its citizens with the infrastructure upon which to grow and the 
administration by which to live safely and securely. 

This pamphlet is offered to visitors of the Canadian National Exhibition 
with pride in our accomplishments and confidence in our future. 



YORK- 200 Years of History! 

The Borough of York has a history spanning nearly 200 years. 
The area which originally comprised the old Township of York was a rectangular piece of land 

located on the north shore of Lake Ontario. Its boundaries were approximately: in the east, 
Victoria Park Avenue; in the west, the Humber River; and in the north, Steeles Avenue. 

On September 23rd , 1787, this area, as yet unsettled and unsurveyed, was a part of the 
" Toronto Purchase" . By 1792 York Township was part of the newly surveyed Home District which 
was administered by the Quarter Sessions of the Peace, a group of justices or magistrates who 
met four times a year - a precursor of our present day Municipal Council. 

The Baldwin Act of 1849 replaced the appointed Quarter Sessions with local councils duly 
elected by the people. 

Although there were a number of acts passed in the legislature during the years 1834 to 1849, 
which altered the political structure of local government in Upper Canada, little is known about 
the actual political happenings that took place in the Township of York. It is presumed that the fire 
of 1881 destroyed the township minutes as they are not in existence to-day. 

The Township of York passed 1,952 by-laws from 1850 until 1902. The first by-law 'Nas for 
" suppressing the growth of weeds detrimental to good husbandry" ; the second was tc "tax the 
owners of dogs" . 

In 1853 began the erosion of the geographical extent of York Township. Yorkville was 
incorporated as a v~Jiage in 1852 and annexed to the City of Toronto in 1883. Parkdale was 
incorporated and was subsequently annexed to the growing City. Rosedale, East Toronto, West 
Toronto and North Toronto were all incorporated as villages or towns and eventually annexed to 
the City of Toronto. 

The Town of Weston , which is celebrating its centenn ial this year, was incorporated in 1882. 
Over the years more villages such as Swansea and Forest Hill were incorporated and 

annexed to the City of Toronto. What is the present City of North York, seceded from York 
Township to meet the demands for autonomy by local farmers. 

By 1954 York Township had shrunk to a comparatively small land-locked municipal ity, in the 
middle of the newly formed municipality of Metropolitan Toronto. In 1967 when the 13 municipali 
ties of Metro Toronto were reshaped into 6, York Township and the Town of Weston were re-joined 
to form the present Borough of York. 

BOROUGH ADMINISTRATION 

The Borough of York Council is comprised of 11 members; 1 Mayor, 2 Controllers and 8 Aldermen. 
The Mayor and Controllers sit as the Board of Control and are responsible for the annual 

budgets, contracts, personnel , labour relations and the overall executive management of the 
Borough administration. The 3 members of the Board of Control also represent York as members 
of the Metropolitan Toronto Council. 

York Council is responsible for supplying its citizens with the following services: 

Fire Protection 
Distribution of Electric Power and Water 
Local Public Parking 
Local Libraries 
By-Law Enforcement and Inspections 
Public Health 
Local Parks and Recreation 
Local Streets, Sidewalks, Sewers and Garbage Collection . 

QUICK FACTS ABOUT YORK 

POPULATION: 134,000 
AREA: 5,290 Acres 
NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS: 46,550 
AVERAGE INCOME PER HOUSEHOLD: $32,200 
TOTAL ASSESSMENT: $306 ,147,000 
1981 OPERATING BUDGET: $29 ,018,396 
1981 CAPITAL BUDGET : $3,040,900 

MAJOR INDUSTRIES: 

- Canadian General Electric 
- C.I.L. Paints Inc . 
- Cooper Canada Ltd . 
- Hilroy Ltd. 
- Kodak Canada Ltd . 

Dominion Cellulose Ltd . (Face lie) 
R. B. Hayhoe Foods Ltd . 
Paton 's & Baldwin's Canada Inc. 

- Standard Modern Tool Co. Ltd . 
- Dominion Stores Ltd . 
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MEMBERS OF YORK COUNCIL 1981-1982 

Front Row - Ald. T. Mandarano, Con t. F. Brown, Mayor G. Christie, 
Cont. P. White, Ald. C. Tonks. 

Back Row - Aldermen R. Bradd, J. Nunziata, B. Nobleman, P. 
Canavan, M. Waclawski, J. Trimbee. 

1881-1981 York celebrates , 
Weston's centennial! r:d· f1 

WEST N 
CENTENNIAL 1881~1981 



YORK 
FEST I 
180 
PROGRAMME 
HIGHLIGHTS 

As part of York's 180 Anni
versary Celebrations York Festi
val has been expanded into a 
two-day event this year. During 
the two days of festivities there 
will be fun for everyone. Plan to 
join us on June 22 and June 23 
at Coronation Park, which adjoins 
the Borough of York Municipal 
Building at 2 700 Eglin ton A venue 
West. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 22 

On Friday afternoon the Labatt's 
Blue Balloon will visit Coronation 
Park and will give rides to the public, 
going up 400 feet. 

The "Friday Night Birthday Party" 
begins at 6:00 p.m. with the opening 
of the York and Weston Lions' 
"Casino". The casino will offer games 
of chance and refreshments under a 
large, colourful marquee. Proceeds 
from the games will go towards 
financing the service work of the 
York and Weston Lions' Clubs. 

At 7:30 the York Lion's Steel Band 
will entertain. 8:00 p.m. will mark 
the Preliminaries for the "Miss York" 
contest. which will be followed by 
the judging of the "Beard Growing 
Contest". 

4 

The York Lions' Steel Band entertains at York Festival. 

BEARD GROWING 
CONTEST 

If you have noticed some members 
of Council and some Borough of 
York employees looking as though 
they had forgotten to shave, they are 
the participants in the "Beard Grow
ing Contest". The contest was con
ceived to commemorate the first 
settlers of York Township, many of 
whom wore beards. 

The beard growing contest began 
on May 11 , on which day all entrant,s 
had to be clean shaven. Participation 
in the contest was limited to members 
of Borough of York Council and 
Borough of York employees. 

There will be first and second 
prizes given in two categories: 

a) the longest beard 
b) the neatest beard 
First prize will be an electric razor. 

Second prize will be a safety razor 
and a year's supply of razor blades. 

A first prize will also be given for 
the "best effort" - or the contestant 
who has tried the hardest to grow 
whiskers. 

The beard growing contest will be 
judged by a panel of female judges 
consisting of the Borough of York 
Assistant Solicitor, Information Of
ficer and a reporter from the Weston 
York Times. 

At 8:30 p.m. the public will be 
entertained by limbo dancer Peggy 
Jackson, who will be accompanied by 
the York Lions' Steel Band. 

CROWNING OF 
11MISS YORK 73 11 

The Denny Berni Band will follow 
at 9:00 p.m. and the Crowning of 
Miss York will take place at 10:00 
p.m. Following the Crowning there 
will be outdoor dancing until midnight. 

Ventriloquist Cy Leonard and friend 
"Happy." Cy Leonard will be tbe 
Master of Ceremonies at tbe ''Friday 
Night Birthday Party" on June 22nd. 
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YORK AT THE TIME 

OF JONATHAN HALE'S 

TAIL-LESS HOGS 

Adults and children alike have 
laughed at cartoon Porky's antics on 
television. Some kids have also seen 
real pigs in our Black Creek Pioneer 
Village. However, it is our fault and 
not Disney's that Porky's true image, 
and historical significance for York 
Township, still remain in obscurity. In 
the nickname Hogtown for Toronto, 
though, there survives the Pioneers' 
slightly derisive appreciation of this 
smart and useful animal. 

Porky, the permitted political sub
ject matter, was an outlet for the 
people to exchange opinions about 
something very familiar, officially and 
in broad daylight. 

From 1793 to 1811 the number of 
inhabitants of the original York 
Township had increased from about 
a dozen to 640, living on about 120 
homesteads. Most of the farms were 
on northern parts of Y onge Street 
or nearby. Those earliest settlements 
along the Humber, the Bay and the 
Don, as well as the lands near the 
townsite did not develop because of 
inferior soil, and the land reserves of 
the Crown, Clergy, and Government 
favorites. The Town of York contain
ed 684 people and was in an am
biguous position, still being, until 
1834, formally within York Township 
but at the same time existing as a 
separate urban entity. The Province 
of Upper Canada was then governed 
by the Monarch with delegated powers 
to the Lieutenant-Governor, the ap
pointed Executive Council and the 
elected Assembly, with the "Justices 
in Quarter Sessions" dealing with 
local matters. 

In 1793, an act (33 Geo. 3, c.2) 
had stipulated: "That it shall and may 
be lawful for the said inhabitant 
householders, or the greater part of 
them so assembled, to choose the fit 
and proper person from among the 
inhabitants, to be Clerk of the said 
Parish, Town. or Township. 

The qualified inhabitants, that is 
male resident householders, were , to 

~ o~ 'l.J 
be assembled early in March by order 
of two Justices of the Peace, and were 
to elect besides the clerk also other 
officers, such as Pathmasters and 
Poundkeepers, two Assessors and one 
Collector of Rates. The first Assess
ment Act divided the inhabitants into 
several categories of owners of real 
and personal property, with 50 pounds 
being the assessable minimum and 
400 pounds the maximum. The rates 
were two shillings sixpence for the 
lowest and twenty shillings for the 
highest class, and at first only occupied 
and patented land was assessable. 

The reason remains obscure why 
no Town Meetings were held in York 
during Simcoe's regime and a year 
thereafter, i.e. prior to July 17, 1797, 
and why a special Act was needed 
"to enable the inhabitants of the 
Township of York to assemble for 
the purpose of choosing and nominat
ing Parish and Town officers." This 
historical first meeting included also 
the inhabitants of Markham and 
Vaughan Townships and took place 
somewhere, (probably at Abner Miles 
Tavern), in the tiny Town of York, 
where a local merchant, Thomas 
Barry, was duly elected for the "Town 
Clerk" and for one of the two asses
sors. George Playter became the other 
assessor, and Samuel Heron the col
lector, while John Dennis, William 
Berczy, Nicholas Miller, John Ash
bridge, Isaiah Skinner, and Abner 
Miles were chosen respectively as 
"Overseers of Highways" for the 
Humber, for the German settlement 
(in Markham), for Yonge Street. for 
the Bay, for the Don. and for the 
Town. 

The minutes of this and of the 
subsequent three Town Meetings show 
no other actions than elections of 
officials. But beginning with 1801 
Porky's appearance widened the local 
political scene tremendously. Diffe
rence of opinion soon developed 
between the Town and the Country 
peoole about Pigs' Yokes. 

The strict and somewhat undignified 
regulations regarding Porky's Yoke, 
clearly devised by the townpeople for 
their own benefit, were subsequently 
dropped in the Township, apparently 
after objections from the country 
people. Instead it was stipulated that 
the space between the rails of fences 
be limited to four inches. which 
measurement does not exceed the size 
of a teenage Porky's back. 

'jT~ c~~ 1hog?. ~~ now~a§ H)' 
learned, were therefore "Free Com
moners" without yokes on their backs 
and rings in their noses. Having only 
seen oxen with yokes and horses with 
saddles, when meeting Town pigs 
somewhere in the nearby bush, they 
may have been stunned by their 
brothers' amazing costumes. Hogs' 
excessive freedom , so it seems, had 
some drawbacks, particularly in the 
growing community, and Jonathan 
Hale's tail-less hogs did not receive 
their distinctive appearance because 
of his cruelty or aesthetic insensitivity, 
but rather because of sheer necessity. 

It is historically proven that the 
two ears of York hogs were not big 
enough to accommodate all the various 
marks of owners, and already in 1797 
John and Jonathan Ashbridge had 
to switch from the ears to the tails. 
Mind you, the Ashbridges were more 
considerate, or was it because of the 
less crowded pioneer days, and they 
cut off only a small part of Porky's 
tail. 

1 hasten to warn young scholars 
from the danger of further conclu
sions at this point, about the possi
bility of measuring the speed of 
growth of York Pioneers by arithme
tical calculations. In other words, the 
evidence is too meagre for attempts 
to relate the gradual shorteniog of 
Porky's tail in\lersely to the density 
of the population, or to the economic 
progress of the community. And be 
assured, in various places there is 
plenty of evidence available about 
other historically significant matters, 
in spite of the fire which destroyed 
local records of York Township in 
1881. 

Beginning in 1818, the yearly town 
meetings were held during the first 
week of January instead of March. 
Up to that time the population had 
grown mainly though natural increase 
slowly to 931, contained in about 
150 households. But in 1819 immi
gration from Great Britain brought 
the figure up suddenly to 1,323. 

Parallel to the increasing wealth 
seems to have grown pride and poli
tical consciousness of the Country 
People and may be there is significance 
in their choice. sometime between 
1824-29. to hold Town Meetings in 
Price's Tavern on Yonge Street in 
the township instead of somewhere 
in the Town of York. 

v.r. 15 
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Conlinued from p. 3 

YORK AT THE TIME 

. I wond~r, if the broadening of po
litical subject matter from pig's yoke 
to statute labour and turnpiked roads 
came about more or less automatically 
or did Robert Gourlay's actions and 
William Lyon Mackenzie's big mouth 
accelerate the progress. 

The years 1835, 1836, and 1837 
contained notable milestones towards 
self-government. The reform dominat
ed Legislative Assembly had in 1835 
allowed the inhabitants to elect a 
Board of Commissioners, i.e. Coun
cillors, to supervise the Township or 
Town officials instead of the Justices 
in Quarter Sessions. In January, 1836, 
a meeting took place at W. Cum
mer's house and, after an adjourn
ment, in March's Tavern on Yonge 
Street. I. Price was elected chairman 
of the meeting, and James D avis 
Daniel McDougall II, and Willia~ 
Donaldson councillors for the Town
ship. Also elected were John Willson 
TV for the township clerk, James 
MacMullin for assessor, and Abraham 
Johnson for the collector, along with 
numerous pathmasters and pound
keepers. 

The next meeting was held at the 
famous Montgomery's T avern on 
Yonge Street in January 1837, and 
became also historically significant, 
because after Mackenzie's illfated 
peasant rebellion, the Tory or Family 
Com pact dominated Assembly of Up
per Canada passed in 1838 "an Act 
to alter and amend sundry Acts re
gulating the appointments and duties 
of Town officers." This meant the 
abolition of "Boards of Commis
sioners" (or Councillors) and the 
return to the old system, i.e. under 
the appointed Justices of the Court 
of the Quarter Sessions. 

The three Councillors elected at 
Montgomery's Tavern were Jacob 
Snider, Conrad Grau, and William 
Donaldson, Elisha Pease became clerk, 
Abraham Johnson assesso r. William 
Lyon M ac kenzie ma y not have 
ridden to his famous battle on a 
York pig's back, although a certain 
school of materia listic historians could 
interpret things along those lines. In 
my opinion the essential part of 
Man's Spirit is of divine origin and 
therefore occasionally capable, like 
Mozart's music. to express the sub-

Please mail to: BOROUGH OF YORK MUTT SHOW 
2700 Eglinton Avenue West - Toronto, Ontario M6M lVl 

OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM 

MUTT SHOW 
Categories for the "Mutt Show" are: 

a) the dog with the longest tail D 
D 
D 
D 
D 

b) the dog with the shortest tail 
c) best-dressed dog 
d) largest dog 
e) smallest dog 

NAME . AGE .. 

ADDRESS . 

CITY .. . . TEL.: ....... ...... .... . 

DOG'S NAME .. AGE .. 

REMEMBER THAT THIS ENTRY FORM IS YOUR TICKET FOR 
THE DRAW FOR THF: NEW C.C.M. BICYCLE. 

lime or abstract beauty separate 
from our mundane base, as well as 
to produce superior ideas concerning 
human relations. 

A few years after the rebellion, 
that is after the hanging of Lount 
and Matthews and after the Earl of 
Durham's investigations and recom
mendations, the system of local 
government changed quite substan
tially. Between 1842- 1849 York 
Township formed a part of a la rge 
group of 40 neighborhood townships, 
called the Home District, with a very 
large elected "Regional" Council now 
handling also various local problems. 
The clerk and the treasurer of The 
District were appointed by the Crown, 
as at first also was the District 
Warden, who acted as the Head or 
Chairman of this "Metro" type of 
Council ; York had two elected coun
cillors among the first council total 
of 50 persons for the whole district, 
excluding the warden. Franklin Jackes 
and John Scarlett represented York 
on the first Council. John Willson 
was clerk for York Township during 
this period of the Home District 
Councils, and improvement of schools. 

roads, hills, bridges etc. was the main 
concern of everybody. 

Shortly before the formal incor
poration of York Township, the last 
Home District Council published a 
statistical summary of the area as of 
about 1848, which information is 
extremely interesting for comparisons 
between the Townships. It appears 
that York was already quite sophisti
cated and contained, in absolute as 
well as in relative terms, more skilled 
tradesmen and labourers than, for 
instance. Scarborough . 

. The new Municipal Act, passed 
m 1849, abolished the Districts and 
their corporate functions were given 
to . . Counties, Townships. Separated 
Clt1es, Towns and Villages. Five mem
bers were elected to the Council of 
the now form ally incorporated Town
ship of York , and in January, 1850, 
those five gentlemen chose from 
among themselves Franklin Jackes 
the first Reeve of our historically 
important Municipality, 

JOHN ANDRE, 
Borou{!h of York Archivist 
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MISS YORK CONTEST RULES 

It is distinctly understood by me that acceptance of my application for entry is conditional upon the following 
terms: 

1. That I am of the age of seventeen to twenty-two years. 

2. That (if under the age of eighteen) I have obtained the consent of my parents or guardian to enter such 
event. 

3. That I am a resident of the Borough of York. 

4. That I am not a permanent employee of the Corporation of the Borough of York. 

5. That I understand that in the event the winner is unable to fulfill her obligations within the stipulated 
time, the first runner-up will automatically take her place. 

6. That I will allow my name and photograph to be used by the Borough of York, or anyone authorized by 
the Borough, in any publicity in connection with the festival before and after the event, and T will require 
no payment or charge of any nature for the use thereof. 

7. That 1 have never been married, and have no plans to marry before July 1st, 1973. 

8. That 1 will not hold the York Festival Committee liable for any costs, damages or claims of whatsoever 
kind or nature, which I may hereafter have in respect of, or arising directly from my entry to the said 
pageant. 

9. That the above rules of the pageant as laid down by the York Festival Committee shall be final and 
binding. 

10. That the winner agrees to participate in the York Festival '73 programme, including the parade, on 
Saturday, June 23rd, 1973 and any other functions during the year which require her attendance. 

"MISS YORK" ENTRY FORM 

I, 
OF. . 

DATE: . 

SCHOOL OR BUSINESS ADDRESS .... .......... . 

OCCUPATION OR GRADE ................... . . 

BUSINESS TELEPHONE . HOME TELEPHONE.... . ......................... . . 

AGE: ..... . HEIGHT: . ... .. WEIGHT: .. ..... . . ..... ... .. HAIR COLOUR: .. . 

.1973 

hereby make application for entry to the pageant sponsored by the York Festival Committee, to be held at 
the Centennial Building on the evening of Friday, June 22nd, 1973. I understand and agree that, as a condition 
of the acceptance of my application, I will be bound by the rules appearing above. 

Judging will be based on the following: 
GENERAL APPEARANCE • ELOCUTION POISE • PERSONALITY 

WITNESS:. . APPLICANT: ... . 

PARENT OR GUARDIAN: 
(If under 18 years of age) 

Send all applications to: CHAIRMAN, PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 
Borough of York 
2700 Eglinton Avenue West, Toronto, Ontario 
Phone: 653-2700 ext. 232 

EVERY CONTESTANT WILL RECEIVE A GIFT 

M6M1Vl 
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THE VALUE 
OF TREES 
IN YORK 

ln an effort to keep York green, 
the Parks and Recreation Committee 
has embarked on a policy of prosecut
ing property owners who remove or 
willfully damage trees located par
tia lly or wholly on Borough property. 

Large trees take a long time to 
grow. They cool the street on hot 
days, filter dust and unpleasant odours, 
muffle loud noise and create a heal
thier environment by replacing carbon 
dioxide with oxygen. 

Most people do not realize that 
road allowances in York are 66 feet 
wide. Since most residenti a l streets 
are 28 feet wide with a 5 foot side
walk, another 14 feet on both sides 
of the street is Borough property. 
Trees loca ted on this property come·· 
under the jurisd iction of the Depart
ment of Parks and Recreation. 

Two cases of destruction of trees 
have come before the Parks and 
Recreation Committee and have been 
turned over to the By-Law Enforce
ment Officer for investiga tion and the 
possible lay ing of charges. 

In one case a 10 to 12 inch di ameter 
Koster Spruce, about 25 to 30 feet high 
was removed from Borough property 
by a contractor doing work on adjoin
ing private property. The tree was 
valued at $889 ,00 by York arborists. 

fn another case the owner of a pro
perty asked the Borough to remove a 
large Hard Maple, claiming that the 
roots of the tree caused a blocked clnrin. 

In cases where roots of trees block 
drains on Borough property, . the 
Borough will repair the damage 
rather th an remove the tree. 

The next clay the bark was stripped 
off the tree to a height of 4 or 5 
feet above the ground, and the owner 
admitted to having clone the damage. 

The tree, valued at $2.550.00 was 
the only major tree in a sparsely treed 
block . . 

The Parks and Recreation Com
mittee has good reason to get tough 
with property owners who willfully 
damage and remove trees. Without 
trees shading -the streets, York may 
well turn into a·nother concrete jungle 
like some cities in the United States. 

For further information contact: 
The Borough of York, Department 
of Parks and Recreation at 653-2700. 

EXCERPTS FROM PARKS BY-LAW 

PERTAINING TO TREES 

-13-
No person shall mark. cut break, or in any way injure or deface the trees 

shrubs, plants, flowers, turf, or any of the fences, seats, play equipment, or 
other structures within or upon any park or grounds. 

-31-

The Parks and Recreation Department shall have charge and control of 
all trees, shrubs and turf growing pow or hereafter in or on any public park, 
ground, or boulevard in the Boro\Jgh of York. and shall have the power to 
plant and maintain such trees and shrubs. 

-32-

No person shall hereafter plant, remove. spray, fertilize, brace, trim, do 
surgery work, cut above or below ground, disturb, or alter, any tree, shrub or 
turf in or on any public park, ground or boulevard in the Borough of York, 
nor cause such acts to be done by others without first obtaining a written 
permit from the Parks and Recreation Department. Any person receiving such 
a permit shall abide by arboricultural and horticultural specifications and 
standards of practise adopted by the Borough of York. As a condition of any 
permit to remove any public tree or shrub, the Parks and Recreation Depart
ment may require that the permitee plant one or more trees or shrubs of a 
type, size and at a location specified in the permit within a time specified by 
the Parks and Recreation Department from the elate of issuance of the permit. 

