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HALL 

The Corporation of the City of York exists to 
provide good local government, sound adminis
tration, and responsive service to the community 
in a timely and cost-effective manner. We are 
accountable to our citizens who pay taxes and who 
are entitled to receive good value for their money. 
We are responsible for, among otherthings, librar
ies, fire protection, parks and recreation, local 
planning, local streets, parking, garbage collec
tion, local sewers and storm drains, and collecting 
taxes. 

THE COUNCIL 

The City is governed by a Council consisting of the 
Mayor and one Councillor for each of the City's 
eight wards who are elected by York voters to a 
three year term of office. 

The Mayor is elected at-large across the City, 
serves as head of Council , and signs all official 
documents for the City of York. 

The Mayor's duties include : presiding at council 
meetings; ensuring that the laws and responsibili
ties are duly executed and obeyed; serving as an 
ex-officio member of all standing committees; 
serving as a Metro Councillor as the link between 
the two levels of government; and as the ceremo
nial head of York, representing t~e City on both 
public and private occasions. 

Elected by Council from among the Councillors, 
the Deputy Mayor carries out the Mayor's respon
sibilities in the absence of the Mayor. 



The Councillors ensure that the concerns of the 
residents in their ward are expressed while still 
taking a broad view on City-wide issues.A good 
deal of Councillors' time is spent on behalf of 
citizens in their wards. 

In addition to sitting on Council, they serve on 
standing committees and ad-hoc committees. 

WHAT IT DOES 

City Council is the legislative and executive body 
of the municipality. 
It carries on the majority of its work through the 
Works and Parks Committee, Services Commit
tee, and the Land Use Committee. Council also 
appoints various sub-committees such as the En
vironment Committee and LACAC. 

Items are first dealt with at Committee with public 
input and then forwarded to Council for