.,.-- 34-

No person shall fasten any sign, wire. rope, or other material to or around 
or through any public . tree or shrub in the Borough of York, except by written 
permission of the Parks and Recreation Department. 

-35-

No person shall break, injure, mutilate, kill or destroy any tree or shrub 
or permit any fire to burn where such fire will injure any portion of any tree 
or shrub in any public park, ground or boulevard in the Borough of York. 

-36-

No person sha ll place materials toxic or harmful to trees. shrubs or turf 
on or about any public tree, shrub or turf in any park. ground or boulevard 
within the Borough of York. 

-37-

No person shall construct or create any walkway or driveway within a 
radius of six (6) feet from any public tree or shrub without first obtaining 
permission from the Commissioner of Parks and Recreation. 

-38-

During any building operations in the course of which a public tree or 
shrub is apt to be injured, the builders shall obtain a written permit from 
the Parks and Recreation Department and shall erect protective barriers as 
designated and approved by the Parks and Recreation Department around 
such public trees and shrubs. 

-40-
Any person convicted of a breach of any of the provisions of this By-law 

shall forfeit and pay at the discretion of the Convicting Provincial Judge a 
penalty not exceeding the sum of Three Hundred Dollars ($300.00) exclusive 
of costs. 

3 
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TOWN 
HAL--fff 
OF 
YORK 

In the early days of York Township 
the "plain folk" farmers did not care 
to meet in formal surroundings, but 
preferred to meet in taverns, where 
their horses could be looked after, too. 
The main reason, though, was the 
lack of self-government and, there
fore, the absence of a local purse. 

Prior to 1850, during the Home 
District era, several communities, in
cluding York Township petitioned the 
District Council for funds to erect 
halls for Township meetings. York's 
desire did not materialize because of 
the imminent end of the Home 
District system. The outgoing Home 
District Council suggested that York 
use local tax money for financing a 
Town Hall. This proved to be un
feasible because of York's perennially 
low tax yield and increasing demands 
for better schools, roads, bridges and 
other badly needed improvements. 

MONTGOMERY1S 
TAVERN 

In 1833-34, John Montgomery, a 
former Newtonbrook innkeeper, erect· 
ed a large two-storey frame building 
- the famous "Montgomery's Ta
vern". The building stood south of 
the present south-west corner of Yonge 
and Montgomery Streets and faced 
south, towards Eglinton Avenue. In 
January, 1837, an important meeting 
was held at Montgomery's Tavern, 
culminating in the election of Town
ship Councillors Jacob Snider, Conrad 
Gram and William Donaldson. Mont
gomery's Tavern was rented to John 
Linfoot a week before the Mackenzie 

4 

The old Town Hall of the Township of York, and later of the Town of North 
Toronto, here being demolished in 1931. 

Rebellion. During the rebellion Wil
liam Lyon Mackenzie's rebels made 
the tavern their headquarters, and it 
was burned to the ground during the 
skirmish in December of 1837. 

PROSPECT 
HOUSE 

In 1843 John Montgomery returned 
from exile. Between 1843 and 1845 
he built a two-storey hotel a little 
south of the ruins of his former 
tavern. 

In 1858 Charles McBride, a resi
dent of Willowdale, bought the hotel 
and opened it under the name of 
"Prospect House". York Township 
Council held their meetings at Prospect 
House until I 874. 

YORK 
MASONIC HALL 

In 1873 the York Masons pur
chased a piece of land immediately 
north of Prospect House. The money 
came from a stock company founded 
by Arthur L. Willson, who was the 
Clerk of York Township at the time, 
and William Tyrrell, noted architect 
and REeve of York Township. Tyrrell 
designed the two-storey stone building. 
From March, 1874 until November 
1881 York Township occupied the 
first floor of York Masonic Hall as 
tenants, paying $100 a year rent. 

The Masons held their meetings 
on the second floor of the hall, usual
ly on Thursdays, on or before the 
full moon , because of poor street 
lighting in those days. 

The York Masonic Company, as 
the stock company was called, soon 
found itself in financial trouble, even 
missing the insurance payments on 
the hall. The stockholders approached 
York Township Council with the of
fer to sell York Masonic Hall to the 
Township at a value of "fifty cents 
for a dollar" on the property. York 
Council preferred to remain tenants. 

DESTRUCTIVE 
FIRE 

On November 20. 1881 , a fire start
ed •in a shed adjoining Prospect 
House, and quickly spread to Prospect 
House and the uninsured York Ma
sonic Hall. Due to the lack of proper 
equipment and water, all attempts at 
extingu;shing the flames failed. The 
loss of York Township Records, which 
were kept in the Masonic Hall, was 
irreplacable. A stunned York Council 
passed a motion "That a room in 
the Young Mens' Christian Associa
tion Building, in the Village of Eglin
lon, be engaged by the Clerk to be 
used by him as a temporary office 
during the pleasure of Council". 
Council Meetings were held at 
Brunskill's Tavern in Davisville. 

THE FIRST 
TOWN HALL 

Early in 1882 York Township 
Council offered to buy "the lot and 
ruins" of the Masonic Hall for $1,400 
and engaged architects Langley, 
Langley and Burke to prepare plans 
for a brick Town Hall. 

The estimated cost of the Town 
Hall was $4,690.00 but auditors' re
ports show that $7,049.99 was spent 
on the building and furnishings of the 
Town Hall. Out of this sum $2,251.95 
went to carpenters, $1,460.00 to 
bricklayers, $365.00 to plasterers, 
$335.00 to slaters, $274.00 to archi
tects, $270.00 to painters $87.00 to 
tinsmiths, and so on. The vault and 
iron shutters cost $88.50, office fur
niture $132.12, a chandelier $48.00, 
benches for the Council Chamber 
$45.50 and two stoves and pipes $51.50. 

In 1884 Council authorized further 
improvements to the Town Hall, in
cluding landscaping, which was not 
to exceed the sum of $75.00. Mem
bers of Council continued to use 
John Oulcott's telephone, located in 
his new three--storey brick hotel, 
which had been built on the site of 
Prospect House. 

In 1890 the Village of Eglington 
separated from York Township and 
became the Town of North Toronto. 
For a short period York Township 
Council considered keeping the Town 
Hall , but in 1891 agreed to sell it to 
the Town of North Toronto for 
$4,000.00 and free use of the Town 
Hall for another five years. York 
Council continued to use the Council 
Chamber in the Town Hall until 1902, 
while administrative departments oper
ated from various locations in down
town Toronto. 

Until the end of 1912 the York 
Town Hall continued to serve as the 
North Toronto Town Hall , when the 
Town of North Toronto was an
nexed by the City of Toronto. The 
York Town Hall then became the 
home of Toronto Police Substation 
No. 5. It was torn down in 1931 , to 
make room for a more modern police 
station. 

Between 1902 and 1907 York 
Township Council and offices occupi
ed space in the Confederation Life 
Building at Richmond and Victoria 
Streets. In 1907 the move was made 
to quarters above the Canadian Im
perial Bank of Commerce at 40 Jarvis 
Street, where York Township offices 
remained until 1950. Other depart
ments were located at 155 King Street 
East and elsewhere. 

YORK MUNICIPAL 
BUILDING 

ln 1950 the York Municipal Build
ing was opened at 2700 Eglinton 
A venue West in a parkland setting 
of 15 acres, which is now Coronation 
Park. After meeting in Toronto for 
48 years, York Township Council 
fin anlly met again in York, and the 
various administrative departments 
were housed under one roof. 

In 1954 York Township became 
one of the thirteen area municipalities 
comprising Metropolitan Toronto. 

In January 1, 1967, under the re
vised Metropolitan Toronto Act, York 
Township was amalgamated with the 
Town of Weston, forming the present 
Borough of York. 

The Weston_ Town Hall. located at 
2000 Weston Road, became an auxi
liary Municipal Building for the n ~w 
Borough of York. At the present time, 
2000 Weston Road houses the Borough 
of York Departments of Health, Plan
ning, Building and By-law Enforce
ment. 

A recent sub-committee report to 
York Council has recommended th at 
the Weston Municipal Building be 
sold to the York Library Board for 
$300,000.00. The Library Board would 

lease back to the Borough of York 
the Fire Station adjacent to 2000 
Weston Road as well as the basement 
floor of 2000 Weston Road for use by 
the Canadian Cancer Society, the 
Weston Information and Referral 
Centre and Senior Citizens for an 
annual rent of $20,000.00. 

The proceeds received from the 
sale of 2000 Weston Road would be 
applied towards the cost of building 
an addition to the York Municipal 
Building at 2700 Eglin ton A venue 
West. The sub-committee report re
commends th at another $300,000.00 
be debentured from the 1974 deben· 
ture allocation , and the balance of 
the cost of the addition be debentured 
from the 1975 debenture allocation. 

Borough of York Council has ac· 
cepted the sub-committee report in 
principle, pending the study of cost 
estimates for the addition, to be sub
mitted to the sub-committee by three 
different firms of architecrs. 

Once completed, the addition to 
the Borough of York Municipal 
Building, would again house Council 
and all administrative departments of 
the Borough under one roof in a 
central location , making the access 
to and transaction of business with 
the Borough easier for all citizens of 
York. 

Borough of York Municipal Building at 2700 Eglinton Avenue West, dedicated 
November 11, 1950. 
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BEECH-HALL 
APARTMENTS 

When the Township of York opened 
1ts Beech-Hall Apartments for Senior 
Citizens on September 13, 1952, the 
project was a first of its kind in 
Metropolitan Toronto, and one of the 
first in Ontario. The project was nam
ed after Reeve William Beech during 
whose term it was begun, and Reeve 
Fred W. Hall, under whose term it 
was completed. 

The Beech-Hall Apartments consist 
of 16 two-storey buildings and are a 
welcome alternative to the high-rises 
being build for Senior Citizens at the 
present time. Located between Cor
della Avenue and Humber Boulevard. 
they contain 128 suites out of which 
64 suites are one-bedroom apartments 
for couples, and 64 suites are bachelor 
apartments for single people. ln the 
centre of the project sits Norman 
McEachren Hall - a community 
centre for Senior Citizens, where the 
Borough of York Department of 
Parks and Recreation offer various 
recreational programmes for Beech
Hall residents. 

There is bingo and euchre twice a 
week, arts and crafts, films, concerts, 
and bus trips to various Ontario 
locations. The Beech-Hall Apartments 
have a very active community asso
ciation presided over by Mr. and Mrs. 
Robertson. The McEachren Associa
tion organizes various activities for 
residents. The social and recreational 
activities contribute much to the 
friendly atmosphere of Beech-Hall. 

Many residents have lived at Beech
Hall for a long time - some since 
1952, when the project was first 
opened. Residents often praise the 
tree-shaded grounds of Beech-Hall, as 
opposed to the bare concrete structures 
of newer Senior Citizens, projects. 

The apartments are administered 
by the Borough of York Housing 
Company. In order to qualify for an 
apartment at Beech-Hall. a person 
must be 60 years old or older and 
have lived in the Borough of York 
3 years prior to making an applica
tion or 5 years in the past. Maximum 
income for those eligible for apart
ments is $3 I 0.00 per month for 
singles and $500.00 for couples. Rents 
are $40.00 a month for a bachelor 
and $50.00 for a !-bedroom apart
ment. The rent includes cable T.V. 

For apartment rental information 
contact: Borough of York, Personnel 
and Public Relations Department itt 
653-2700. 
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Mrs. Jessie Yeoman has lived at Beech-Hall for 19 years. Mrs. Yeoman enjoys 
the view the large windows provide. She likes looking out at the trees and 
flowers in the courtyard. 

SENIOR CITIZENS' CLINIC 
A clinic for Senior Citizens was 

opened in January 1973 in the Bo
rough of York. This clinic is locilted 
at 101 Humber Blvd. in a renovated 
bachelor apartment m a highrise 
where there are approximately three 
hundred senior citizen residents. Me
tropolitan Toronto Department of 
Housing provided the accommodation 
and the clinic is staffed by a Health 
Department physician and a public 
health nurse. 

Since July 1971 a public health 
nurse has been available in the build
ing one afternoon each week for 
health counselling. A need for me
dical supervision seemed to be in
dicated as well , consequently she and 
her nursing team colleagues gathered 
information by the questionnaire me
thod using a random sample of the 
target population. The data received 
led the team to conclude that many 
of the residents could not only benefit 
from a medical screening with re
commendations and follow up. but 

would use such a facility if it were 
ilvail able. Appointments a re made 
following the weekly counselling ses
sions. 

During the three month period 
April to Jun e. there were thirteen 
clinics held by the public health nurse 
where a tota l of ninety-seven elderly 
patients were interviewed and coun
selled concernin g their physical , emo
tional or social problems. Thirty of 
these were seen by the clinical physi
ci an, who examines, makes recom
mendations, and / or referrals and 
performs routine tests. 

At the moment the clinic serves 
only the occupants of that building. 
However, negotiations are underway, 
between the Borough of York De
partment of Health and the Metropo
litan Toronto Department of Housing. 
who are providing the space free of 
charge, to expand the clinic and 
to allow it to serve senior citizens 
from other projects. 
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The York Pioneer and 
Historical Society 

As the York Pioneers' Society this Association was 
organized in 1869 by Richard H. Oates, with R. 
L. Denison as its first president. The oldest of its 
kind in Upper Canada, in 1891 it was incorporated 
as the York Pioneer and Historical Society. It is 
affiliated with the Ontario Historical Society. With 
the exception of brief periods during two World Wars 
it has carried on increasingly active programs in 
various fields. 

MEMBERSHIP: 
Any Canadian citizen interested in Local History is 
eligible for membership. Annual Fee is $2.00; Life 
Membership Fee, $15.00. 

MEETINGS: 
Regular meetings are held on the first Tuesday of 
each month from October to May, at 8 p.m. Talks 
by authorities on historical subjects, often illustrated, 
are followed by a half-hour of friendly intercourse 
over a cup of tea. 

The June meeting takes the form of a picnic at 
Sharon Temple, the Women's Institutes co-operat
ing with the Society in arranging the program. 

The September meeting at Scadding Cabin on the last 
Thursday of the Canadian National Exhibition is a 
revival of what was known of old as 'Pioneer Day'. 
Thus used as the members' Special Day it serves as an 
opportunity of conferring Honorary Memberships in 
the Society. 

LIBRARY: 
Housed at present in a private home and a private 
office the valuable books and documents of the 
Society' still await the time when they may be able 
to afford quarters where these could be of greater use 
to their members and researchers. 

MUSEUMS: 
Greatly revitalized have been the Society's two 
museums, Scadding Cabin at Toronto, in that pulsing 
urban centre, the Canadian National Exhibition, and 
the Temple of Peace at Sharon, deep in the heart 
of York County's countryside. 

SCADDING CABIN: 
This example of Toronto's earliest habitations, built 
in 1794, East of the Don River, south of Gerrard 

Street was acquired by the York Pioneer an~ .~is
torical Society in 1879 and moved to the Exhtbttlon 
Grounds for the opening of what was then known 
as the Industrial Exhibition. Since that time used as 
a museum it stands very near the site of Fort Toronto, 
the 1750 French Indian Trading Post which was 
destroyed nine years later in order to prevent its 
capture by the British. Over this same ground, in 
1813 marched American soldiers on their way to 
take Fort York, a mile further east along this, 
Toronto's historic strand. (see diagram). This 
pioneer cabin on the site of original Toronto seems 
the proper setting for Governor Simcoe's despatch 
table, his Windsor chair and a recently-acquired 
stove, said to have been used in the Simcoe house
hold. Open only during the Canadian National Ex
hibition from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., and for visiting 
school classes at arranged hours until October 15. 
In attendance are hostesses in period costume, volun
teers of the Society. No admission is charged. 

SHARON TEMPLE: 
What is now known as York County's oldest public 
building was erected at Sharon in 1825 as the Temple 
of Peace. Its founder, David Willson, having left 
the Quakers, here led his followers in worship until 
his death in 1866. Having been long in disuse it was 
acquired in 1918 by the York Pioneer and Historical 
Society and opened as a museum. In view of the 
emphasis on music in the Temple services it is 
particularly fitting that the original barrel organ, after 
an absence of many years, should have found its 
way back to its first home, thus enabling the old 
hymn tunes to be heard as they were when the 
Children of Peace raised their voices in praise. 
Thanks to the Royal Ontario Museum personnel, to 
our Society and to the Women's Institutes, during the 
past two years the Temple has undergone extensive 
re-organization and renovation. Open every day but 
Tuesday from June 1 to Sept. 30, from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. A curator is always in attendance. Admission, 
adults 25c; children 10c. 

MARKING HISTORIC SITES: 
Our Society assumes its natural leadership in any 
movement for preserving and restoring buildings of 
historic value. It takes its part, too, in the marking 
of historic sites. The most recent of these are: 
Toronto Carrying-Place, Weston Road, at the 
southern boundary of Weston. Taiaiagon, the early 
French-Indian Trading Post, at Baby Point. The 
Gooderham and Worts Windmill of 1832, South side 
of Fleet Street at Parliament. 

RECORDINGS: 
The Society has long felt a crying need for some way 
of preserving from oblivion those many stories of the 
past, known only to our elderly citizens. Even now 

PURPOSE 

The Society was formed, according 
to the constitution, "for preserving 
and perpetuating such historical 
recollections and incidents, docu
ments and pictorial illustrations re
lating to the early settlement of this 
district of the province as are 
worthy of being rescued from 
oblivion . . . and for marking and 
acquiring historic sites and land
marks and for receiving papers and 
communications on these and kin
dred subjects to be read at the meet
ings of the Society, and, when de
sirable, published in the annual 
report or separately, as may be de
cided upon." 
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occasionally recordings are being made of the valu
able reminiscences of some of our oldest members. 

Our Museum visitors as well as the members of our 
Society have been showing an increasing pride in our 
historic past. To keep abreast of this heartening 
demonstration we need help. We need interested 
members. We need funds. To help us to satisfy these 
needs, we hope that you will make use of the attached 
form. 
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hrlln fa r away the gilded copper ball 
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' .r.~ ws the passers-by to -~ 
I •·! n!2.!!_;-o 11e of the most unusua l and 
' it r.tctive historical buildings in On
·.,r i<>. ll uilt in 1825 by the Children 
. i Peace, th e tem pl e was designed 
·,._. th e brea k-awav Quaker sect's 
· ""•d er, David \Villson. Ebenezer 
1 ),,.t il was the maste r bui lder. 

Fo r seven vears farm ers and crafts
.,., , Lt bome~l to bui ld th eir place of 

'·fJrship. \!an y parts of the building 
'· •-rc form ed in th e winter months 
·'· 1,<., , fann ing made the least demands 
.' ' ' li1ne. Of th e .$ 1,500 contributed 
' •W,Jrds its cons tru ction only $500 
·'· · '. ~. actuall y exp ended . 

ll, e s1·mmetry of the white struc
'll r,. had special significance. Three 

lU RK ( COUNTY ) 

THE CHILDREN OF PEACE 

storeys represent th e Trinity, the 60 
ft. square base indicating that mem
b ers of the group m eant to deal on 
the sq ua re with all p eople. David 
\Vill son wrote : ''The door in th e 
centre of each of the fom sides is 
to le t the pe-o ple come in from th e 
eas t and the wes t, the north and th e 
so uth on equa l and the same foot
ing. The equal number of windows 
on each side of everv door is to le t 
the light of the gospel b e equally the 
same on all th e p eople herin as
sembl ed." Twelve pillars - for th e 
twelve apostles - support the upper 
storeys. \ Vithin this coll onade th e ark 
is flank ed by four colu mns inscribed 
with th e words, Paith , Hope, Love 
and Charity, "which ," Willso n sa id, 

Howard JonEs 

"are the fo undation .. . on which it 
(the T emple) is built." 

The founda ti on , so und as it m ay 
have seemed, was not sufficient. For 
some vea rs after \ Villson's death in 
186(:; th e sect contin ued to hold their 
meetings, but eventuall v the con
g rega tion d windled and for a long 
p eriod the temple \\·as used as a barn. 
In 1917 th e York Pioneer and His
torical Socie ty acquired the propertv 
and has since restored th e T emple 
and installed a local museum in the 
interior. The surroundi ng grou nds 
have also been well tended and in
clude David \Villson's stu ch·, a 
pioneer log hut and th e Ebe.nezer 
D oa n fram e house, whi ch was built 
in 1819. 
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SHARON TEMPLE 

Left: On the Fridau, N ight of th e 
Illu mination, candles were lighted 
behind the 2,9.52 u;indow panes. 1'/l<' ir 
hrilliance , spreading ouer t.he clearing 
omund th e te111ple, must /w o.;e been a 
dramatic sight for tllis backu;oods 
,;i/lage. 

Below: Dcw icl Willso n's studu, an rig./11 
IJ!f s i :~teen foot stru cture Slll'l'ctl llldccl J.,, 
a collonade, teas built at the sam e t inll' 
as th e Temple . For manu uears it 
contained his papers, paintings ant! ,,tf li' r 
effects iust as lw lwd left tl1e11 1. 

Opposite: Int erior of th e T emple. shu /1' . 
ing ;unction of one of tl1e 'a poolle' 
Jl illars. 





SHARON TEMPLE 

About a mile so ut/1 of Sharon T emple 
the children of peace left the ir last mark . 
In a quiet g rove of trees. are planted 
th e headstones of almost th e entire 
g ro up. Symbolicallu, at th e to p of a 
slight rise one finds Da vid Willson and 
his family- perhaps it rcas th e identifica
tion of th e sect rc ith one 111 [11! tlwt nw de 
his d eath th e turning point. \V hat rws a 
thriv in g spiritual co mnn111 il y is norc an 
l!istorical and architectural c uriosity. 

68 Th e Canadian Architect / Apr i l, 1967 
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York County in Review 1615 - 1950 .. 
To b1·ing to our readers the 

vast wealth ocf history . and tra
dition, which has played such an 
~mportant part in the develo·p
ment of our country, province 
dominion, we present a series of 
articles on York Ooull!ty as it 
makes · its centenary. The aJ.'
ticles are being edited by Hugh 
Griggs, Mimico, from informa
tion compiled during the past 
four years by W. G. Goddard, 
staff member of Weston Col
legiate Institute and Vocation 
SchooL- Editor. 

No one can study t he history of 
York County without soon learning 
of the important role played l:y the 
Queen's York Rangers in t he· de
velopment of the district which 
later became the County of York. 

Excel1J)ts from Brief Historical 
Sketch of Queen's York Rangers re
veal many interesting facts. 

When the Colonies in America 
revolted in 1775, the old Corps was 
rent by the politi<Cs of the time. 
Major RogE!II"s reported to General 
Sir William H owe in New York, 
and on the 6th August, 1176, was 
commissioned by the General as 
Lieutenant-Colonel and instructed 

to raise a Regiment, "The Queen's 
Range1·s," named after his old 
Oorps. In August, T~e Queen's 
Loyal Virginia Regiment arrived in 
New York and was absorbed in 
the Queen's Rangers. 

In 1776, Lieut.-·Colonel French . 
succeeded Lieut.-Colonel Rogers 
who returned to England am.d died 
albout the year 1800. Lieut.-Colonel 
French was succeeded after a few 
weeks• hy Major W eymes. During 
·the interesting manoeuvres in the 
J erseys, the Regiment ~articularly 
distinguished nself and was especi
ally mentioned in dispatches. 

lin the Battle of Brandywine, 11th 
Se•ptemlber, 1777, the Regiment won 
its J'irst great laurels--{)·perating 
on •the right wing of General Knyp
hausen's division. It moved siWiftly 
down a narrow valley and f ell on 
the left of the Americans. defend
ing Chad's Fo·rd. The enemy was 
thro"ivn in confusion. The Rangers 
pressing on to sweep aside a second 
briga.de, seized the Ford. The Regi
ment was victorious, :but the loss 
was heavy, one fifth of the whole 
Almy. 

The Regiment was made and 
henceforth i,ts• constam activities 
were followed with admiration, and 
perhaps a Httle envy by the whole 
A!rmy. From the date of Brand
ywine, until the end of the war, 
the R egiment !Vas always in front 

in battle. 
Lt may be of interes~ t? know 

that the Reg;ment had m 1ts pos
session a steel engraving of a ha
chured map showing the position 
of the troops on September 11th, 
1777. This• ma,p• was published ac
cording to Act of Parliament by 
Wm. Faden, Charing Cross, Lon
don, Elngland, on April 13th, 1778, 
164 years ago and less than e1ght 
months after t he battle. 

The ranks of the Regiment, 
thinned at B'randY'wine, were again 
sorely tried at Germantown, a:nd 
among the wounded was MaJor 
Weymes. 

On October 1&th, 1777, Captain 
John Graves Simcoe 00' the Gren~
dier Oompany of the 40th Regi
ment was a,ppointed to Command 
the Rangers with the rank o~ Ma
jor. Under Simcoe, ~he. ~eg1ment 
became a model o.f d1sc~pline, bra
very mad efficiency. Long before 
the close of the war it was acknow
ledged by friend and .foe alik~ ~0 
ibe the !most efficient smgle umt 111 
the field. 

S'i·r Hemy Clinton succeeded ~·ir 
Wiliam Howe as Commander-m
Chief, i:n February, 1778, and short
ly after Simcoe was promoted to 
.the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. 
A-'bout the same time, when the 
Regiment crossed the ~elaware, en 
route to New York, 1t was •CO!fl 
plete in cavalry, artillery and m
fantry an·d even bad a ki1ted com
pany ~ith a JPiper. 

0 'n the 2nd May, 1779, the Com
mander-in-Chief issued a General 
Order which broug<ht joy and pride 
to th~ hearts of the Regiment. In 
part it stated "Tha,t His Majesty, 
anxi~us to r~ard the fai•thful ser
vice and spirited conduct of the 
Queen's Rangers upon several oc
casions, has •been :pleased to confer 
UJpon ,them the following marks of 
His Royal Favour. The Regiment 
to be styled and numbered, "The 
First American Reg-iment' ." 

Through the summer, the Regi
ment was employed in the outposts 
or on eX'!Jeditions into the enemy's 
territory, north of New Yor~. At 
the end of o ·ctober, the Regiment 
caNiied out successfully one of the 
most daring exploi-ts of the war. 

Washington had collected at 
Middlebrook in New J ersey, a null!
ber of !barges intended for use m 
an attack on New York, and there 
Colonel Simcoe was wounded, 
'thrown from his horse, stunned a:nd 
taken p!I"is'oner. With only one bnef 
ha1t to feed at an epemy fO'l'age 
dump the cavalry covered 80 
miles: and the infantry marched 
30 miles -through enemy country, 
all in the course of a day and a 
night. 

During the winter, Colonel Si1 
coe 1·ejoined on exchange and faun 
Regiment quartered at Ritchmond. 

Early in April, 1780, the Regi
ment was orde'l"ed south and ar
rived .at Charlestown just ~s ~he 
siege got under way. After takmg 
its part in the ca~pture of the wn, 
it was sent back to New Yorl .c: nd 
from its station on Staten Isl.au •. 
took part in the a.ttack on Sp~ng-
field, and in raids in force mto 
New Jersey. 

Iln. December, the Rangers e~-
barked for Virgini~ under ~ene?-J~ - ,.
Arnold, then ap,pom~e? Brlgadi.er-

• General in the Bntlsh Serv.Ice. 
First the Rangel'S captured Rich
mond, Va., des•troyed an ill'!'portant 
arsenal at Westham, .then dispersed 
the Militia at Charles Oi•ty. After 
dealing wi1Jh other bodies of tihc 
enemy the force returned to Ports-
mouth. 

Article 3 will give fmther de
tails a~bout the hi storic QueFn's 
Rangers. 



York County in Review 1615 - 1950 .. 
To bring to out· readers the 

vast wealth of history and tra
dition, which has played such an 
important part in the develop
ment of our country, province 
dominion, we present a series of 
a·rticles on York O<Juruty as it 
makes its centenary. The a~.,_ 

ticles are being edited by Hugh 
Griggs, Mimico, from i'llfo.rma
tion compiled during the past 
four years by W. G. Goddard, 
staff member of Weston Col
legiate Institute and Vocation 
S'chool.-Editor. 

Queen's York Rangers 
Article III 

Early in April, 1781, reinforce
ments for the Queen's York Ran
gers arrived and General Philips 
took command of the army in Vir'
ginia. Williamsburg was the first 
objective, 'but on the way the Ran
gers' Cavalry .seized Yorktown. 
Meanwhile, the Regiment's Irufan 
try had driven the enemy out of 
Williarrns!Jurg. On the 24th lhe 
tro·o,ps landed at .A,ppomatox and 
commenced the advance on Peters
lbllrlg. 

Three days later, assisted by oth
er regiments, the Queen's Rang·ers 
attacked and captured the enemy's 
fleet in the James River. Returnin.g 
to Peter~sburg on t'he 8th of May, 
the Americans were found in pos
session, but were quickly driven 
out. On the lOth <Yf May the Regi
ment was ordered to march s·outh 
and find Lord Cornwallis. After 
nine days- of exciting marching the 
Regiment recompleted. 

During July, the Arn1y moved 
eastward. On the 2.3rd the Regi
ment was ordered on another de
tached service. !impeded iby a drove 
of cattle collected fur the amy, 
their return march was sJ.ow. Near 
William!Siburg, it was overtaken by 
Wayne's Brigade and a strenuous 
fight ensued. At the time it looked 
serious for the Rangers but their 
indomitable •sph"it won the day. 

Collected on the Yorktown Pen
insula, surrounded· by the French 
and American Armies on land, and 

the French fleet by sea, the Regi
ment c<rossed the York river and 
took up a position on Gloucester 
Peninsula. In September the in
ves•tment of Yorktown became com
plete and the .garris'On were in sore 
straits. And the middle of October, 
Simcoe 'had permission that: 

"As the Queen's Rangers consist
ed oi Loyalists., the object o.f the 
enemy's civil prosecution, and de
serters, if the treaty was not fin
ally concluded. that he would be 
peNn:itted to endeav·our to escape 
wi•th them." This Oornwallis would 
not .per'Init. On the 19th of October 
the whole army surrendered, and 

· the Rangers went into captivity. 
The Regiment would not, however, 
surrender its colours: they were 
spirited away out of the !be-leaguer
ed town and .may now be seen hang
ing in the City of Tor'Onto. 

On the 25th of D&emlber, 1782, 
The Queen's, R!angeis•, 1st .A,meri
can Regiment, cavalry and infan
try, .by the gracious• a.pproval of 
His Majesty the King, wa;, honour
aibly enrolled in the British Amny · 
and the ranks of officers, which 
hitherto had only been held in 
America, were made univernally 
rp~nnanent. 

In October, 1783, the Oorps was 
di;sibanded, the Qffi.cers plRJCed on 
half pa.y or tranS!ferred to• English 
regiments. Many of the officers 
and other ra.nks· 'IJU}Ved into the 
King's domains in Canada and Nova 
Scotia, wher·e they settled on lands 
granted them by ·the 01·own. 

Phillip Francois de Basrtel, 8ieur 
de Rochebla,ve, petitioned Lord 
Dorchester, the Governor ot Can
ada, for a g>rant of 1,000 acres on 
the site of the present City of To
ronto. His request was refused. 

The first purchase of land from 
the Mississauga Indians for tbe 
settlement of the area within this 
county's boundaries was arranged 
in 1787. T.his is known RJS the "To
ronto Purdhase." The details. of 
the. purchase were not compl~ted 
until 1805. 

Iil1'788LOrd Dorchester divided 

1 the land along the south shore of 
Lake ontario, into four districts 
called Meoklenburg, Lunenburg, 
Nassau and Hesse. The County of 
York was in Nassau District. The I 

-
_ ______ 

1
name was changed to "Home Dis-
trict." 

An agreement with thj! Missis
sauga Indians for the "Toronto 
_Purchase," a tract of land contain
Ing some 250,880 acres between 
~ke Ontario and the Holland 
River, was s.jgned in 1788. 

rticle 4 will deal wit·h •tL.e . .- "" or-gamzatwn of some ~c th 1 • 'uu. e ear y 
Townships within the County. 



3. 

York County ReView 
T o bring to our readers some of tpe vast wealth of history and tra 

dition, w hi ch ha s p la yed su c h an impo,rtant part in the development of 
our cou nt ry, provi nce a nd d omi n ion, we present a ser ies of articles o n 
Yor·k County as it marks its centenary . T he articles are be ing edited 
by Hugh G r iggs, .Mimi co, f rom informat ion compiled during the past 
four years by W. G . Goddard, staff member of Weston Collegiate 
Inst itute and Vocation al .Sc hooi.-Editor. 

T OWNSHIPS_ SURVEYED 
In 1791, Augustus Jones survey

ed the Town:;hip of Scarboro, 
then called Glasgow, and the Con
stitutional or. Can ada Act dividing 
Canada into Upper and Lower 
Canada w as passed by the British 
Parliament. 

where alders gro w." It h as an 
a• ea of 27 ,976 acre s. Mim ico, Ne w 
Toronto, Islington and Long 
Branch ha ve been in cor porated 
municipalit :es .since fu at time. 

Tihe Rt. Rev. William Markham, 
Archbishop of York. England, 
gave his name to the To wnship of 

Lt.-Col. John Graves Simcoe Markham, organized in the year 
was appointed Lieutenant-Cover- 1792. It was :first settled by Wil
nor of the Province of Upper .Can- liam Berczy and l1is followers , the 
ada. area being 67 ,696 acres. 

On September 15, Augustus The day banks along the wa ter-
Jones completed the survey of the front so resembled the Scarbor 
Township of York. which was at ·ough _ diffs in England iihat Mrs. 
that time named Dublin, and Sim- John Graves Simcoe gav e t he 
coe changed the names of the township that name. Its area is 
townships of Glasgow and Dllblin 40,785 acres. David Thomson w as 
to Scarbor.ough and York, respec - the first settler. He was .a ston e
tively. mason by trade and worked on 

In 1791, we hear about the the .construction ·of the first Par-
Queen's York Ran.gers again. liament Buildings in the Town of 

After Yorktown; ilie sick, York. 
among •whom was Lt.-Col. S im - The Township o:f Vaughan was 
coe, were paroled and allowed to opened for settlement and named 
return to New York. Simcoe re - after Benjamin Vaughan, one '-of 
turned to England and was soon the British commissioners, who 
elected a member of Parliament. signed the Trzaty of Versailles in 
When the act was passed dealing 1783 with the United States _ oi 
with the formation oi Canada in - America. Its area is 67,007 . acres. 
to two provinces, he was appoint- Quakers from Pennsylvania were 
ed the first Governor ·of Upper among the first to -settle here. 
Canada. He at ·once asked that The first map and record of the 
troops be allotted to his province Town of York was made 'by. com
and ·eventually was instructed to mand of Lt. -Gov. s ·i:mcoe,' by ~_ the · 
reorganize his beloved ·Queen's surveyor, Alexander.~ Aitken: . This 
Rangers, •as of December 20, 1-791. map was <l.iscovered ,_in :._19_0({ in~ a 
The rt!giment assemlbled at Cha - vawt in London , ~ ~ngland, : by_ 
tham, England, and anived at J ohn Ross Robertson, where it 
Quebec in May, 1792, w hera old had lain for 100 years.·,. It ;rjow
members rejoined and a n umber forms part of the Robertson ·col-
of Canadians were enlisted. lection. 

On July 8, 1792, Lt.·Gov. J ohn John Countryman built a saw-
Graves Simcoe took the oath of mill on the· west bank of the 
office at K ingston, -Ont. , in the Humber River near the present 
pre·sence of member s of JJis exe- -s ite of Weston. 
cutive council, and on J uly 16, is - William Osgoode, executive 
.sued the proclamation dividing councillor and Speaker (Septem
Up·per Canada into 19 ·counties, of ber , 1792) of the Legislative Coun
w.hich York was the fou r teenth. cil, was appointed the first Chief 

Simcoe's E xecut ive Council ·con- J ustice of Upper Canada. as
sisted of William Osgoode, Wil- ,goode Hall bears his name. 
liam Rober tson, James B aby, John Scadding, father of the 
.Alexander IGmnt and Peter Rus- Rev. Henry Scadding, D .D., of 
selL Toronto, settled at York ·in 1792 

September 17 saw the first Parl- on his arrival from England 
iament ·of Upper Canada •Conven - where ihe had been manager of 
ed . and on October 15, the first the Simcoe estate at Walford, De
session of the first Parliament von. He received a grant of 250 
was prorogued. acres of land on the west •bank of 

The Township of Etobicoke was the Don River. 
organized in 1792. The name is ~5 will deal with a num
taken from the Indian Wah-do-be- ber of "Firsts" in the ·country's de 
ka ung and means "the place i velopment. 

A NUMBER OF FffiSTS 
T h e first accul'ate survey of 

tJ:Je Toronto harbour was made by 
Joseph Bouchette in 1793. 

An A ct of Parliament was ' 
passed to permit town meetings ' 
of householders to elect minor 
officials such as Town Clerk, As
sessors, Tax Collector, Overseers 
of the Highways, Fence-viewers 
and Town Wardens. 

The first Assessment Act was 
passed the same year, permitting 
the Courts of Quarter Sessions 
to levy a tax for p ublic expendi
tqres, while the first Act of the 
Upper Canada Parliament con
cerning roads was passed givlng 
the Courts of Quarter Sessions 
supervisory powers as hi hwa 
commissione!'s. .~¥Lou~~is;o-;R~o:O:y~w:::a~s:-c<=o--~=--~Ki~n""g"''""'s 

Printer for Upper Canada, and is
sued the first number of the "Up
per Canada Gazette" at Newark 

r~~~--------'.<now Niagara-on-the-lake). 
. On M:ay 3rd Simcoe · set out 1 
hom Newark to visit Toronto / 
for the first time, while on June 
26th an Act for the gradual sup-
]Jression of slavery was passed 
by the Parliament of Upper Can-
ada. 

It was in July 1793 th~t Sim
coe removed his headquarters 
from Newark to York, and the 
next month Toronto was re
named York in honour of the ! 
Duke of York, a son of George 
III. 

The first meeting of th; Exe-
cutive Council took place on 
August 31st. 

Simcoe and party paused at 
Mr . .St. John's (Rousseau's) dwel
ling on the east bank of the 

I Hun1ber River near wher e the 

Club Kingsway is now situated. 
The same year Captain Aeneas 
Shaw of the Queen's Rangers 
settled z.t York. H is residence j 
was situated west of Old T r inity . 
College (Queen Street ) near 

, where the present Shaw Stl'eet 
now runs. 

. A~exander Aitk en , Deputy Pro
vm cia l Su rveyor, drew up plans ' 
fo_r the town of York showing 
Kmg Street as the centra l thor- • 
oug hfare with f ive streets r un- I 

mng north and south of it. The 
present Ber·keley S tree t was la ter 

j named P arliament Street a s it 
. ran to t he Legislative buildings. ( 



In October Dundas Street wasc 
opened from York to what is 
now Port Credit. On July 20th, 
1703, Captain Aeneas Shaw and 
his company w ere sent to the 
s ite of Toronto, which had been 
cho en as the place fer the Capi
tal of the P rovince, and there 
commenced the clearing of the 
land and the er ection of buildings. 
The remainder of the Regiment 
·followed and w ere soon at work 
on the Fort at the mouth of the 
Garrison Creek. These buildings 
were destroyed by the Americans 
in 1812, but the ramparts and a 
blockhouse are s till in existence 
nea r the foo t of Bathurst Street, 
these having been re-conditioned 
in the res toration of 1934. The 
R egim.ent , has, a s one of its most 
prized possessions, the original 
sketch of Old Fort York made 
by Simcoe in 1793. The legend 
is in his own handwriting. As 
the purpose of the Regiment's 
re-orga niza tion was partly to as
s is t colonization, its personnel 
was giv.en part-time employment 
b uilding roads. Dundas Street, 
Kingston Road and Yonge Street, 
in a ddition t o roads about King
s tolf and Queenstown are lasting 
memorials of their pioneering 
efforts. 

Timothy' Skinner erected the 
firs t mill on the Don River on . 
Lot 13, East Yor'k, south of Tod-
morden in 1794. J 

William Berczy built a gris t I 
mill on the Rouge River believed 
to be the first of its kind in the 
county of York. 

The town of Y orl( was laid 
out by survey . 

Survey w a s carried out also 
by the T~wnship of Markham, 

1 a nd an Act gave licensing of 1 
taverns into the hands of the 1 
e ourts of Quarter Sessions. · f 

On February 26th, 1794, Aug
ustus Jones begarr his survey 
of Yonge Street leadi!J.g to Lake 
Simcoe. Later the same y ear Ber
czy led a g roup of sixty German 
families f rom Genessee, N ew 

York, to settle in the township 
of Markham. • 

Castle Frank, the first Govern
ment House, was erected on the 
banks of the Don River as a 
&mmner residence for the Gover
nor and Mrs. Simcoe. It was 
na m ed fo r their son, Frank Gwil
lim Simcoe, who was killed in 
Spain at the Sieg e of Badajoz, 
1812. "Gw illim" was Mt;s. Sim
coe's maiden name. It is interest
ing to note that . Gwillimbury 
Townships wet·e named in h er 
honor. 

Captain Aeneas Shaw was 
sworn into the Executive Coun
ell of Upper Canada, and Edward 
Graves Simcoe Wright, son of 
E.dward Wright, who came to 
Canada in 1792 with the Queen's 
Rangers, was the first white 
child to be born in the Town of 
York. H e operated a tavern, the 

I Greenland Fisheries, situa t ed on 
j the north-west corner of Front 
and John Streats. 

By March, 1794, Yonge Street 
w as "blazed" to Holland Land
ing. 

- In the year 1795, the - township \ 
of' Etobicoke was surveyed. The 
Government erected a saw-mill on 
the west bank of the Humber 
about 3 miles north of . Lake 
Ontario in this township, near the 
p resent site of the old mill. This 
::came year saw the settlmg of At
ldnson's Mills, which we now 
know as Thornhill. 

The following year the Town of 
York was made the seat of gov
Ernment and the Parliament of 
Upper canada was removed from 
Niagara -on-the-Lake, then known 
as Newark. 

John Ashbridge and Jonathan 
Ashbridge were the first to obtain 
grants of land in the Township of 
York. John White and Capt. Wil-
1iam Mayne obtained the first 
grants in the Township of Scar
porough while David and Mary 
Thomson were the first set tlers. 
Asa Johnson was the first to obtain 

9 grant of land in the Township of 
\raughan and Joseph Bouchet~e, 
th first in the Township of Whlt
ch:r~h. In the Township of Mark
bam the first grants were taken 
out by Thomas Kinnear and John 

Ly<US. '• ' • il This same year, 1796, saw ~e 
land cleared ft>r Yonge Street 
from York and marked out for 
thirty -three n1 i I e s to Holland 
Landing. This was done by the 
Queen's Rangers. 

After Lt. Gov. John Graves Sim
coe left Upper Canada on t r ansfer 
to San Domingo, West Indies, Hon. 
Peter Russell was appointed a~ 
ministrator with the title of Prest
cient of the Province. 

The Parliament Buildings at 
York were completed the same 
year. 

The first government gr1;1nt for 
Upper Canada for education was 
made to a private school at Catar
aqui , now Kingston . It amounted 
to £100. 

On August 20th. Captain George 
n1ayter was granted Township Lot 

20 2nd Concession, on the 
No. , ide of Yonge Street and the 
east · ide of Bloor Street. His 
north :,, as built on the same site 
hous~ E \ward Kemp's at No. 2 
as Slr \;: Crescent. The stone 

--6st1e ~ran• 
0 

, the Playter home 
ioundatlo~·thcd while digging the 
was unea f the' Kemp residence 
excavatwn or 
in 1902. "'--

Rev. Thomas Raddish, .M.A., ar
rived at York in November and 
was appointed the first rector 
there. He returned to England in 
July, 1797 but did not resign his 
appoirrtment until March, 1799. 

The shadows of war soon diver t
ed the Rangers from their peace
ful tasks. The Governor-general 
scoffed at. Simcoe's warning, but 
when American troops approached 
the western forts, he sent militia 
to help the Queen's Rangers in the 
defence of Upper Canada. 

The F or tifications were entr ust
ed to the Rangers, and one Com
pany placed in garr ison wh ile the 
Regiment was dispatched to aid in 
construction of an outpost at 
Detroit With the signing of Jay 's 
Treaty, the danger to the P rovince 
passed and the Regiment was 
withdrawn within its boundar ies. 
In 1796 Colonel Simcoe left Upper 
Canada and Lieut. Colonel David 
Shank took com mand. 

Thomas Hind and :William Mc
Clellan were among the firs t to 
obtain grants of land in the Town
ship of King in 1797. 

It was on June 1st of this year 
that the first Parliament of Upper 
Canada met at York and sat il1 the 
new Parliament Buildings erected I 
at the foot of what is now Parlia- ,1 

ment Street. · 
The Legislative Assembly of Up

per Canada petitioned George III 
for a g1·ant to endow District 
Grammar Schools and a Univer- ' 
sity and 540.000 acres were granted 
fo r this pmpose. 

The Second Session of the Se
cond Parliament of Upper Canada 
empowered persons now admitte.d 
to Practice in the Law and prac
tising at the Bar of any of His 
Majesty's C..ourts of this Province, 
t o form themselves into a Society 
to be called the Law Society of 
Upoer Canad~----------------~ 

Ten Practitioners met at Wil
son 's Hotel, now Niagara-on-the
Lake, on 17 July and call ed them
selve;; and five other s to the bar. 
They ' appomted as Benchers or 
Governors: John White, treasurer, 
Robert Isaac D2y Gray, Angus 
MacDonell, James Clark, Christo
pher Robinson, Allan McLean, 
William D. Powell, Alexander 
Stewart. Nicholas Hagerman, and 
B. C. Beardsley. 

It was Sept. 1st that Dr. James 
Macaulay secured Park Lot No. 
9 consisting of 100 acres from Lot 
Street now Queen Street, to Bloor 
Street. On May 30th, 1799 he 
traded the north half of his lot fo r 
the south half of Chief Justice 
J ohn Elmsley's Lot No. 10. In 
this way, Dr. Macaulay ga ined.,pos
.session of land which today would 
consist of a block bounded by 
Yonge, College, Queen, and a line: 
dr awn parallel to Yonge St. run
ing 132 feet west of Elizabeth St. 
This became known as Macaulay 
Town. Today this property wo uld 
be worth about $30.000,000 ; then 
it was worth not more than a few 
~~IJ,,;;,jUii..Wi-!dollars . ...,. _____ :.__ __ 



The Year 1800 (Article 7) 

It was jUSit 'before the turn of the 
ce:Jli~ry th~:t t~e ~own.shilps of 
Wh11Jby, . P'1C!kerJng·, Slc!arlboroug:h, 
York, ~obiook~, Markham, Vaug.h
an, Kmg, Whitlcihu;roh, Uxbridge 
Gwillimlbury and the tract of land 
laid out into OOw'lls:hi.ps lying be
tween the Counties of Dur!ha1111 and 
Lake Silmc,oe, by an Aci of Pa.rl'<a
ment 00111Sti1tuted and formed the 
East ~ding of York. 

At the '&aime time, the Township•s 
of Beverley and F1a:mborough, Elast 
and West, and the tract of land <m 
the Gl"aald River north ol Dundas 
Street, then in the oooupation of 
the Six Nation Indians and all the 
land between that tract and the 
East Riding of the Co·u:nty of York 
with t'he lands in the rea.r of the 
TO'Wll'lships of Blenheim iftind> Blan
f<n-d, by 18.!1 Aci of Parliam~nt con
stituted 3il1d formed the West Rid
iJJig of Y()!I'k. 

Timothy Rogers·, the fi·r >:tt settler 
o~ the site of Ne•W'!llarket together 
WLbh Jacob Lundy, estalblisheid a 
Quaker .settl~ent at this place. 

This wa.s· in 1800, the year the 
T<YWll.Shilp of Whitchuroh 'WillS sur
veyed. 

On January 3, John S:maH, clerk 
of the exoou:tive oouncH, a:nd At
torney-General John White fought 
a duel. W<hite died of woUIIl.ds. 
Small wa.s ilrudicled for murder ibut 
was acquittted. Thomas Scott' was 
appointed White's ,success'Or on 
July 24t'h. 

The lta.nd . 1•unning north from 

Queen Street was divided into park 
~ots eaC'h containing 100 acres and 
nUIITllbered westward fro<m George 
S:treet now .the first street east 
of Ja~is S•treet. · 

Lot No. 1 was. granted to Wil
l:ia:m J a'l'Vis. His home was dem<f
lished when Jarvis Street was put 
through . 

Oaptlllirn John McGUll owned I:ot 
No. 2. Hi·s home was on the stte 
now occupied ·by the Mjeh·opolitan 
Church. 

Dr. Macaulay mtmltioned in 
Arti.cle 6, OWIJ1ed' lot N(). 3. This 
began on bhe east :at Yo.nge Street. 
Terauley Street takes its· na.me 
from the laS<t s~rl<laible of Mrs. Mac
aulay's maiden name, Hay;ter, l8ll1d 
the last two syllables 01f Macaulay. 

Lot. No. 4 was owned <by Chief 
Jmtice Ellmsley, who traded the 
southern ha:l!f of this lot for Dr. 
Mla!ca.ulay's northem half. 

JJO,t. No. 5, of which OSJgoode 
Hall grounds is· a part, was ~rst 
owned iby the Rev. T. Raddu:~h. 
Later, Jo:P,n Beverley Robinson ac
quired it 

Peternfieldi Wl!JS the name given 
to Peter Russell's estate. On the 
death of Miss Russell, it was left 
to Dr. William WaTTen Ba.ldwin, 
the father of Robert Baldwin. 
Baldwin opened Spa.dina Ave. 

Bat<hur.st Street was the wes-tern 
bounda.ry of the holding o.f E. B. 
Littlehales. Oa}}tain John Denison 
boug:ht this· properly and opened 
Denisorn Ave., ta .street bwo blocks 
east of Bathurst S't. 

· f 'I 

fi Th
1
e next secltion, consi•sting of 

ve. ots from Bathurst Street to 
~SI,ngto~ A venue, was owned b 

1. DavJd Shank, Oatp>t. Macdoi
ooll, Capt. Samuel Smith 0 
and later Mtaj.-Gem Aeneru: Shapt. 
Wlho gave his name 'to S a.w, 
and Oap•t. Houchett~ haw Street, 

David Bn.,.,.. w·1·1. d Al -·..., 1 tam Chervett 
al! exa;nder MooN alb ThomJas 
Ridout an:d WilHam Alla~ and An
gus _Macdonlllell ·owned the lots fro' 
Ossm.gton Ave. to Ducetin S:t m 

This Alexander Mac.N b ' · 
tioned ·aJbotve . a1., men
the Bl'it' h A wtas comnuss1<l!ned in 

IS. vmy and wa.s the only 

Canadian: ·to be kiHed at the Battle 
od' Waterloo in 1815. ' 

The Rev. George O'Kill Stewart 
B.A., was appointed the first rooto; 
of St. James, irn 1800. He remain
ed at this office until the year 1812. 

Ca>ptain Baron Frederick de 
~oen, a retir-ed Briti<sh officer, Hes_ 
•SiaJJ lby lbi1"1::h, was a resident of 
·the Town of Y orll: in this year o.f 
1800. He li.ved on the west Siide 
of Young Street, n'()r;t;h of Deer 
Park. His house was used lftS' a 
refuge f()r malliy of the ladies of 
~()rk duriirng the American invaJ
SI~ of t!he town irn 1813. It is 
swd ~hat his orig!inal dwelling still 
re1111ams a.s pa·vt of a residence on 
Da:wt<m Blvd. 

Ohri:stian Reesor came· fro<m Pen
.n:sylvan~a 'and obtained Lot. No. 4, 
Oonc~sJOI!- 10, Mark!ham TOWIIlshi·P. 
He d~~ this by trading the horses 
on Wlhich he and his wife 1rode over 
here. He then returned to P~mn.s·Y'l
vani'a, this time on foot ta.nd 
brought his fumily book with h~m. 

A census taken in the yea.r 1801 I 
shGWed . the following figures: 
~OW'n.Shi,ps of York, .Sicavboro, E;to~ 
biC~ke, 413; rthe Town of York, 33'6; 1 
W;hltchUl'(lh, 44; King, 30; Vaughn, 
103 and Ma.rkham, ·146. 

On June 8 of thi·s year the ToiWil 
of York was illuminated at night 
ro celebrate the surrender of Malta 
whieh ·had been .blockaded by th~ 
British for two years. 

Article No. 8 will deal with early 
settlers a:ml Sbme statistics. 

\ 



In the year 1802, the area of tl e Home Di trict wa de-~ 
creased by the1 formation of the District of Newcastle· the 
H ome District cm1 sisted of the Counties of York and Si;ncoe .· 
as they were then constituted. 1 

The combined population of the 
T own of York and the Township 
of York and Etobicoke was 659. 
A t that time, only 1,109 acr es of 
la nd were under cultivation in 
these townships. 

A public subscription was tak- ~ 
er. up this year in the Town of 
Y ork to pay for the extension of I 
Yonge Stree t from Eglinton Ave. 
t o the Town of York. 

An excerpt from the brief his- I 
t orical sketch of Queen's York /1 

Rangers tells us that in May, 
1802, the War Office considered ' 
the situa tion to be no longer dan- · 
gerous and ordered the disband- 1 

ment oftthe Queen's Rangers. The 'I 
order was put into effect on _Octo
b er 25, 1802. Tl'\e Rangers' ser
v ice to Upper Canada had been 
p raiseworthy and enduring. Some 

'The following year. the agree
ment with t he Mississauga In
dians for t h e "Toronto P urchase' ' 
was confirm ed. There is a paint
ing in t h e City Hall at Toronto 
depicting the scene of this trans-
ac tion. 

F u gitives from t he French Rev
olu tion began to settle on Yonge 
Street. near Bond L ak e, a t this 
time. Rene Aug us tin, Comte de 
Cha]us. L e Chevalier de Marscal, 
Quedon S t. George, J ohn F ura n 
and Am brose de F ar cy w ere I 
among t he f ir st. 

The A ct 46, George III, Cha p. 
5 passed in 1806 gave the Courts 
of Gluarte r Sessions the author
ity to appoint officia ls in m uni
cira1ities tha t did not hold town 
meetings to elect them. 

of the personnel returned to Eng- About the same time, the grant 
l a nd, but many settled in a n d for building roads and bridges 
about York and Niagara. was increased to £1,600. 

:Records show us that in 1803 I The n ext year, the Blue School 
the population of the Town of , was o:Pened at Church and Adel
York was 456 and the tax collec- aide Streets, on June 1. 
t.i~n amounted to £62. . The Distric t Public School Act 

r h e Second Assessment Act was passed by th L · 1 ti A . . . · e eg1s a ve s-
was passed, makmg the basis of semblv of Upper c d . · 
t a t · .f d l ·r ana a, m 
. xa wn more um ?r.n;t an . P ac- which"'the Provincial Parliament 
mg more responsibility m the enuncia t ed for the first time t he 
han~s of the courts of quarter principle that education fo th 
s esswns. . youth of the province wa; th! 

i:n the Township of York. there responsibility of the government. 
were 1.109 acres of cultivated Previeo t:~> t o this and for a lono
l aOJ.d ; 60 oxen , 133 milch cows, <> 

45 unhorn~d cattle, 53 swine, 1 
g !ist mill, 2 saw mills, and two 
t averns. 

Lt.-Gov. Hunter issued a proc
lamation that a public open mar
k et should be held every Sat
u rday at York. The first market 
w a s h eld on November 5, on the 
s outh side of King ·Street a t 
Church Street. Six a cres of land 
bounded by King, Church. Front 
and Jarvis Streets w ere set aside 
for the York Market. 

Christian Reesor , m entioned in 
A t ticle 7, made the journey fmm 
Franklin County, Pennsylvania , 
w ith his sons, John, Abraham, 
Christian a nd P e ter , to their h old
ings in Markham County, U pper 
Canada, in the year 1804. · 

T his same year, Abraham 
Stouffer and his followers settled 
on the site of S touffville. 

'rhe year 1804 is a lso outstand
ing in that t he Provincial Legis 
lature of U pper Canada voted I 
£ 1,000 for th e purpose of laying 
new roads and bridges. This is t he 
fir·st time t he province voted 
money for such a p urpose. A 
Eoat·d of Commissioners was ap-
pointed by and responsible to the 
Governor-in-Council to expe-nd 

1 
• 

tills money. 

time a fter, education remained 
for t.he most part ln the hands 

l 
of private persons and private in
stitutions. This act provided for 
one public or grammar school for 

1 each of the eight districts. 
' The y ear 1808 marked_further 
progress when, in January, the 
first regular mail service from 
Lower Canada was inaugurated. 

' Th•e records of township meet-
' ings for the Township of King 
go back to thi;s year. The town 
clerk was William Haines; asses
sors, Jacob Hollingshead and Wil
liam Hughes; collector, William 
Tyler; overseers of the roads, 
Henry Harman, Thomas Taylor, 
Rufus Rogers; pound-keeper, Is
aac Elollingshead; town wardens, 
Willium Kennedy and John Nich- l 
ol. 

At this time, the population of 
the 'l'own of York was 577 and 
the IJ•opulation of the Township 
of Kitng was 160. 

Arlticl No. will deal with the 
waT'i812-1814 for the most part. ! 

ln 1812 the \'VJr between the Un-/ 
ited States of America and Great 
Britain began. 

fl ts well to Fhow here the first 
be~inning; of Tnc York Rangers, , 
haying regard to the amalgama
tiop o C the two untt;; in 1936. Prior 
to tht.,; date, fr<'!"l 1802, the County 
"Aa." protected by isolated flank 
and riLle como;;nies 

Dealing along with ti1e modern ~ 
county limit.;. ;ts population com
prised such a d:verse variety of 
settlc mcnt.s, th~i, no one could tell 
wh;lt ..1clion could be theirs in the 
eY1nt of war w!th the United 
St<f , .. There Wal> a good sprinkl
ing o( descend~nt.s of United Em

·pirc Loyalists. who had received 
grant., of land· in Upper Canada 
as jrecompen·e for their services. 
BuJ there Wel:e other ettlers I 
whose interest in maintaining the · 
British Empire was not so obvious. 

The Oak Rid~es h!ld been set
tled by French Emigres, nobles. 

· whos~ roots were in France. The 
· neigh i.}Orhood uf Markham, for- 1 

merly known as German Mills 
was settled by rr.atter-of-fact Ger-
111<111.3. There were Quakers, too. 
of undoubted Joyalty and Ameri-

. -cans who had oeen lured to the 
rich rolling lan ds. 

Notwithstand;ng the difficulties 
in r aising adive militia in this 
district, no sc.::mer was the call 
mafie. than t.h>: Hank companies 
wer 1 eady to l :;ke the field. 
On~ day in Lhe latter part of · 

July, 1812. Gel1eral Brock called J 
out' the York Militia on Garrison 
Commons. The American General 
Hull had proceeded to take posses 
sion or Western Canada in a Pr o
c!a1111tion to u·le inhabitants. in 
wh!c l1 he threat n!"d to emanci
p<:>t~ them from tyranny and op 
pres<;iJn and reJtore them to .the 
dignified statiu.1 of freemen. O•l 
12th July, simuitaneously with his 
Proclamation. Hull. commanding 
a Iormid:tble army crossed over 
to Sandwich, where he planted 
the American Standard. News of 
this invasion having reached Tor
onto. General Brock with a party 
of soldiers r owed across the lake 
to Niagara t put the fronti:e r I 
th ere in SLLch a state of defence 
as means pern1itted. and imme
diately rowed back in the same 
boat .. nd called r:J llt the militia. 

It v; a matter of history, fitting
ly commemorated by the tall 
Ulornooncnt tha~ towers above the 
heigl1ts he st.:-ove to regain. that 
Brock met his end, as he had won 
·his victories. by attempting to 
ward off the St-Pmingly in evitable. 
Th~ attempt was not in vain. 

for llle bcatloacis of woLmded re
turning to tl-Je American shore 
J1:.t that moral effect on the ene
my which decided the victory of 
th~ aflcrnoon. 



Tw;ce, Gen~cal Brock strove to 
gaiu the heigf-tt~ with every man 
he could spare from Queenston 
«nd twice failet . But his words 
"ru:;h on York Volunteers,' ' spok
l'l1 by him just bdore he died was 
a pi in military order to throw in
to the issue his one available re
scrv c. namely, the two. companies 
undc1· Captain Cameron, which 
(oll•J\\ cd Lhcir general up the road 

to Queenston. 

The above is an excerpt from I 
the ]:>ric£ Historical Sketch of 
Queen's York Rangers. 

On Tuesday, the 27th of April 
an American force under General 
Pike, after whc.m Pike's Peak wa.s I 
named, landed on the lake shore 
at the place where Sunnyside is 
now loca ted. and attac~ed the 1 

town of York General Pike was 
killed in the explosion of a pow
der magazine . The invaders burn
ed the Parlia!""ent Buildings and 
the Court House, and then with
drew, taking with them, amo.ng 
other items. a iluman sca}p which 
later was identified as the Speak
er's wig. 

The only Royal StandaTd ever 
captui:ed by an enemy force was 
taken by the Americans from York. 
It is held today by the Annapolls 
Naval Academy in Maryland. 

In March of 1812, an anchor 
which now rests in the park at 
Holland landing was drawn from 
Kingston, for a man-o-war statwn-

d on the Upper Lakes. By the 
I te. 1·t had reached Soldier's Bay, Ime . 

peace was declared and It ~e 
mained there until 1870 at which 
time it was hauled to Holland 
Landing and set up in the . park. 

A grist-mill to supply gram for 
the British 0''IDY in the locality was 

erected by Joseph Holley -on the 
site of the present Town of Wes
ton. The place was then called 
"The Humber." Mr. Holley later 
sold his· grist-mill to James Farr. 
One hundred and fifty acres ~f 
land was included in the sale. This 
land is now the site of the Weston 
Golf an d Country club. James Farr 
changed the name from The Hum-
ber to Weston. . 

At the close of this war nme 
brass cannon from Pine F ori . a1 
nearby Soldier's Bay were bunec 
in the Holland Marsh. 

Article 10 will deal with Pro 
gress in the Post War Period. 

I o 

PROGRESS IN THE POST WAR PERIOD 
Aft er the war 1812-1814 York County seem~cl to expand 

and progress enn more rapidly than . before. 'In 1815 the 
To ,~· ns hip of Georgina, named after George III, was opened I 
for ~~ttlement. Sut.ton, Pef~erlaw~ U.dora, Cederbt:a~, V achell 
and Jackson's Pomt are tts pnnc1pal commumttes today. 
It con ta in~ 36.7?0 ·acres. John Mills Jackson gaye his name 

1 
to J ackson · Potn t. - The Bank of Upper Canada wa51 

At this time the total popula- incorporated on the petition of: 
tion of :he Township of King was Robert Chas. Horne, John Scar

lett, Franc:.,is Jackson, Wm. War
ren Baldv.>in, Alex. Legge. Thorn-twOJ hundred and nine. 

The following y ear, 1816, the as Ridout, Samuel R idout, D' Arcy 
y cae Kingston Road opened, Boulton, Jr., Wm. ~· Robinson, 
b r6ught serious hardships on the l James Macaulay', Duncan Cam
pioneers. This year, called the eron, Guy C. Wood, Robert And-

el·son and James Baldwin. 
Summerless year, snow fell in First patents w ere issued to 
June and July. settlers in the Township of 

The Common School Act was . Georgina, and Alex Robbins ob
pas::,ed by' the Legislative As- ~ tained lots 3, 4 and 5 in the first 
sembly au tho.tjzing any town, Concession. Jane Smith obtained 
towns hip, village or .community Lol 2 on lhe Second Concession, 
to establish a school providing Margar et Hess, Lot 6 on the Third 
a minimum of 20 students was Concession; Mary Tripp, Lot 7 
enrolled. The inhabitants of such on the F ourth Concession; vVil
municipalities irrespective of liam Bouclrier L ots 1 and 2 on the 
property qua lifica tions were per- Seven th Concession and William 
mitted to elect trustees to super- B ouchier lots 1, 2 and 3 on the 
vise t he administration of the Eig·hth Concession. 
schools. ~tain Bouchier, ~he first set-

The Legisl~ture. a!so passed an 1 tler, had been in command of 
A ct to erect a ]all and Court I Fort P enetanO'uishene during the 
House in the Town of York. ' War of 1812-t814. H e founded the 

The same year saw ·the Town- Village of Sutton. 
s~i~ of Toronto added to the East 

1 

The year the Second Parliament 
R1dmg of the County of York. i Buildings were erected, the popu- · 

The following year for the first i lation of the T own of York was 
time regulations for specific mun- 1,240. 
~cipalities were pass~d. Kingston, 

1 

After holding one session in J Oi·
Jn . 1816, was the ftrst town to dan's York Hotel, subsequent ses
be. so affect~d. York, in the same sions of the L egislature met in 
manner, was regulated for b~ ~ct · ' The Lawn, a residence~ cor-
57, George III, Chap. 2, gt~lllg ner of Wellington and York 
the Comt of Quarter Sesswns Sl t 
the authority to make a maxi- ~~1~jing the system estab
mun~ levy ~f £100 per year . to lished in England, a National 
provtde .for sidewalks, streets, .fire System of Schools under the 
c?nwames and other local ser- c'hurch of England was intro
VIces. The Town of .York now had duced in the Central School at 
tl~e status of a p~llce tov.:n. York. Dr. Strachan was the lead-

A stage coach lme was maugu-
rated, joining York and Kings
ton. :J.'he first fare was $18.00. 
This was reduced to $10.00 in 
1818. 
. The first Methodist meeting 

house · was erected in 1818 at 
King a nd Jordan Streets. This 
is now the site of the Canadian 
Bank of Commerc~, the tallest 
building in the British Empire. 

In July, the Bank of Montreal 
op);'ned a branch in the Town of j 
York, t he first bank to be located 
here. 

Approximately 3,500 students 
wet·e enrolled in the common or 
jmblic schools ~nd ' about 22,P in 
the District Grammar Schools in 
the Home Distr ict in 1819. 

£700 was r ealized from the sale 
of Clergy Reserve Land this same 
year. 

er of this movement by means 
of which h e hoped to assert the 
infuence of the established church 
on provincial education. Later, 
a n investigation disclosed the fact 
this N a tional School had been 
established and maintained with 
government money, but without 
the knowledge or consent of Par
liament. 

Benjamin Thorne arrived from 
Dorsetshire, England to settle on 
Yonge Street at Atkinson's Mills. 
He bought the mill and in this 

1 way his name became associated 
· with this place which we call 
I Thornhill today. He was manager 

of the Toronto Branch of the 
Bank of Montreal and president 
of the Montreal Telegraph Co. 
He died at Thornhill on July 2nd, 
1848. 

t 
A. rticle 11 will deal with fur

therGOvernment Progress and 
some Statistics. 



II . 

FURTHER GOVERNMENT PROGRESS 
AND SOME ST J~ TIS TICS 

The year 1821 saw the County of I 
Simcoe formed, thereby decreasing 
the area of the County of York. I 

The Townships of Reach, Brock, 
Scott and Georgina were added to 
the East Riding of the County oJ 
York. The Townships of Chingu-
acousy, Caledon, Albion and Gore 
of Toronto were added to the West 
Riding. 

At this time the population of 
the Home District was approxi
m ately 12,000. 

T he following year, 1822, the first 
Presbyterian Church was erected 
on Hospital Street, now Richmond 
Street. This same year the Law So
ciety of Upper Canada was per
mitted to hold land. 

A General Board of Education 
for Upper Canada was established 
in 1823, by order of the British 
Government to assume responsibil
ity for the efficient administration 
of all schools in Upper Canada. 

~{ork 's first public well was dug 
on the s ite of the St. Lawrence 
Market. 

On December 30th of the follow
ing year, the Second Parliament 
B l!ildings wer e destroyed by nre. 

[ n January, 1825, Parliament 
met in the General Hospital. The 
erection of a new Parliament Build
ing in Simcoe Place on Front 
Street was begun. 

P.. stage coach service from 
G:eo1·gina Township to the Town 
of York was begun this same year 
by Lewis Bapp. 

The population of the Township 
of York had increased from 1672 
in 1820 to 2412 in 1825. 

University Avenue was once di
vided from south to north by a 
b~gh board fence . Sir John Bever
ley Robinson had donated the land. 
In 1825, College Street, the road
WP..'/ west of the boulevard, was 
laid and led to the grounds which 
wer~ to be the site of King's Col
lege. The entrance to this roadway 
·at Queen Street where stood the 
monument to the soldiers of Toron
to who served in the South African 
Wa r, was guarded by a gate and a 
ga !P--house. 

It was in 1825 that Sir John 
Franklin began his long trip to 
the West by water at Holland 
Landing. 

The first Roman Catholic Church 
ll n the Town of York, St. Paul's, 
~as erected in 1826. 

A stage coach route was estab
lish ed between York and Niagara. 
The fare was $5.00. 

Seven thousand students were in 
attendance at the Comn\.on Schools 
and three hundred at the District 
Grammar Schools, throughout Up
pet; Canada at this time. 

o1'i June 25. William Lyon IYJacl 
K enzie's printing shop on the cor
n e t of Frederick and Front Streets 
w as raided by certain youthful 
members of the Family Compact. 
Lat ·r. the courts forced Charles 
and Raymond Baby, Henry Sher
wood, Mr. Lyons, secretary of the 
Lie tenant-Governor , Samuel Pe
t n ; Jarvis. Charles Richardson. 

~es King, Charles Heward and 
Peter Macdougall to pay £625 
to Mackenzie for damages to his 
property. 

In 1827, John Strachan succeeded 

I in obtaining a charter for King's I 
College s1gned by William IV. 

_The next year, Dawes Road run
nmg north from Danforth Road 
was opened to take the place of 
the town line between Scarboro 
and York. . The road was named 
after Clem. Dawes, who kept a 
hotel ·on th~. north-west ' corner of 
Danrorth Ave. and Dawes Road. 

The Law Society of Upper Can- / 
ada urchased six acres of land 
from the Attorney-General, the 
Hon. John Bever1ey Robin
son, onQthe north side of-Lot Street, l 

n o_w ueen Street. At that time;" 
ih Js was outside the Town of 
York a_nd a great deal of objection 
was ra1sed on this point. 

In 1829, Parliament met in the 
'?ld Court House which with the 

. J a~l, occupied the area bounded by 
Kmg, Church, Court and Toronto 
Streets. 

The construction of Osgoode 
Hall was begun by the Law Socie'ty 
0~ _D'pper Canada under the super
VISion of Dr. William Warren Bald
w m •Of Spadina House. It' was 
named after the Hon. William Os
goode, the first Chief Justice of Up
per Canada from 1792-94. In 1794 
he was ·appointed Chief Justice of 
Lower Canada. 

This same year the United 
Church Publishing House was es
tablished in Toronto. 

The. population of the Town of 
York m 1830 was 2860 the T h' _ , own-
s lp oJ: York 3127, the Township 
of Scarboro 1135, the Township of 
~arkham 3070, the Township of 
,\Taughal! 1512, the Township of 
Nh itchurch 1822, the Township of 
r---~-------------~~ 

King 766, West Gwillimbury 352, I 
East Gwillimbury 1106, North 
Gwillimbury 72, Etobicoke 1016, 1 

and Georgina 182. The total popu
lation ot this area combined was 
11,020. . I 

In thil; year Parliament met in 
the un~:ompleted Parliament Build
ings. 

Artic[e 12 will dea-l with the J 

period 830 to 1836. 
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ARTICLE 12 
Period 1830-1896 

. Dr. William Warren Baldwin built Spadina House 1 

hill near where Casa Lorna is now situated. From it 
private road lined with chestnut trees which is now Sp. 
Avenue. 

In the same year .Jt was decided that Osgoode 
should be the permanent seat of the Law Society of ~ 
Canada. 

First Ploughing Match ' ' 
Trinity Church, Thornhill, was 

completed in 1830 also. The grave 
of Lt.-Col. Moodie, killed in the Re
bdlion of 1837 while attempting 
to dash through the Rebel lines to 
warn Toronto of an attack to be 
made on it, is to be seen in the 
churchyard. 

The first ploughing match in Can
ada was held in the. Township - of 
Scarborough on the farm of Robert 
Stobo. J . Torrance and A. Glen
dinning were the principal contest
ants. 

The first post office m t he Town
ship of Scarboro was Eostablished 
en Lot 19, Concession 3D, along 
the Markham Road. Peter Secord 
was the first postmaster . 

In 1931, the Mechanic's Institute 
was established as a means of edu
cation and cultural development ..for 
those engaged in trade and busi
ness. 

The Typographical Society, the 
first trade union organized in Can
ada, was formed on 12 OCtober, 
1832 at York. Membership con
sisted of twenty-four printers. 

The General Board of Education 
was replaced by the Council of 
King's College, the following year, 
and the third Parliament Building 
W!l-5 completed. 

1 
First V.C. Winner 

Alexander Roberts Dunn, born at 
York, son of the Receiver-General 
of Upper Canada, was the first Ca
nadian to win the Victoria Cross. 
As a Lieutep.ant in the Eleventh 
Hussars he rode in t he charge of 
the Light Brigade at the Battle 
of Balaclava, 1856. His heroic ac
tions in this . famous engagement 
won the award for him. 

First toll-roads in the Province 
of Ontario were established in th e 
County of York. Yonge Street, 
Kingston Road, and Dundas Street 
were placed under the suprevision 
of a board of five trustees. Gov
ernment loans of £4.,200, £2,000, 
lmd £1,500 were advanced to im
prove these three highways. Toll 
l'evenues were to repay the loans. 

Osgoode Ball was enlar~red 
by the addition of a series of 
chambers occupied as living 
quarters by students and bar
risters. 

In 1834 the Town of York was 
incorporated as a City and made 
a self-governing municipality. 
The name was changed to To
ronto. The Act of Incorpora
tion was passed by the Parlia~ 
ment of Upper Canada on 
March 6, 1834. 
The first municipal election was 

held on March 27, and all male 
hCJuseholders, tenants or owners had 
the right to vote. In this elec
tion William Lyon Mackenzie was 
chosen the first rna or. 



Popu ation of , 
The extent of the city was the 

area on the mainland within its 
boundaries, Toronto Island, To
ronto Lagoon, Toronto Harbour 
A!<hbridge's Marsh, and Lake On~ 
tario, South and West of the Island 
ll.nd South of Ashbridge's Bay. 

The population a t this tim~ was 
over 9,000. 

This year the slaves in the Brit
ish Dominion were freed by Act 
of Imperial Parliament. · 

The Reform Legislature of Up
per Canada established a board o! 
Commissioners and gave to it most 
of the authority in municipal af
fuirs which had hitherto been in 
the ~ands of the· po)lrts of Quarter 
SessJOns. 

The next year, 1835, the Toront.o 
Police Force consisting of 5 con-
stables was organized. · · · 

An Act of the Provincial Par
liament was passed authorizing 
the ratepayers of each town
ship to elect a board of three 
Commissioners to administer 
the affairs of the township- and 
supervise the work of the offi
cials elected by each Town 
Meeting. · 

Reception For Explorer 
The Arctic explorer, . Sir John 

franklin, was given a reception in 
Newmarket on his way overland !".o 

'the Arctic. The house in which he 
st.ayed still stands. 

Yonge St. through Hogg's Hol
low was straightened. The detour 
to the east of the pl'esent road 
which followed the height of land 
tlJrough York Mills wa.s marked 
out by early surveyors to avoid t~e 
low marshy ground of the valley 
and the Don River. 

Toronto Club, at the corner of 
York and Wellington, founded .!1i.;; 
year is the second oldest club in 
North America. The oldest, the 

Philadelphi Cl 
Penn w a tau~ of Philadelphia, 

·• . as es bhshed in 1834 The first municipal meetin . 
the Township of y k g .for 
1 ecord remain or of Which • 
day Janua s was held on Mon. 
ilJ the ho~ ~~· 1836. Ia was held 
and ad ·o'ur Wllh;;tm Cummer 

J ned to John Marsh 's T • 
vern on Yonge st . a-
was elected TownsWpJ~rnkWillson 
David D · 1 er · John . ' ame McDougall and Wil 
lJ_am Donaldson were' ele~ted • 
CJl!ors. J ames McMullen was co~n
sen the Assessor. c O• 

(Article 13 will deal w"th 
stati~ more f th I more 
Rangers.) 0 e Queen•a 

ltttreL~ I? 

Article 13 
1615. 1949 

M01re About the Queen's York 
Rangers laond Further Sta.tis·tics 
The first meeting in suppo'l.'t of 

William Lyon Mackenz·ie's Agita
tion a·gainst the Family Compact 
wa·s held at Newmarket; the second 
at Uoydtorwn. Lloydtorwn was 
well represented in Mackenzie's 
force,;. On June 30, the meeting 
at Lloydto<wn was for the purpose 
of making polans for reibellion. 'Dhe 
Reformers, led hy William Lyon 
Mackenzie, made ·an atJtack <m 
York, the seart -<>if the government 
of Ui~per Can;W-a. The rebellion 
was quickly quelled and the T'e'hels 
dispersed. Mlaokenzie fled to the 
Untited Sltates Wlhere he tried to 
indulge in act s of treason 11gainst 
Oanada. 

It was· at this time that the Re
giment was' reorganized, under the 
command -od' Lieut.-Ciolonel Slamuel 
Peters Ja.rv.is, a son <>f William 
Jarvis. On the 6th of December, 
wi.th the hastily assemft>led Militia, 
the Regiment ·ad¥anced against the 
relbels under MacKenz4e. The mal
oontests· were met near M'onbgo.m
ery's Tavern. In the fight the 
Regiment formed the Ring Wjng 
of the Governme<nt's· fo·rces and 
was specially mentioned and com
p.Jimeillted fb.y the Governor for the 
excellence of dts services and dis
cipline. 

The Hbrary at O'sgoode Hall was 
begun lby the purchase in London, 
Einglall'Ld, of books to the amount 
of £291. In 1948 the lilicrar'y con
tained over 90,000 volumes. 

The Legislative Assem!bly of 
Upper Oanada raised a lo•an of 
£100,000 .to ibe spent on the roads 
of the Home Dlisrtrict, particularly 
on Yonge Street, Dundas Sitreet 
a.nd Kingston Road. Yon.ge and 
Dund1as Streets were macadamiz-ed. 

In 1838 tJhe Regiment was moved 
from the garrison o.f Toronto to 
Niagara, Queenston, Ghipp-awa .and 
Allenburg. It was ex,peoted a.t this 
t ime that MacKenzie was, gather
ing a~bout him lawless enemies · of 
Britain .and would, attempt to in
vade the Pro-vince from the State 

of New Y.ork, and great imip'Ort
ance was attached to t hose post s. 
In June , 1bhe unit returned to To
ronto and :by July, as 12lL danger 
seemed to have pass-ed, order s were 
given to discharge the Militia from 
act!ve se rvi!Ce. 'Ilhough no longer 
actn':ely engaged the Regiment 
contmued to functi on a s a unjt 
of ·the Militia ·until ·albout 1848. 

During the years thiat followed 
1838, the Regiment mustered for 
one or more days each autumn. 
All ranks clothed themselves' and 
none drew pay. It is no· wonder 
that enthusiasm waned and ·that 
numbers dwindled as things went 
from bad to worse !and muskets· be
came ·older and rustier as m.emor
des of active service became more 
dim. 

From the time Simcoe brought 
-the unit to Urpper Oanada, until 
1866, when the Canadian Militia 
was reorganized, and the unit .be
came knorwn officially as the 12th 
York Battalion o.f Infantry, there 
were several disbandments of the 
Queen's Rangers. During the 
period in whioh ·the Regtiment did 
not exist, as a unit, the ,personnel 
were aibsorbed 1bly flank ~d rifle 
com.pan~es in various parts-of York 
Oounty. So, although no organized 
as a R.egim.ent, the personnel well"e 
actually doing duty as soldiers, 
proteoting the settlers against in
vasion, and maintaining the law 
·and! order of the ;province, which 
was settled in •great part boy United 
•Eimpire Loyalis.ts, who ·had given 
up their all, rather than 'bake the 
O"<tth of Allegiance to the newly
formed RepubliJc. 

On January 31, 1839, the E!arl o·f 
Durham submitted his Report to 
Her Maj.esty, Queen Victoria. In 
i·t he said: The estahlushment of a 
good system of munici•pal ins-ti
tutes throughout these Provinces 
is a matter o.f vital importance. A 
general legtis.Jature whic·h manages 
the ,priv!ate business of every par
ish, in additio·n to the common 
business· of the country, Wiields a 
power no single 'body, however 
popular in its constitution, ought 
to have a power wh[eh must 'be 
destructive of any c<>nstitutional 
balance. · 

In 1840 a lot <>n the corner of 
King and Yonge Streets was ex
changed foo- 1a load of hay. Today 
a cen·tury later, this lot is worth 
a fortune. 

In 1841, the District Councils 
Acts of 1841 laid the foundation of 
the murui.cip·a.l system. Councils 
were elected by ratepayers, the 
warden was appo·inted by the Gov
ernor~im~CouncH, Tax for looal 
eXIp>enditures Wa!S· not to exceed 
10 d. per acre. This Act attempted 
to ,prov,ide for the better internal 
Government of that part orf this 
Pl'D·villiCe which fol'merly constiiut-

ed the Province of Upper Clanada 
by the estaiblishment of Local o~ 
Munici•pal Authorities therein. 

The i~rtant result of i:t was 
in the foot that it demOillstrated to 
the go,vernment offi-cials ,tJhat local 
affairs could be handled efficiently 
by the J.ocal councils. Once this 
.point was made the most serious 
obstacle to tthe extension of IoCial. 
autonomy was destroyed. 

The Townshipo of York, in 1842, 
had a popu_l.ation ,of 5,27() people, 
the Tow.nship of Sca11boro contain
ed 2,750 inhaJbjtants, Markham had 
15,698, Vaug!h,an 4,300 and King 
2,625. 

On Feht,a.ury 8, the first elected 
Coundl of the Home District met 
at Toronto. A.t this time the Home 
distriot oonsisted of thirty Town
ships. 

(Article 14 will deal wi1th Origin 
of the County Seal and Educational 
Advances). 



Article 15 
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Period 1849-1855 
A real advance in self~govern

ment was marked ·by the Ha.1dwin 
Act of 1849 which increased the 
authority of the municipal councils 
abolished the practice of 'appoint
ment of local officials by the Gov
ern.or-'in-Oouncil and formalized the 
regulations regarding the incor
poration of municipalities. The unit 
of administration became the 
County, districts being abolished. 

Five hundred thous:and acres of 
land was allotted to ·endow fPIUblic 
or elementary schools in U:pper 
Canada. There were twenty public 
·schools established in the Town
ship· of Vaughn, and so as self
government came into its own, 
education adV~ance~ with it. 

On March 22nd, 1849, William 
Lyon Mackenzie was permitted to 
return to Toronto from the United 
States, where he had fled in 1837. 

The S!chool Law o.f 185·0 intro
duced the principle of free schools 
by permitting municipalities to 
abolish fees and to institute a levy 
on property instead. There were 
eight school sections in the Town
ship ·Of Eitdbi<lOke, but only seven 
h:ad estabJished schools, and only 
one of these was free. There were 
333 pupoils enrolled. 

The earliest records o.f .township 
meetings for the Township· of Etto
bicoke is for this year. The town
ship was divided into five wards, 
Moses Ap·ply, Thomas F'isher, Wil
liam Ga.mble, William B. Wads
wo·rth and J·ohn Geddes were elect
ed councillors; Gamble was chosen 
reeve tand Wadsworth, deputy
reeve. E'dward Musson was town
shipderk. 

The first meeting of the newly 
organized County Council took 
place in the C'ourt house in the City 
of Toronto on Monday, January 
2'Sth. F'ranklin Jackes, represent
ing the Township of York was 
elected Warden. 

A Committee of the County 
Oouncil approached the Govern
ment of the United Oanadas with a 
view to fPIUrchasing the macadamiz
ed roads, Yonge, Dundas and Dan
forth from the Government. The 
County was p·repared to :pay £60,-

000. The Government set the value 
at £115,000, but would consider 
£ 7'5,000. On Febru:ary 6, 1851 the 
C'ounty made an offer of £75 000 
for these roads. ' 

On_ October 21st and 22nd J en
ny Lmd sang in the St. La~rence 
Ha.!l. The C'ity of Tbro·nto ex
pended £ 9.2, 9s to entertain her. 

18•51 is a year of .importance be
~ause the first Canadian stamp was 
ISSUed. 

~e next year, 1852, P. T. Barn
um s Gr~nd .~I ossa.! Museum and 
Menager~e. VJs1ted the County and 
was exh1b1ted at Toronto on Ju'ly 
1. 

The City of Toronto invested 
£50,00~ in the stock of the North
ern Railway, :and on Octoher 7.th 
the first engine, the Lady Ellgi~ 
reached the City. 

'0 
This same year Toronto expeno

ed £2,704, 18s., 6d. on its elemen
tary grades but this year also saw 
the founding oi St. Michael's Col
lege by the Comte de Clharbonnel 
2nd Rom:an Catholic Bishop of To
ronto. 

The Municipal Loan Fund Act 
was fP•assed enabling municipalities 
to obtain money for local improve
ments. This Act was a sign of de
finite progress towards MuniciiP1al 
authority. 

The Ekluc·ation Office was moved 
to the Normal School Building, 
comnleted on No•vember 2'4th at 
Gouid and Clhureh S.ts. at a cost of 
£ 17,200. Student-teachers. were 
also transferred from Temperance 
Hall to the new rbuilding. 

The Northern Railway was open
ed in 1853, connecting Toronto with 
Bradfo·rd. The f!are was 2)14 cents 
per mile. The first locomotive built 
in Canada, the Toronto was com
pleted. On f>{ay 16th it made its · 
first run down Toronto to Aurora. 

Munidpa.lities and counties were 
permitted to r.aise taxes for Gram
mar Slc:hools, and Grammar Schools 
could now unite with Oommon 
Schools. At the. same time a Super
annuation Act for teachers was 
passed to be effective on January 
1s.t, 1854. 

A fi.erce storm drove the waters 
of Lake Ontario through the pen
insula to form Toronto Island. lla
ter, the break was dredged to form 
the Elastern Gap. 

A s.pe~ial committee of the Coun
cil of the United Oounti.es of Y.ork 
and Peel refPorted that the Council 
had no authority to vote a sum of 
money to the Patriotic Fund for 
the relief of widows and orph:ans 
of the soldiers of the Britis·h Army 
fighting in the Crimean War. The 
Committee suggested, however that 
a suhscripttion be taken up in each 
municipality for this purpose. The 
Parliament o.f the United Canadas 
had voted £20,000 to the cause. 
£1,469 8s '9d was subscribed and 
remitted. 

In 1855, the Mlother Country 
searching for men .to carry on the 
O'rimean War, suddenly remember
ed some 3,500 regular troops in 
the Provinces. That threatening 
situation brought about the Militia 
Act which gazetted some of the 
existing volunt:Jary groups into de
pendent militia companies. Thus, 
in September, 1866, the 12th York 
BattaUon of Infantry, came into 
being by bringing together a num
ber of those independent flank and 
rifle companies of York County. 

Article 1:6 will deal with New 
Building and Travelling Accom.mo
dations established in the middle 
1800's. 

New Buildings and Travelling 
Accommodations Established 

By 1866 the population of Tor-
onto had increased to 41,7•60. There 
were 6,205 houses standing and 84 
were vacant. House hunters in 
those days had a choice! 
. The fo1lowing ye:ar, 1857, the de

ctmal currency, dolla•rs and cents 
t_ook the place of the pounds, shil
hngs, and pence. 

BY: 1868 the number of houses 
had mcreased to 7,500 and only 850 
of these were taking water from 
the Toronto Gas, Light and Water 
Company. 

T'he P!alace of Industry first per
manent exhib_ition buildi~g at Tor
o!lto, was bmlt. The united coun
ties of York and Peel gave £ 1,()()() 
as a grant towards the building of 
the Crystal Palace which was com
pleted on September 5th, 

The first Ann·ua1 Exhibition ~at 
Toronto was held on the 24th and 
25th of August, 185'9, at the Cry
stal Palace on King Street at the 
rear of the Provincial Asylum for 
t~e ~sane. This is the actual be
gmmng ·of the Canadian National 
Elxhib~tion. 

Queen's Park was taken over 
f.rom ~he University of Toronto .by 
the C1ty of Toronto on a lease of 
900 years at a yearly rental of 5 
shiltlings. 

His Ro·yal Hii'hness, the Prince 
~f Wales, visited Canada arriving 
m Tor~nto on September 7th, 1860. 
Queen s Park was officially open
ed hy His Highness, who laid the 
foundation stone of the Parliament 
Buildini"s to the south of which 
th:e m~orial to his mother Queen 
V1ctona, now stands. The statue 
of the queen whic'h was to grace 
the marble base w~ returned to 
the •sculptor as being unsatisfac
tory. Later, one was accepted and 
erected where it now stands to the 
south of the Parliament Buildings. 

At this time the total railway 
mileage in Canada. wrui over two 
thousand miles. 

By order of the C'ity Oouncil 
street gas lights were extinguished 
during those nights in the month 
when the streets could be ilium-

inated iby the light of the silvery 
moon! 

On SB!p.tember lOth of this year, 
1861, a horse-drawn srteet car sys
tem, first in Canada, was intro
duced by Alexander IDaston of 
Yorkville, the line operated on 
Y onge, King and Queen Streets. 
Six miles o.f track were· laid that 
year. About 2,000 pa•ssengers used 
the sel-vice daily. The fare was 5c 

William Lyon Mackenzie, the 
leader of the Rebellion of 1837 in 
Upper Oanada died. 

Wi1Iiam Tyrell of Weston was 
chosen Warden of the County of 
York in 1864. He advocated the 
purchase f;rom the Government of 
the United Provinces of Yonge and 
Dundas Streets and Kingston and 
Danforth Roads and the Weston, 
Albion and Vaughan Roads. 



On April 15th, 1865, the oun y 
of York completed the purchase of 
Yonge a nd Dundas Streets and 
Kings ton and Danforth Roads 
from the Government of the United 
Provinces for the sum of $72,500. 
This was the beginning of the York 
County Road System. 

T!rini.ty College School was esta
blished .in Weston in the old par
sonage by the Rev. William Arthur 
Johnson of St. Plhillip's Anglican 
Church, the fir.st th.r.ee students 
were his own sons. William Osler, 
later knighted by the King for his 
outstanding contribution to medi
cal science, was No. 27. 

On May 3olst, the Queen's Own 
Regiment of Volunteer s was called 
on active service for defence 
against the invasion o.f F 'enians 
from the U.S.A. and repulsed them 
in a battle at Ridgeway. 

T!he Reciprocity Treaty between 
Ca nada and t he Uni ted States was 
cancelled. 

Among t hose of the Militia to 
be called out in 1866 aga.inst ·the 
Fenian Raiders, were The Aurora 
Infantry Company, The Scarboro 
Rifles 1and la ter The King Infantry 
ComiPany and the Lloydtown Com
pany. These is·olated companie.s 
were later incol"porated into the 
12th York Bat talion of Infantr y. 

The a ttack took place on the 1st 
of June, at Fort 'Eirie land Ridge
way and our t roops distinguished 
themselves once a gain. T!he towns
people of .AJu.rora , on the return 
o·f The Aurora Comp·any from 
these raids, pr esented to them a 
·B'ugle, inscribed as• f ollows : 'Pre
s ented to the Aurora Volunteers by 
the people o.f Aurora and SU'!iround
ing country a s a small expression 
of the universal sat isfaction with 
which they have -regarded their 
meritorious conduct during the re
cent t rying cri sis in the history of 
Canada'. 

A flag was presented at the 
same time. Both of these are in 
1possession of The Queen's York 
Rangers in .their Armoury a t Tor-

onto. 
At Weston , on Oclo·ber 5th, 1869 

the fi rs t sod of the ToTonto Grey 
and & uce Railway was c'ut b.y 
Prince Arthur of Conn a ugh t, after
ward the Duke of Connau.ght and 
Governor--General of Canada dur-
ing W 011ld Wlar 1. ' 

Article 17 will deal with the 
period 181lto 1884. 

Article 17 

16lo5-1949 
Period 1871-1884 

- ,Elementary schools were made 
free by the School Law Improve
ment Ac't, 1871, for all pupils from 
5 to 21 years of age. Compulsory 
attendance at ~ementary Schools 
for 4 months of the year, later 100 
days ·for children from 7 to 12 
years of age, ~ required. Com
pulsory local taxation for educa
tion was also enforced. 

The Corporation of the City of 
Toronto hegan negotiations with 
the Furniss El$tate the following 
year, to buy the Works and fran
chise of the Metropolitan Gas and 
Water Company. This was the be
ginning of city ownership. The 
SUPIJl'lY of water, particularly for 
the use of the F.ire Department, 
was inadequate and the city was 
forced into .public ownershirp of 
civic 13ervices by the inefficiency 
of the private companies. An elec
tric fir.e-alarm system ·was com
pleted for the City ·of Toronto 
about this time. A year after this 
the City of Toronto took over the 
responsibility for suppJ.ying water 
to its citizens. 

Mr. John G. Howard presented 
High Park containin11: 165 acres of 
land and Colrborne Lodge to the 
city in return for a pension of 
$1,200 !I)er year. 

The Municipality Act of 1873 
authorized all municipal council~ to 
be elected by the peo.ple on the first 
Monday in January. This affected 
T·oronto as the Mayor han been 
chosen by v.ote of the aldermen and 
commissioners from among the 
Board of Aldermen. 

The Toronto Volunteer fire-fight
ing companies were dis·banded and 
replaced by 36 permanent firemen 
in 1874. Previous to t-his only the 
Fire Chief and his officers were 
permanent employees. The volun
teer firemen had been plaid $125 
a year. . 

The Legislative Assembly of On
tario gave the County Council au
thority to take over township roads 
and all ·bridges over 100 feet in 
width within incorporated villages. 

At the laying of the corner-stone 
by the Governor-General, the Earl 
of Dutferln,, o·f the Ohristian 

Ohurch at Newmarket, 1874, Alex
ander Muir led the sch<!Ol children 
in the singing of The MaiP'le U!af. 
This was the first time his com
position was sung at an official 
function. 

The Schoo·! Act of 1876 abolished 
the position of Chief Superinten
dent of Education. February 19, 
1876, Hon. Ad!am Crooks became 
the first Minister _ of E<iucation. 

County Model Schools were es • 
blished in 18'17. The Model School 
for the Colllllty of Yor k was situ
ated at Gerrad and Churoh .Streets. 
These schools provided classes for 
teachers-in-training to observe and 
practice teaching. 

In ·hi.s year t~ number of pupils 
enrolled 'at the Weston High School 
was 56, Markham had 84 enrolled, 
Richmond Hill had 59 and New
market 78. 

The Slc·hool of Practical Science, 
·University of Toi'onto was esta
:blished in the year 1878. 

On February 1st, 1878, the Tor
onto, High Park '3lld Mimico Tram
way was permitted by the Council 
of the County of York to extend 
its tramway to the Peacock Hotel 
on Dundas Street. 

The intersection of King and 
Simcoe S.treets was in the year 
1879 famous for its extremes. It 
was a current humour to point out 
that the four corners were given 
over t<J.-Legisllation, »lucation, 
S.alvation and Damnation because 
Government House, Upper Canada 
College, St . Andrew's Church and 
a saloon were situated there. 

The use of pdvate w'ater wells 
within the limits of the City -of 
Toronto wa's discontinued in the 
year 1881, and the Public Li'brary 
was organized. 

An .AJct of the Ontario Legisla
tive Assembly was· passed to re
lieve the regular councils of sulper
vision and manlagement of water
works and to delegate this author
ify to a Bo·ard ·of Commissioners 
elected by the voters. 

The first Salvation Army Citadel 
was opened · on Richmond Street, 
tn Toronto, 1883. A year after it 

• s·tarted work in th'at city. 
A Blolard of Parks Management 

was aubhorized, if e·lectors assent
ed, in this year. Also, any to•wn or 
city could, again with the elec
tors' assent, pass by-l'aws estab
lishing a park, a system of rpa.rks, 
boulevards or drives or any of 
them. The Board consisted of the 
Mayor and six other residents, not 
members of the council. Later, the 
work of this Board became the 

• duty of the Council. The Act of 
1882 was extended to include light 
and heat under a Public Utilities 
Commission. This Commisaiop wa. . 
separate from th~ Water Commis
sion. 

Gas illumination of streets bega;
to be replaced by electric are lamps 
erected by the Toronto Electric 

Lig.ht Company in 1884. The Jlast 
of these arc lights gave way to 
the incandescent light in 1911. 

The County of York and the City 
of Toronto agreed to build a new 
OGurt House as the one in use was 
inadequate ·and old. The City final
ly decided to enl~rge the _plans to 
house its City Hall. The s1te chos
en was. at Bay and Queen Streets. 

Article 18 will deal with the 
close of'"llfO'O: 



1615-1949 

The New Century 
T'he beg-inning of the new cen

tury was a milestone for not only 
Canada, but for all British Oolon
ies.. It saw the ap·proach of the 
termination of the South African 
War, an~ to· offer oongratulations 
to Queen Victo•ria .at this time, the 
County Council extended an ad
dress to Her Majesty on June 1, 
1'900, in which they prayed she 
would long- continue her reign and 
soon see the British flag floating 
over those colonies enga•ged in war 
at that time. 

The aurt:omotive indus.try was 
s.tarted this year, with the est:llb
lishment of the Canada Motors 
Limited 1by Alex M. Thompson . 

Tihe following- year, a message 
of ·condoleruce >and sorrow was 
drafted to Edward VIJ1 on the 
death o·f his mother, Queen Vic
toria. The counc~l adjourned its 
meeting on January 2:3rd as· a tok
en of resiJ€1Ct. On January 31st, 
the County building doors were 
draped in black. In addition the 
Council !Petitioned the Fedeool 
G<Yvernment to constitute the 24th 
of May "as a perpetual holiday to 
be known as Vicloria D:ay in mem
ory ill Elng-landi's ·g-reatest and 
nolblest s10verign". 

As' a result of a resolution p>assed 
by the Oounty Council in J>anuary 
1903, a Slpecial Committee on Slup
ply of Farm Lai:>oure:ns interviewed 
Premier RoSSI of the Pr<Wince· of 
Ontario to urg-e him to relieve the 
si.tua.tion caused by the want of 
farm lalbourers in the Province of 
Ontario. The Premier dictated a 
NIJble to the Governments Agent ·at 
Liverpool to advertise in all the 
rural papers throug-hout the United 
Kingdom for 10,000 farm lai!Your
ers. 

Otn Novemiber 23rd, 1904 the 
County council petitioned the Lieu
tenant-Governor and the Eocecutiv·e 
Council of the Pr.ovince of Ontario 
to erect at least one model samitar
ium for the treatment of pel'ISOn.s 
suffering- from consumption. lit al
so SIUg-gested that the Provincial 
Government seek aid from Domin-

12. 

ion Government in the fight 
agjainst this disease. 

'I'he County Council petitioned 
the Provincial Government to take 
the necessary step•s to begin a .pro
Jrmm of reforestation on the poor
er lands of this county, paying par
ti ular attention to the T'ownshi,ps 
of King, Whitchurch >and Eiast 
Gvrillirnbury. 

'I'hoe same year, 1905, a resolu
tion was !Passed to oft'er $26 for 
eaeh conviotion of owners of auto
moloiles for infractions o.f the Act 
governing- the use of such machines 
on public hig-hways'. 

The first roncrete truss bridg-e in 
Canada was constructed >at Brown
hiH •between the Counties of On
taiio andr Y ark. It was a 90-foot 
span 1&-,foot roadway, with abut
ments of cement on piles, steel 
SU)!l'erstrUJcture, and cement floor. 
T'he cost including- building of ap
proaches and railways, and Inspec
tor's, salary, expens-es and fees to 
Engineer, etc., ·amounted to 
$6,43.7.45. 

~'he follow:ilng year, 1910, the 
Oo:unty Cormdil ag-ain p·assed a re
solution to peti.tion the Provincial 
Legislative As~emtbly· to aid in re
forestation. It was ohvious from 
this resolution th~t the County 
Oounci1 has ll()'lllg- been aware o.f the 
need' of reforestation to avoid the 
very oornditions wh1ch exist in the 
County today. 

At this ·early stage in the pro
i'ress of the automobile, the Coun
ty Cbunrcil seemed' to consider this 
mode of transp<>r.tation as an evil_ 
that was oausing more• inconveni
enee to the inhaJbitants of the 
'Cop111ty than was offset hy a·ny 
g-ood that could oo tClaimed for it. 
It :i.a. 'interesting- to note this reso
lution, passed by the County COun
·cil on Deoomoor 1st, 1910: This 
CounoH learns with iPleasure of the 
recent deputation of the Ontario 
Mo·tor Leag-ue raskinrg- for the Gov
ernment to consider the question 
of ta.xin.g- the automobiles for the 
maintenance o.f good roads, and de
sire to cong-ratulate to Ontario 
Mo,tor League upon its: pUJhlic 
sp•irit. 

The Thrornto· Harl>o<ur Commis
si•on was created! in 19•11, introduc
ing' a period of harrbow· develop
me:nt which brought' aJbout remark
able changes in the fadlities and 
ap~H~arance of the Toronto lake 
front. 

1914 saw the outbveak of World 
War 1, and >at this time the County 
Cotmcil made grants of $1,000 each 
to the 12th York Rang-ers• Reg'i
memt to assJst in training men for 
active service a.t the front and to 
the 'Goverruor Generals Hody Guard 
to helip defray the expenses o.f its 
camp at Aurora. 

I:n August of this year, at the 

outbreak of the last Great War, 
,the Y O"rk Rangers suppLied 300 of
fioersr and men for the 4th Batta-
1·i?·~, 1st Divi·s-io·n Ca.nadian Elx.pen
d1bonary Force. It is interesting 
to note that these were the :first 
troops in this war to leave Toronto 
and! were among- the first troops to 
11each Va.lcadier, P.Q., where the 
firs.t Division was mO'bi.JiZ'ed. 

Their initial baptism of fire took 
place at the Second Hattie Off Ypres 
when the Germ.ans ]taunohed their 
first g-as attack. 

The 'I'Wentieth had i:>een organ
ized in No'Vemoor o.f 1914, and 
aj1ter training- at the ElxMbition 
Grounds in Toronto, proceeded to 
Eng-land :iJn May, 1915. The com
plete story of The Twentieth is 
avail!aiMe for aU those who· would 
read it. It is full of daring and 
heroism, ting-edr iby a little sadness, 
boy those srplendid fellows w:ho g-ave 
their hest fQr the safety and g-lory 
Jof their King and Country, and 
the everlasting honour of their Re
giment. 

Article 20 will deal with the W>ar 
1914 to m. 



1615-1949 

The New Century 
T11e beginning of the new cen

tury was a milestone fo·r not only 
Canada, hut for all British Colon
ies.. It saw the ap·proach of the 
termination of the South African 
War, an~ to· offer oongratulations 
to Quee·n Victoria at this time, the 
County Council extended an ad
dress to Her Majesty on June 1, 
1'900, in which they prra.yed she 
would long continue her reign and 
soon see the British flag floating 
over those colonies enga,ged in war 
at that time. 

The aUJtomotive industry was 
s,tarted this y·ear, with the esta,b
lishment of the Canada Motors 
Limited 1by Alex M. Thompson . 

Tihe following year, a message 
of ·condoleruce rand sorro·w was 
drafted to Edward vtJ1 on the 
death of his mother, Queen Vic
toria. The council adjourned its 
meeting on J anuary 2:3rd as· a tok
en of respect. On January 31st, 
the County building doors were 
draped in !black. In addition the 
Council !Petitioned the F'edeool 
Government to constitute the 2'4th 
o;f May "as a perp€tual holiday to 
be known as Victoria D:ay in mem
ory .of Elnglandfs ·greatest and 
nolblest SQverign". 

As a result of a resolution passed 
by the Oounty Oouncil in January 
1903, a Slpeeial Oommittee on Slup
ply of F'arm Lai:Jourens interviewed 
Premier RoSSt of the J>r,ovince· of 
Ontario to. urge him to relieve the 
Sti.tua.tion. caused by the want of 
farm lalbourers in the Province o£ 
Ontario. The Premier dictated a 
C·aible to the Governments Agent at 
Liverpootl to advertise in all the 
rural papers throughout the United 
Kingdom for 10,000 farm laibour
ers. 

Oln Novemiber 23rd, 1904 the 
County council petitioned the Lieu
tenant-Governor and the Eocecutiv·e 
Oouncil of the Province of Ontario 
to erect at least one model Sall'lita.r
ium for the· treatment of per:sons 
suffering from consumption. Lt al
so suggested that the Provincial 
Government seek aid from Domin-

12. 

ion Government in the fight 
ailainst this disease. 

'I'he Oounty Council petitioned 
the Provincial Government to take 
the necessary steip'!'l to begin a .pro
iTiam of reforestation on the poor
er lands of this county, paying par
ti ular attention to the T'o.wnships 
of King, Whitchurch and Eiast 
Gvrillimbury. 

'I'he same year, 1905, a resolu
tio,n was IP·assed to oft'er $26 for 
eaeh conviction of owners of auto
mcioiles for infractions of the Ac:t 
governing the use of such machines 
on puiblic highways'. 

~rhe first wncrete truss bridge in 
Canada was constructed at Brown
hilt tbetween the Counties of' On
tario andr York. It was a 90-foot 
span 16-tfoot roadway, with abut
me nts of cement on piles, steel 
superstructure, and cement floor. 
T~e coSit including building of ap
prc>aches and railways, and Inspec
tor's, salary, expenses and fees to 
Engineer, etc., ·amounted to 
$6,43-7.45. 

'rhe followirng yea.r, 1910, the 
Oounty C<>=dil again p·aos.sed a re
solution to petition the Provincial 
Le-gislative As·~emibl.y to aid in re
forestation. It was ohvious from 
this resolution that the County 
Council has l<>'lllg been aware of the 
need of reforestation to avoid the 
ver-y 00111ditions which exist in the 
County today. 

At this 'early stage in the pro
a-reSIS of the automQ:bile, the Coun
ty OouniCiil seemed: to consider this 
mode of transp<mta.tion as an evil_ 
that was causing more' inconveni
en~~ to the inhaJbitants of the 
'Co,illll1ty than was offset .by any 
good that could oo daimed for it. 
It :i.a. 'interesting to note this reso
lution, passed by the County COun
cil on Deoomber 1st, 1910: This 
C:ounc.U learns wi.th ~leasure of the 
recent de.puta.tion of the Ontario 
Mo-tor League asking for the Gov
ernment to consider the question 
of ta.xing the automo.b.iles for the 
maintenance o.f good ro·ads, and de
sire to congratulate to Ontario 
Mo,tor League upon its public 
spi'l'it. 

T'he 'I'oronto· Har.botur Commis
sio1 was creaoodt in 19'11, introduc
ing· a period of harbour develop
ment which brought; aJbout remark
able changes in the facilities and 
appearance of the Toronto lake 
front. 

1914 saw the outlbreak .of World 
War 1, .and at this time the County 
Council made grants of $1,000 each 
to the 12th York Rangers' Reg'i
m~nt to aSStist in training men for 
active service a.t the front and to 
the GoverillOr Genera.Ls Body Guard 
to helip defray the expenses of its 
camp at Aurora. 

I:n August o·f this year, at the 

outlb1'eak of the last Great War 
the Y<Yrk Rangers suppLied 300 of: 
'fitoers and men for the 4th Batta-
1·i~~· 1st Dhi·s·io·n Canadian E!x.pen
d'ltion.ary Force. It is interesting 
to note' th!at these wecl'e !:he first 
troops· in this war to leave Toronto 
andt were among the first troops to 
l'ea•ch V:alca-rtier, P.Q., where the 
first Division was mobi.Jized. 

Their initial baptism of fire took 
place at the Second Battle of Ypres 
when the Germ.ans. l'aunohed their 
first gas attack. 

The '!Wentiefu had :been organ
ized in No'V'emoor of 1914, and 
after training at the Elxhlbition 
Grounds in Toronto, proceeded to 
England in May, 1915. The com
plete story of· 'file Twentieth is 
ava.il!albtle for .aiL those who· would 
read it. It is fu:ll of daring and 
heroism, tinged lby a little sadness 
by thO's·e ~srp.Jendid fellows w:ho gav~ 
their best for the safety and glory 
0<f their King and Country, and 
the everlasting honour of their Re
giment. 

Article 20 will deal with the War 
1914 to 



The W,ar 1914-1918 

As in the past, the York Rangers 
~ained fame in World War l. 
In 1!H5 they supplied one company 
for the 35th BattaHon and also .one 
for the 83rd Battalion. In Novem
ber -of this year the York Rangers 
raised a complete Battalion, the 
1217th. The recruiting covered York 
County completely. This Battalion 
proceeded to France, where due to 
the Sipecial Eingineering and Tech
nical qualifications of its person
nel, jt was placed on .special duty 
with front-line raHways and be
came the 2nd Battalion, Oanadian 
Railway Troops. This Battalion 
distinguished itself on num erous 
occasi.ons and many honours were 
awarded to its personneL 

The Yo·rk Rangers also raised 
a complete Battalion the 220th 
which proceeded overseas, but due 
to heavy casualties in the Can~
dian Corps, it was broken up m 
Etngland 1and the personne~ u~d 
as reinforcements for umts m 
France 

Up to December 2nd, $2,525 had 
been paid to needy dependents by 
the Special Committee on Rehef 
of York County Soldiers. The Com 
mittee d-iscovered that the fund 
could be used to great advantage 
by paying monthly grants· to· de
pendents while their pension from 
t he Dominion Government was 
pending. 

During th e winter of 19,1'7-18, the 
12th York B'attalion of Infantry 
moved south of Lens in the coal 
di strct of France, and there held 
the line for a time. In March, it 
was moved to the south of An·as 
with other units and there aided 
the halting and throwing back of 
the Germans in their last 1and 
greatest offensive. At. the begin
ning of August, 1918, 1t took part 
in the great Second Ba.ttle of The 
Somme, and at the end of the 
month was again in a ma.jor en
gagement, the Second Battle _of 
Arras and broke through the Hm
denbu~g Line at Vise-en-Artois, 
the defensive system the enemy 
thought impregnable, pushed on 

l3' 
and thro·ugh the northern envir
ons of Cambrai. 

On November 11th, 1918, The 
Twentieth received the message 
that hostilities had ceased They 
were ·occupying the Village of St. 
Symphorien on that glorious morn
ing. 

The mrarch to the Rhine was 
through a rolling and O·pen coun
tryside to· Namur on the Meuse, 
across the river and through for
ests to Hovigny near the Luxem
burg border. At 10.30 hours, De
cember 6th; with the bands play
ing the Regimental March, the 
Battalion p'assed into Germany. 
On D•ecember 13th it crossed the 
Rhine. It nw·ved b1ack to Sieg1burg 
on the 15th where it remained un
til January 19th, 1919. On the 
24th o·f May it reached To·ronto, 
and the following day, the Battal
i.on was demobilized at the Eixhibi
tion Grounds. 

The COunty Council was pre
sented with an Honour F 'lag· ·by 
the offici'als of the Y.ictory Loan 
organization in recognition of the 
outstanding work which the mem
bers of the County Co·uncil had 
performed during the war. 

On November 26th, the Coun
cil ·passed a 1·esol·ution to erect a 
fitting memor!ial to commemorate 
the memory of those who had fal
len in defence of the Elmpire. 

Immediately foLlowing the war, 
it wa.s found that due to· so many 
of th e members and form er mem
bers of the Regiment desiring to 
carry on training with the York 
Rangers, two Battalions were ne
cessary. 

The first Battalion therefore 
carried on in the County of York, 
with He·adquarters at Aurora, 
while the Second B'attaHon carried 
on in the City of Toronto with 
Headquarters at St. Paul's Hall , 
formerly the Old Town H~ll ?f 
Yorkvil!.e, destroyed by f1re 111 

1941. 
The County Council did not feel 

that its patriotic war work was 
completed although it had granted 
large sums o·f money to further the 
war effort and sp-ent much time 
in considering methods of ass·ist
ing the common cause and execut
ing these p·lans. On F'ebruary . 8th, 
1919, it appointed a Comm1ttee 
to work with a Committee of the 
127th Battalion for the purpose 
of finding employment for return
ed County men who ha<l been an
gaged in military service. 

In 1919 the rep<nt of a P'ublic 
Schoo·l !~spector disclosed t~at 
physical defects to an ala1,n!ng 
extent had been disclosed durmg 
war years when youn&" m~n were 
required to pass exammatJ.o·ns be-

fore joining the army. It was sug
gested th'at more stress should b•~ 
put on physical education in the 
::;chools by extending the system of 
Physical Training to include sup
ervised games and the rudiment~ 
at least of military drill. 

The Special Committee on Sol
diers ' Memorial reported that it 
had secured an opti·on on four 
'acres of land at $500 per acre at 
Bond Lake. It also had plans pre
pared for a memorial to cost $60,-
000, but the report was not adopt
ed. 

In 19,23, the colours of the 
Queen's York Rangers w e r e 
brought to Toro·nto from Wolford 
Lodge, Devonshire, the home of 
John Graves Simcoe. They now 
hang in the Reference Library, 
University Avenue and College 
Street. 

Lt. Col. Ol'ark of the York Ra.n
gers presented a repo·rt of the .e~
listments of York County men m 
the armed services during Great 
War I. This list is printed as · an 
appendix to· the Minutes of the 
Council for the year 1923. 

T'he County Council sent a copy 
of a Resolution to· the P'rime Min
ister of Canada, the Hon. W. L. M. 
King, ,protesting. strongLy against 
sign of the Umon Jack for ~he 
purpose o·f providing Canada w1th 
a National Flag other than the 
·one which had always been used. 

Article 21 will deal with the 
. y~ars 1926 to 1934. 
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In 1926, the York Market on 
Yong·e St. at the city limits was 
officially opened on June 19th. 
Twenty-eight producers set up stails 
on the opening day. Over a penod 
of five months there W;lS an aver
age of 402 persons. per month dis
playing produce for sale. 

Since 1909, 18 of the first 20 con
crete bridges built in Canada were 
constructed in the County of York. 

In 1927, General Order No. 101 
was promulgated and stated that 
with the gracious approval of Hi~ 
Majesty . King George the Fif~h. 
the Regiment would again assume 
its full title, granted by King 
George Ill in 1779, The Queen's 
Rangers, 1st American Regiment 
and . authorization was given fo~ 
contmuance of the ancient badges 
and devices 'first adopted in 1779. 
To complete the order of dress, the 
?ld woodland green uniform with 
1ts amethyst blue facings and sil
ver trin:mings as the full dress of ] 
the Regiment was authorized. 

In the following year, 1928, the 
York Rangers became allied with 
th~ Green Howards, -Alexandra, 
Prmcess of Wales' Own Yorkshire 
Reg~ent, one of the most famous 
umts m the British Army and form
ed in the year 1688. 

This same year, the Queen's 
Rangers became allied with the 
Queen's Royal West Surrey R egi-

ment. This is the second oldest 
Regiment in the British Army 1 and 
was founded in t.he year 1661. 

At a later date an ailiance was 
formed with the 2-35th Australians 
The City of Newcastle Regiment. ' 

A fUl'ther honour came to the 
Regiment in 1928, when an order 
was promulgated that by the kind
ness o~ the Colonel of the Queen ·s 
Royals and the gracious approval of 
His Majesty, the Regiment was 
permitted to adopt as its .own, the 
first motto of its allied Regiment, 
The Queen's Royals "Pristinae 
Virtutis M:emor," gra:x{ted to that 
Regiment for its gallantry at Ton
gres in the year 1703. 

The costs of education through
out the County had risen appreci~ 
wbly in the past ten years. Muni
cipalities were beginning to realize 
that equal educational opportunities 
for students in the -rural districts 
as compared with opportunities af
forded stl!dents in the ur,pan centres 
were taxmg the wbility of the for
mer to provide. As a result Council 
passed a Resolution to coruider the 
advi~ab~lity of approaching the 
Pl·ovmclal Government of Ontario 
with the need of the Government 
ass~ung the responsibility of edu
catwn throughout the Province and 
thus avoid the numerous difficulties 
confrontmg the various munici-
m!_li ties. · 

14: 
The Metropolitan Street Railway 

Co. ~egan to feel the comp!;tition 
from . motor busses running along ' 
the same route northward on Yonge 
Street. There was some talk of it 
having to cease operating. As this ' 
line was vital to the needs of thou
sands of people in the County, the r 

1 
County Council passed a Resolu
tion strongly Ul'ging the Board of 
Control of th~ Cj_ty of Toronto to 
assure the contmuance of this means 
of transportation and another Reso
lution requesting the Provincial 
Government to cancel the license 
of the Toronto Transportation 
Commission to prevent the Com
mission from competing by means 
of motor bussc,.. with the service 
offered by the Metropolitan Street 
Railway Co. 

The severity of the · depression I 
and the increased chal'ges for as
sistance to its residents were press
ing too hard upon the municipalities l 
and in some instances were causing 
some communities to face bank
ruptcy. In an effort to relieve the 
financial distress being felt by some 
political cor-porations, County Coun
ciy passed a resolution in which it 
resolved that the Government of 
Canada •be requested that in any 
plans for the relief of the unemploy
ed no part of the cost of such re
lief be passed back to the Muni
ci.palities; and th!t( the Government 
~e urged to make a thorough in
vestigation into economic conditions 
in the Country with a view of 
dissolving combines and interlock
ing directorates so that the present
day methods of organized capital in 
closing down competing industries 
be checked. 

In this year, 1931, County Council 
passed a resolution expressing dis
approval at the alarming increase 
i~ the cost of secondary school 
education. The Committee on Ed
ucation reported at the December 
Session that costs could be decreas
ed by cutting teachers' salaries- 1 

25 per cent on salaries over $3,000 
and -, per cent under $3,000; by 
refraining from any further build
ing for the next few years, and by 
adopting a "double-shift" schedule 
in schools which were over-crowd
ed. These recommendations were 
adopted. 

For the past three years, the 
County Council had decreased the 
costs ·of municipal services and ad
ministration in an effort to relieve 
the taxpayers during the economic 
depression. In addition, the mem
bers of the County Council tried 
to have the burden of relief costs 
placed on the Dominion and Pro
vincial Governments so that the 
expenditudes for such services 
would be divided equally over the 
whole population of the country. 
On numerous occasions they pe
titioned t.1e legislative bodies to 
this effect. ... 

In 1933 the County Council pe
titioned the Provincial Department 
of Education to abolish examina
tion fees for High School Entrance 
and Matriculation Examinations. 

The year 1934 was the Centennial 
Celebr?otion of the City of Toronto 
and the County Council approved 
a grant of money to provide a suit
able contribution towards the To
ronto Centennial Celebration. 

Article 22 will deal with The 
Problems of Depression Years. 
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be Prbblems of Depression Year:s 
The depression continued into 

1934, and the County Oouncil peti
tioned the Provineial Government 
iil this year to abolish tbe dole 
system of relief and to substttute 
one of public w.;,rks at standard 
wages and unemployment insurance. 

This \\as the year of the Centen
nf'al Celebration and the county of 
Yor't took part in the Pageant to 
celebrate the hundredth anniversary 
of the incorporation of the Ci~y 
of • .·orvnto. The county's display 
con.sisted of a group of fifteen 
yoWJ.g men and fifteen youn4 
woo1en 11atives of the County of 
Yotl~. in costume representative of 
the period of 1812, and a rok.e of 
o~en wh L1 a hay wagon, represen t
ing a pioneer of York County . In 
addition, the County had a histon
cal display of implements and 
utensils associated with the early 
days of agriculture in York County 
on view in the Coliseum. 

At this time, County Coun·cil had 
e.ppointed a Committee to study the 
problen1 of a. Metropolitan Area to 
oonect apparent inequalities in 
public servi: es and costs to smaller 
municipalities. This Committee met 
with r epresentatives of other areas 
and officials of the Provincial 
Govenunent. 

The Committee on Educ a tion 
made a report to the County coun
cil calling attention to line dls
e.dvantages suffered by the students 
of rural s:hools in which facilities 
provided in schools situated in 
larger municipalities are looking. 
The report also called attention to 
the f act that generally education 
tod-.1y is aimed at entrance to uni
versity whereas only a very small 
percentage of the students do g 
on to t ake higher learning. 

In the following year, 1935, the 
Oounty Council sent a copy of a 
Resolution to the Provincial Min
:l.ster of E<iucation recording Its 
approval of the announcement of 
the Premier of Ontario that all 
examination fees be ended for sec
ondary schools, that school bvoks 
be sL<'fJ plied to relief families and 
be included in relief grants, and 
that examinations shall be over by 
June 28th. 

County Council recorded its ofii
c:.i.al d1sa.pproval of the intention of 
the Depar tment of National De
fence tJ merge the 12th York Ran
gers Regiment with the Queen's 
Rano·ers under tbe name of The 
Que;n •s 1st American Regiment
The York Rangers. Council was of 
the opinion that this move would 
mean the disappearance of the 
County's illustrious regiment- t he 
12th York Rangers. In December, 
the whole canadian Militia was re
organized and many units tl:uough
out Canada were amalgamated. It 
was a sow·ce of great satisfa/Ction 
when orders were received amalga
mating the Old York Rangers and 
the Queen's Raugers under tbe new 
title The Queen's York Rangers. 

In 1938, a gavel for the warden 
of the Count y was made from a 
pine t ree planted in 1924 in the 
;V'ivian F orest. 



The records of the session of the 
Ommty Council contain many evi
dences of the fact that the mem
bers of this Council realize the im
portance of their positions and the 
influence which this Coimty has 
in national as well a.s provincial and 
local affairs. Time after time the 
members hav.e looked beyond coun
ty matters and have ex;pressed their 
unequivocal opinions on subjects 
dominion-wide in scope. The many 
anniversaries connected with the 
:reign of Queen Victoria, her death, 
the accession of a new King, the 
departure of a Governor-Gerferal, 
prohibition, Bolshevism, South Afri
ca, the Boer War, tile Crimean 
War all brought worth expressions 
Of the firm judgments and beliefs 
Of the members of Council. During 
the November session, the mem
bers continued to act in this fashion 
which, by now, had become a char- , 
acteristic of this county's govern
ing body, and passed a. motion that 
"ltlis County Council now as
sembled, send a letter to the Prime 
Minister, the Hon. Mackenzie King, 
protesting the present persecution 
of the Jews and Catholics in Ger
many, and suggest he ta.ke some im
mediate steps towards Germany 1or 1 
their inhuman actions." 

The council also expressed 
through the Clerk their happiness 
at the anticipated visit of their Ma
jesties, King George VI and Queen 1 
Elizabeth. ' 

The seriousness of the unemploy
ment situation continuing into 1939 
caused the members of the Coun
cil considerable concern. They 
passed several motions, dealing par
ticularly with the lack of work for 
the youth of the country and sug
ges ting the establishment of Youth 
Training centres to provide food, 
clotiling, recreation, and vocational 
training, thus endorsing the plan 
set forth by the canadian Corps. 
Association. In addition, the Coun
t, -council requested the ' Provincial 1 

Government to pass legislation 
whereby the fullest· advantage I 
could be, obtained by a work for 
wages policy to alleviate unemploy
ment throughout Ontario, and assist 
at the same time in restoring to 
many of the citizens their morale 
and measure of independence which 
they had suffered the loss of ' 
through the demoralizing system of 
direct relief, which h ad beeh in 
vvgue in Canada during the pa.st 
ten years. 

Their Majesties King George VI 
of England and -Queen Elizabeth 
visited Toronto and the county of 
York during their tour of Canada 
in May. 1939. 

World War II began on Septem
ber 3rd, 1939, and Canada declared 
war on the lOth of September. 1 939. 

Article 23 will deal · with World 
Wa.r II. 
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Article 23 

The World War II 
At the outbreak of the war the 

Oounty Council forWJarded a reso
lution and memorandum to the Min
ister of National Defence request
ing that the Queen's York Rangers 
Reg.iment be included in the Se
cond Division of the Canadjan 
Army instead of being used to sup
p•ly drafts to other battalions. The 
memomnduim made strong repre
sentation to the Minister of Na
tional Defence on the ·point of the 
outstanding history of the Queen's 
York Rlangers and the outstanding 
contributions Jn men, money and 
equi,pment which the County of 
York made in Great War 1 and 
would! ag>ain make in World War 
II. 

The Cbmmittee also recommend
ed that the Cbunty o.f York offer 
its full co-operation to the Pro
vincial ·and Dominion Governments 
in the placing, care and supervision 
of refugee childxen and that the 
strictest economy be practised in 
comp·iling the .budget for County 
expenrutures so that ~s much 
money as ,possible be set aside to 
assist .in the financial requirements 
of the Dominion's war efforts. 

In l!MO, the Oounty Council 
again took the lead in national af
fairs by 'Petitioning the Fede~l 
Government to .grant free trans
portation on the railways to sol
diers, s_ailors and air force men on 
active serwce. 

I'n 1941, the Toronto Normal 
School was turned over to the De
partment of National Defence to 
accommodate No. 6 Initial Train
ing Sch'Ool. The Normal School 
staff and students were transferred 
to the Elarl Kitchener Puhlic 
Schoo•l on Pape Avenue. 

Ln 1944 a copy of a resolution 
Wias forwarded to the Officer Com
manding. the Irish: Re-giment of 
Canada .moving that the members 
of the Cbuncil of the County of 
York eXJpressed its ,p-ride and ap
p-reciation of the fine work .being 
done by the members of the· Irish 
Regiment of Clanada in the Italian 
campaign particularly in view of 
the fact that a large 1proportion of 
the Irish Regiment personnel was 
from the County of York. 

The same year the Oounty Coun
cil -petitioned the D·ominion Gov
ernment to g-rant special sixty day 
harvest leave to experienced farm 
workers .among the soldiers on duty 
in Canada. In order to harvest a 
l;'eoord crop of hay and .g:~'lain five 

hundred would be required in the 
County of York alone . 

De Haviland Aircraft of O.anada 
Ltd., requested that Dufferin St. 
between Sheppard and Wi!S'On Ave. 
be closed to permit the company to 
extend its runways .. A diversionary 
road, one-half mile east would be 
constructed and maintained by the 
Dominion Government. 

$43,300 was divided by Co unty 
Council in 1945, among the organi
zations carrying on patriotic work. 

By 1946 the H'OUand Marsh at 
Holland Landing had been turned 
into a profitable farming commun
ity. Lt includes about 6500 acres 
reclaimed from the marsh which 
used to lie there. Potatoes, lettuce, 
celery and onions now grow on 
these ch'O~ce Lands. 

Recently the growers, Ghinese, 
Japanese and Europeans, formed 
the Bradford Co-openative Storage 
,plant worth $·215,000. This plant 
en"<J.bled the growers to store their 
produce to await a favourlllhle mar
ket. 

It was agreed when Dufferin St. 
north from Wilson Ave. was ·closed 
that afte·r the war this portion of 
the street would be reopened six 
months after the termination of 
h'Ostilities. However, when that 
time arrived!, the County Council 
was of the opinion that the Airport 
s·hould ·be maintained at its •present 
size, and that the portion of Duf
ferin Street, closed for the 'Purpose 
of .p•roviding for the extension, 
should remain closed in the in
terests o·f public welfare. 

A sec·ret kept for seven years 
W!as finally djvuJged in October, 
1947. I'n 1940 the Canadian Gov
ernment bought 2.7 acres of land on 
Lot 6, Cbn. IV, Township of Mark
ham and constructed an under
ground transmitting station from 
which to carry on experiments in 
radar. In OctOiber, 1947, the War 
Assets Cb·rporation offered the land 
and buildings for sale. 

The Cbach used by Sir Guy 
. Carle•ton, Lord Dorchester, Gov

ernor of Canada from 1786 to 1796 
was presented to the Archives of 
the Dominion of Canada by the 
present Lord Dorchester. 

The follo•wing article 3!ppeared 
in the Toronto EIV•ening Telegram 
in 1947: "U.S~ border guards are 
appar-ently not very fmailiar with 
the distinguished history of the 
Queen's York Rangers (1st Ameri
c·an Regiment). If they were, a 
certain To-ronto citizen might not 
have reached that wedding in De
tro.it. You see, he was trying to 
cross the border at that city and 
when he was asked for identifica
tion, he P'roduced his driver's li
cense, his memberslllp cards for 
the Gramite Club and the Toronto 
Board o.f Trade-. None of these 
satisfied the U.S. official as proof 
of identity. As a last desperate 
ex.p-edient, the .gentLeman dug up 
his associate member's card to the 
officer's mess of the QYR. Th.e im
mJg:~'lation man took the card, 
scowled at it, and then as his eye 
caught the words 1st American 
Regiment his face lit up and he 
sa.id: " Why didn't you show me 
this before? There wouldn't have 
b e..ll_ID'LV trouble." _ -

Pel"haps if he knew that the 
Rangers won their title hy fi.ghting 
long and valiantly against the Am
erican Revolutionary forces back 
in 1776. he might not have been so 
agree ruble". 
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Year's Leading to Present Times 
In 1947, a messa·ge e·xtending the 

felicitations of the ~unci! to Het· 
RioyJal Highness, Princess Eliza
beth and to Hds Royal Highness, 
Lieutenant Mount batten, Duke of 
Edinburgh on the oco.asion of their 
marriage Wall sent. 

For three days in 1948, students 
from the University of Toronto 
took rpart in an· archaeoltOgical dig 
carried out under the direction of 
the Royal Ontario Museum on the 
site of an old I.roquois Indian Vil
lage situated north on Jane St. and 
W)lson Ave. on the outskirts of 
Weston. 

The desperate situation caused 
by lack C1f housing, particularly in _ 
the southern part of the county 
caused the members of County 
Oouncil to pass a. motion ur:ging the 
Federal and Provincial Govern
ments to assume responsibility fo·r 
housing immig11ants to this coun-; 
try. 

The 50th Anniversary of the 
opening of Toronto City Hall pre- ~ 
sented a problem to the municipal 
officials. To mark this anniversary 
it was intended t o add a suit able 
inscription t o the corner -stone 
which had been laid on November 
21, 1891, by Edward Clarke, M.L.A. 
Mayor Toronto. Unfortunately, the 
corner-stone has never been in
scribed and it was undistinguish- ~ 
able from any of the other mas
sive blocks of New Brunswick 
brown stone of which the massive 
edifice was built. 

However, an architect's descrip
tion of the lOCiation of this stone 
was found. It read: a corner-stone 
to ibe laid in the southrweat corner 
of the tower, in the third course of 
cut sto!ne work, about three feet, 
six inches above ground level and 
thirty feet above the foundation. 

The stone has a space three feet 
long, one ·foot high ~and one foot 
wide in which a scroll containing 
the nam~ of the aldennen and 
civic officials were ·placed, a mes
sa~ from William A. Pugsley, 
Elsq., Warden C1f the County of 
York, the names of members of 
Oounty Council and officilals, a city 
direct ory for the year 1891, copies 
of the four morning and two even
ing newspapers ani:l a copy of "To
ronto of Old" iby D'r. Scadding. 

William Lyon Mackenzie, who 
was the first MaYQr of Toronto and 
who led the ill-fated Rebellion of 
1837, ~ presented with a house 
in Toronto by friends, who were 

convinced that he had been a pub
lie benefactor. This house stands 
at 82 Bond St. and was bought in 
1932 lby T. Wilbur Best . . It has 
been turned into a museum to 
house documents, pictures and fur
niture of early days in Toronto. 
This museum will .be •under the con
trol 'Of t:he William Lyon Macken
zie Homestead Foundation, the 
directors of which are Robert H. 
Slaun~ers, T. Wilbur B'est, C. R. 
Sanders•on, H. R. Alley, G. W. St od
dart, Dr. Lorne Pierce, H. L. Sy
mons and Mayo·r Hiram McC~!.IIum . 
In June, 1949, the Dominion Gov
ernment designated it a. National 
Historic Site. 

Evidence of the good that refor
estation can accomplish w.as s·hown 
the members of the County U>un
cil on their tour of the Oounty Re
forestation- area at Vivian Forest 
in Whitchurch Townshi,p. A stream 
on .the property which has disap
peared with t~e disappearance of 
trees was norw so active again that 
it could 'be dammed to supply w:ater 
!or fire-fighting equipment. 

The centennial of the birth of 
htat world-famous physician, Sir 
William Osler, was celebrated at 
Trini.ty Oollege School, Port Hope. 
His connection with the Oounty of 
York Hes in the facts that he was 
born at Bond He!Sd and studied at 
Trinity College School in 1866-7 
w.hen this school was situated at 
Weston in the home of the Rev. 
W. A. Johnson. 

The corner-stone of Hum:ber Me
morilll Hospital at Weston was 
laid. When completed this 52-bed 
hospital will serve· ·a large popula
tion living on the outs·kirts of 
Greater Toronto, who have requir
ed such facilities within their own 
area. 

The Toronto and York Planning 
Board was at work upon a most 
ambitious project known as The 
Green Belt. This is a plan to pur
chlase and develop 4,500 acres. of 
land surr01mding the C'ity of To
ronto and adjacent municipaliti es 
into permanent parks to improve 
the appearance of the approach';s 
to this vast lbuilt-up area. In this 
way entrance to this vast urb!ln 
centre will be made througb PIC
turesque parklands and restful · 
seenecy. 

Thus ends this series o;f histori
cal article,g, based on the chrono
logy of the County of York pre
pared by W. G. Goddard, Weston, 
and edited by Hugh Gri"s of 
Mimioo. 



' . J<j 
(, ~ C7 10 ~ 

tmKHUm£tl1Etv 
Bill Beech, M.P. 
Reports From 
Parliament Hill 

VOL. 14 -No. 34 WEDNESDAY, DEC. 7, 1960 

Tile.most important item on the 
agenda this week has been the 
proposed railway strike, tbe im· 
po~;'t of which was so serious that 
it required government legislation 
to prevent what could easily have 
been catastrophic in its far reach· 
ing effects on our economy. 

FRED TAYLOR ELECTED YORKTWP. REEVE 
The position was that the agree

ment between the unions and the 
railways expired on December 31, 
1959, and there have been con
tinuous efforts by all sides to 
bring about a mutual agreement. 
Whe:m the parties failed to agree 
as a result of their own negotia
tions, which included failure to 
agree on a chairman of the nego
tiat'illg committee, the Depart· 
mer.t of Latour apJointed Hon
ourable Mr. Justice J. V. H. Mil· 
vain to act as Chairman of the 
Conciliation Board. 

Mr. Fred Taylor is York Town
ship's new Reeve having been 
elected on Monday, December 5. 
Results for the reeveship: Fred 
Taylor 14,766; Chris Tonks 6,369; 
C. J. McMaster, 2,735 and Mrs. 
Pauline Shapero, 1,912. 

DEPUTY REEVES - In Ward 
One with newcomers all . run
ning, Albert E'. Stollard won the 
Deputy - Reeveship with 1,642 
votes, Cy Townsend had 1,503, 
Fred Switzer 1,277 and Harvey 
Freeman, 1,100. 

In Ward Two: Dr. Rev. David 
P. Rowland is the new deputy
reeve with 4,078 votes; Will 
Royle had 2,079, Bert Robinson 
1.428, Anthony Fascioni 739 and 
C. 0. Moffat had 652. 

In Ward Three: There will 
most likely be a re-count we 
were told Tuesday morning. 

Mrs. Florence Gell led the 
polls for deputy reeve with 2,780 
votes to be returned; while Wal
ter Hill had 2,750 votes. 

In Ward Four: Mr. Les Bar
nett is the new Deputy-Reeve 
with 3,098 votes and Fred How
ard had 2,486. 

Councillors 
COUNCILLOR: In Ward One, 

Charles H. Goodfellow was re
tlll'ned as counclllor with 2,783 
votes and W. W. Wheeler had 
2,712. 

In Ward Two Jack Mould was 
returned as Councillor with 4,641 

<Continued On Page 2) 

New Booklet Describes 
Trade And Commerce Services 

Buggies and buggy covers were 
among Canada's exports to Trini
dad and Tobago in 1892, when the 
Department of Trade and Com
merce was founded and Canada 
had eight Commercial Agemts 
abroad. 

The horse-and-buggy age is 
long past, and today Canada has 
147 Trade Commissioners seeking 
out new export opportunities all 
over the world. They operate 
from 63 Canadian offices in 49 
countries around the glove, says 
tht Department's new 32-page 
booklet .. Trade and Commerce 
At Your Service." 

'!'he booklet, which ,describes 
the services of the Departmcat 
a vailable to the individual Cana
..!:~ h~siu ss u.an, !..':) betn-g ia 1·\...

duce<i- at the current Export 
Trade Promotion Conference in 
Ottawa. The Department also 
pians to distribute it widely to 
businessmen throughout Canada. 
C o pi e s are available without 
charge from the Editorial and Art 
Servkes Division, Trade Publi
city Branch, Department of 
Trade and Commerce, Ottawa. 

Canada had only 4,750,000 peo-

Ladies' Harmony 
Bow ling: Scores 

On December 1st, the Butter
cups and Jnmebugs in the Ladies' 
Harm!IDy League, are tied for 
first place with 14 points. Purple 
Heat111ers hav-e 12, Bluebells 11, 
Thistles 9 and Mums 3. 

pie when the Honorable Sir Mac
kenzie Bowell became the first 
Mini-ster of Trade and Com
merCt! in December, 1892. Can
ada's foreign trade then totalled 
$250,000,000 annually. Today, with 
a population less than four times 
as great, Canada does about 44 
times as much business with 
other countries - a total of 
$11,000,000,000 a year. The Hon
Ol'able Geo.rge Hees is Sir Ma.c
kenzk's present day success·or, 
and he has just launched the 
m ost intensive export drive in the 
country's history. 

The sharply risiutg growth of 
Canada's foreign trade has paral
lclled the develonment of the 
Dc>partment's serv-ires That de.· 
v~lopm nt 1s oudined briefly in 
the introduction to the booklet, 
whicn describes the primary func
tions of thc.se branches which are 
of pa..rticular interest to Canadian 
businessmen. 

The main section of the book
let describes the services of the 
Dep-artment that are available to 
the individual Canadian business
man. These are listed alphabeti: 
caJJy and described in detail. The 
booklet also contains a Head 
OfficF> Directory and a list of 
Trade Com m i.s s ion e r posts 
al',-mad. 

Persian Miniature 
At N. York Library 

Downsview Rotary Club To Entertain 
Crippled Children At Christmas Party 

Downsview Rotary Club are a 
very active group of men who 
along with theh' wives, have 
many interesting dinners and 
meetings. They raise money to 
help local projects and do much 
good work. 

At this gay time of the year, 
they are planning the Children's 
Christmas Party. Ernie McQuaide 
has everything arranged for the 
big party on Saturday, Decem
ber lOth. This year it is being heid 
at a local restaurant, the Sky 
Ranch Restaurant, corner of Duf
ferin Street at Castlefield Ave
nue, from two to five in the after
noon. 

Santa Claus will be there and 
orte or possibly twa clowns. 

Briar Hill H-S To 
Hold Talent Night 
Monday Dec. 12th 

Briar Hill Home and School 
Association will hold their annual 
"Talent Night" in the auditorium 
or the school Monday evening, 
December 12th at eight o'clock. 

As well as a wonderful concert 
which is held in the Christmas 
season, refreshments will be 
served at the conclusion of the 

To this year's party, they are 
inviting fourteen or fifteen other 
children as arranged by their 
Crippled Children's Committee 
under Nick Schlomiuk. Members 
of the club will be picking up 
their crippled child to whom they 
have been assigned, and bringjng 
him or her along to enjoy the 

This Board brought in a major
ity report which would have given 
the railway employees a 14 cents 

(Continued on Page 3) 

children's fun .. Real Christmas Fal"rbank Ladl"es' spirit, isn't it? 

Speaking of Christmas, .Chuck B }" S 
Morris, Director of Community ow Ing cores 
Service, has made all arrange- , 
ments for Christmas hampers for 
the needy folk of the Downsview 
area. These will be packed and 
then twenty volunteers will dis
tribute them. And these men will 
have an opportunity to take along 
their own children to participate 
in this important Christmas "giv
ing. 

Charter president, Keith Hop
per has been elected chairman 
for 1961 of the Rotary Council of 
Metro Toronto at its meeting on 
November 28th. Pete Suttie, im
mediate past president of the Eg
linton clnb was elected Vice
Chairman and George Dyer a 
past. president of the Scarborough 
Club, was re-elected Secretary. 
Keith is also representative of 
Rotary Clubs on the Board of the 
Health League of Canada. 

Fairbank Ladies' B o w 1 i n g 
League, as the first of Decembe-r 
continue to have Angie Crock's 
team ieadillg with 60 points and 
Gert Harris' team is creeping 
ever ·closer, now with 57 points. 
Marion Skidmore's team has 48 
point~. Florence Hawes 47, Leila 
Jarvis and Connie Black 46, Marg 
Li-ndsay 44, Chris Vienneau and 
Gladys Camp 42, Bernice Wllde· 
man 41, Mae Cats 39, June Clark 
3'7, Olga McKellar 34, Evelyn 
Stocki11 33, Winnie Mutch 31 and 
Lill Chisholm 25. 

Ann Livingstone took h i g h 
single and 3 with 253 and 607 
while Ethel Munro took high 3 wh 
with 706 and Kay Closson had 
high single wh with 292. 

;e;. G H .t 1 Beg, Plead, Exhort And Pray 
L ·_io ~:~t ~!~~ ;? That Drivers Do Not Drink 

Ladies' Auxiliary of the North
western General llospital \vill 
hold their annual Birthday Meet
ing on Monday, December 12th at 
two in the afternoon at the St. 
Clair YMCA on Robina near St. 
Clair. 

It is re~orted that, while final 
accounting is not yet finished, it 
appears the Dessert and Cards 
party raised some $250.00 for the 
work the ladies carry on in con
nection with the hospital. 

February general meeting will 
see a speeial speaker on hand, 
Mrs. C. G. Berrick, a vice-presi
de.'1t of the Canadian Ass-ociation 
of Consumers and also president 
of Toronto Home and School 
Council. 

Patroness Tea will be he1d Wed· 
nesday, May 31st, it is announced, 
at the home of J.\llrs. M. Goldhar, 
124 Old Forest Hill Road. Mr. 
Goldhar is a member of the 
Board. 

In Omtario, during the past One of the main objectives of 
year, there were more than this year's holiday safety cam· 
59,000 highway accidents caus- paign is to keep the cork in the 
ing injury or damage of-$100 or bottle at office parties and to curb 
mol'e. These accidents resulted in drinking amcl!lg drivers. 
1,187 deaths and 31,602 non-fatal · The co-operation and assist
injuries. Property damage from ance of all motorists is being • 
these mishaps was estimated at sought to accomplish this objec· 
more than 38 millions of dollars., tive. 
In Metropolitan Toronto, s om e "We are going to plead, beg, 
persmn was killed or died of in- exhort and pray that drivers re
juries from an auto accident frain from drinking," said Chief 
every 74 hours. of Metro Toonto Police James 

These are terrifying statistics P . Mackey. "But if they 'insist on 
bu~ tney tell nothing of the snf- drinking amd driving, it is OUl' in· 
fering, the agony, the heartache tention to adopt a real 'get 
and the loneliness of those who tough' pD-licy. As a result, drink· 
were involved. ing drivers will likely spend the 

December has always been a holiday in custody, face a jail 
dangerous month for car acci- term, pay a stiff fine and even 
dents and, as a result, the Met- have their drivers' licence sus· 
ropolitl:m Toronto Traffic Safety pencied. The loss of a single life 
Cnunc-il is again conducting a 

1

, is much too high a price to pay 
camp::ign designed to prevent for a few drinks and tltis prac-
accidents and save lives. ti.ce will !Oot be tolerated. 

GIANT FUNNEL IN PLACE 
Babe Sewell took high single 

and 3 with 268 and 723. Frank 
George took high single wh. with 
264 aud Dot Knight, high 3 wh 
with 622. 

An exhibition of Persian 1\Iinia
tures wil: be on display in the 
Viewing Room of. the N o r t h 
York Public Library from De-~ 
cember 1 to December 24. 

All races have used pictorial 7~- ~~)\;)[))ji.l;ili;,·;~ art to show their living con-di- i 
tions an.O customs. Well before I 
the rise of Islam, the Persians 
enjoyed depicting heroic. scenes -

1 and pastimes regarded as noble Film "Brasil" At 
N h Y k L"b - hunting, feating, et cetera. 'I Ort Ol 1 rary Later the Califs revived the tra- . 

I 
dition, but as it was considere-d 
unorthcdox in Islam, the princes ; 

BRASIL a 40-minute c o 1 o r often:' emplQyed foreigners as ar-1 
film will' be featured at the tists. Religious works could not 
North Public Library, Saturday, be decorated, but nothing prev~nt
December lOth. ed. the rulers from emnloymg 

It is an impressive and color- pamters to decorate works by 
ful picture of mQdern Brazil, the othe~ auilio·rs. . .. 
country and its people. Scenes of :r'iliS present exhtbttlon . con
wildlife in the Amazon jungle, of tam~ works of art of an enbr~ly 
herds moving across the plains at Ir~an character. .Th~ P_~rs~an 
dawn and of fishermen bringimg Mimatures of Islam~c mspnatwn 
their llttle sallboats- in to shore show a great techrucal_. mastery 
suggest the beauty and variety bot~ .o! color a~d deSlgn . Thts 

. exlubth~n of pnnts reproduces 
of this vast land. Peop~ who minJatures and calligra"\)hy from 1 

ha~e c?me froJ? many nations to the 14th to 17th centuries. There 
Eet.le In Brazil are shown at are also eight" renroducUons of 
v:ork and play. Th:oughou~, the mural paintings from the 17th 
lwei):', and. rhythmtc . Z!lustc of century. 
Brazu proVIdes an exc1ting back- This- exhibit of 40 pictures was 
gromnd to the excellent photog- designed as a Unese<> project and 
raph;v. . . has been loaned to the lilirary 

Thl>< film Will be shown con- by the ART Institute of Ontario 
tinuousl~ from 12.30 p.m. to 4.30 through the courtesy of the Na
p.m. Chil~ren under 12 must be tiQnal Gallery of Canada. They 
acCOJ?~amed by . an adult. r:r_.B. may be seen during library hours. 
Brasil 1s the Portuguese spelung Library hours - Tuesday to 
lor Brazil, and hence is the cor- Friday, 9.00 a.m. to 8.30 p.m. 
rent uue ~ ~m Saturday, 9.00 a.m. w s.oo· p.m. 

One of the finishing touches 
to the superstructure of the new 
Canadian Pacific ll:r;er Em
press of Canada - the placing 
of her giant 64-ton steel and . 
aluminum funn-el - was com
pleted Oct. 8. T1r 27 ,300-t.on 
~-er, launched last May, is 

scheduled to go into servL=e 
between Lh1~rpool and Mont
real in April, 1961. Owing to 
tl1e weight o.f the huge funnel, 
the ship had to be moved from 
her fitting out berth ·at the 
Vickers-Armstmngs Yard at 
Newcastle- on - Tyne, England, 
down to where the giant ham~ 

mer-.head crane was holding 
suspend·Ed the gleaming bttEf 
colore"d funnel with its red and 
whit-e checkerod house flag. 
The whole operation of lifting. 
moving the ship, and puttmg 
the funnel into position wAs 
comple·ted in 60 minute.i. 

i 
I 

I 
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Miss York 1972, Corinne Rathan-Dorey watches the refuelling of the 
B.W.I.A. Sun Jet, which took her and her new husband to sunny Trinidad. 
Miss York represented the Borough of York at the Trinidad Carnival. 

The Borough of York has received 
a Local Initiatives Program grant of 
$24,453 .00 for the purpose of estab
lishing Municipal Archives in York. 
Out of all Metropolitan Toronto Mu
nicipalities only the City of Toronto 
has Municipal Archives, which were 
established in 1961. 

Applicants / Sponsors of the grant 
of behalf of the Borough of York 
were Borough Clerk H. G. Courtrnan, 
Deputy Clerk L. Wenstrom and 
Archivist John Andre. 

Founded in 1793, the Township of · 
York was incorporated as a Munici
pality in 1850. Township Council met 
in various hotels and inns in Eglinton 
Village, which was situated at the 
intersections of Yonge Street and 
Eglinton Avenue until 18:74, when 
space was rented for Municipal Of
fices at the York Masonic Hall. In 
November 1881 fire destroyed the 
York Masonic Hall and with it all 
the records of York Township. Only 
~opies of the Minutes of Council, 
which had been distributed to Mem
bers in printed form. were recovered. 
Because of the fire, Borough of York 
records date from 1882 on . 

6 

HERITAGE OF YORK 

The Town of Weston was part of 
York Township until its incorporation 
as a Municipality in 1882. The early 
records of Weston, too. were lost in 
the 1881 fire. 

From 1882 on the Town of Weston 
kept its own records until 1967, when 
Weston rejoined the Borough of York 
through amalgamation. These records 
are now in the possession of the 
Borough of York Archives. 

The L.l.P. project employs 12 
people: I co-ordinator, 3 researchers, 
2 cataloguers, 2 bookbinders, 2 typists 
and 2 handymen. 

The cataloguers, typists and handy
men are busy with the cataloguing, 
indexing and cleaning of the records 
stored in the basement of the Muni
cipal Building. Some of the records 
are in very poor condition, and, 
if not taken care of would deteriorate 
in a very short time. The objective of 
the project is to preserve these very 
valuable documents and to make them 
ava ilable for research. 

NEW COMMISSIONER OF 
PARKS AND RECREATION 

Council of the Borough of York 
appointed Ian M. Thomson as the 
Commissioner of Parks and Recrea
tion. The post became vacant last 
October when A. H. Savage accepted 
a post as Commissioner of Parks and 
Recreation for the City of Edmonton. 

Mr. Thomson has a B.A. (Honors, 
Physical, Health and Recreation Edu
cation), and a Permanent Recreation 
Director's Certificate-Type "A" from 
the Ontario Department of Education. 

He was Director of Recreation for 
the Township of Etobicoke between 
1945 and 1963, Assistant Director of 
Recreation for the City of Toronto 
from 1963 to 1966, and Executive 
Director of University Settlement from 
1966 until his present appointment. 
Mr. Thomson will assume the duties of 
Commissioner of Parks and Recreation 
with the Borough of York on April 
2nd, 1973. 

* * * 
The bookbinders are busy restoring 

old books. The backs of some of these 
books have been eaten by mice. These 
books are bound by hand in a very 
careful manner. 

The researchers are collecting re
levant material at the Ontario Ar
chives, the Department of Municipal 
Affairs, the Central Library and other 
sources, in order to shed some light 
on the early history of the Township 
of York. 

They will also prepare papers on: 
"The Economi~ Development of York 
- 1793-1973". "The Cultural and 
Social Development of York - 1793-
1973", and "The Political Develop
ment of York - 1793-1973". 

Citizens who possess old documents 
from York Township or the Town of 
Weston are asked to contact Borough 
Archivist John Andre, for the purpose 
of having copies made of them for 
Borough of York Archives. Dona
tions of original documents will be 
gratefully accepted. 

OUCH! 
Five years ago, in 1967, the Board 

of Hea lth of the Borough of York 
began an immunization programme 
which had been offered by the Ontario 
Department of Health to provide pro
tection by immunization for children 
usceptible to measles. 

Measles had always been a com
mon miserable affliction. Acute illness 
was frequently associated with serious 
complications. Complications which, 
before antibiotic drugs became avail
able, made it a killer disease in young 
children. 

Since that time 5,000 children in 
the Borough have received protection 
against measles from the York Health 
Department and the number of 
cases occurring annually has dropped 
considerably. 

In 1970 another protective vaccine 
became available against rubella, 
usually known as german measles. 
This is a mild illness in children but 
it can have serious effects on a 
developing child in the womb of a 
pregnant mother. 

In the fall of 1972, the Health 
Department of York began administer
ing these two vaccines in one shot 
and 1,934 children between the ages 
of 12 months and 6 years were given 
this vaccine in the months of Septem
ber, October and November. Double 
protection. One needle. 

* * * 
RABIES CLINICS 

Your pets need to be vaccinated, 
too, to protect them against RABIES. 
A rabies vaccination protects not only 
your pet, but members of your family 
and your neighbours, as well. Anyone 
suspected to have been bitten by a 
rabid animal, must go through a 
series of very painful shots. Without 
this precaution, rabies is fatal to 
humans. 

Borough of York Rabies Clinics 
for DOGS and CATS only will be 
held on the following days and at the 
following locations: 

SUNDAY 
April 1, 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

at the R.C.S.C.C. ILLUSTRIOUS 
Bldg. 2121 Lawrence A venue West. 

SATURDAY 
April 7, 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

at the LAMBTON ARENA, 4100 
Dundas Street West. 

It did not hurt at all! 

SATURDAY 
April 14, 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

FAIRBANK COMMUNITY CENTRE 
at 2213 DUFFERIN STREET. 

Vaccine will be administered by 
veterinarians. The fee is only $2.00 
per animal. 

NEW HOURS FOR 
ANIMAL SHELTER 

Beginning March 19, the Borough 
of York Animal Shelter will be open 
7 days a week. 

Previously the shelter was closed 
to the public on weekends, although 
attendants were there to feed the 
animals and supply them with water. 

The new hours are: 

Monday through Friday: 8:30 a.m. 
to 7:00p.m. 
Saturdays: 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. 
Sundays: 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. 

Evening patrols by the Borough of 
York Animal Control Staff will be 
extended to 10:00 p.m. 

The Animal Shelter bas many dogs, 
cats, gerbils and other domestic ani
mals looking for homes at the moment. 
The new, longer hours will enable 

people who work beyond the boun
daries of the Borough of York to 
drop in and see the animals. If you 
are looking for a pet, come and see 
what the Animal Shelter has to offer. 
Dogs are $8.00, cats - $2.00. 

Schools wishing to invite Animal 
Control Officer, George Banton and 
some of the animals from the shelter 
for a visit and a talk on the care of 
animals, should call 653-2700 Ext. 
268 . 

DOG LICENCES 

Dog licences for 1973 are now 
available from the Borough of York 
Animal Control Office. The licence 
serves to identify your dog, in case 
it gets lost or gets picked up by the 
Animal Control Patrol. 

As a means of identification, the 
licence is the only way of finding the 
owner and returning the lost dog. 

The licence also protects your dog 
against being used for research, be
cause a licenced dog is an owned 
dog, and therefore immune to that 
statute of the Provincial Government. 
Licence fee is $5.00 - a small 
premium to pay for the protection 
of your pet. 
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Bathurst St.- HJ:!.O. 

- PA RKS 

O-v1 h \'ssfo r i' eaJ .~ Vl-1 ~a./r ~ 

a &;s* ~ 

Tichester park, 1 acre; Tichester Road, east of Bathurst Street; 
Cedarvale Park, 33 acres ; east of Arlington Avenue to Heath-

dale Road ; 
Glen Cedar Park, 5 acres, near Cedarvale School; 
Graham Park, Atlas Avenue, 2 acres; 
\Vinona Park, half an acre, \Vinona Drive at Vaughan Hoad; 
Laughlin Park. 2 acres, \Vincma Drin' north of Vaughan Hoad; 
F:tirhank ~letnorial Park, t.5 acres, Dufrcrin Street at Key West 

Avenue: 
Nairn Park , :3 acres. Nairn and TLtn·ic A\'cnues; 
Caledonia Park. 5 acres. Caledonia Hoad and Kitchencr Avenue; 
Kin g Cenrgl' Park. t acrl' , Keele Strcd at Greenhrook Drive; 
Trdh l' \\"('\" Park . -I acrl's . Tre th<'\\T \ Dri\T ; . . 
Kcclesdak Park. 30 acres , Black Creek valleY south of Eglinton 

A \ "l ' IHIC ; 

F< ·lthatn Park , H ;tc :·cs, hctwL·c n Fcltham ancl McCormack 

A\"l'IIUC'S; 

Pearcn Park , .5 acres , Pearcn AH·nuc, north of Eglinton Avenue; 

Nohle Park. .5 acres, Vallc~ ·view Drive, cast of Jane Street; 
Sm~·th c Park , 3.'3 acres. Black Creek valle~ · between Jane Street 

all(] Scarl ett Hoad ; 
~.I agvvoocl Park, 2.5 acres , Baby Point, bird sanctuary and wood

lot in a state of nature; 
Cash111an Park, 1 acre, flumhcrcrest Boulevard and Langmuir 

Crescent ; 
Elhurst Park, half an acre, b etween French and i\lariposa 

Avenues ; 
Lessard Park, 8 acres, Lessard Avenue and llumherview Hoad; 
.Jasper Park, 10 acres, Jasper A venue to Guestville Avenue, sout], 

of Lambton Aven ue ; 
C riscoe Park, half ;ut acre, olcl Belt Lin e al Ravena] Hoad ; 

Lambton Park, 2.5 acres, north of Dundas Street on Humber. 

Leased hom th e Toronto Transport Commission: Henrietta 
Park, 5 acres , at Jlenrie tta Avenue and Runnymede Road. 

Durin g school vacation the department uses the play fi elds of 
e ighteen puhlic schools and the swimming pool of York Memorial 

Collegiate Institute. 
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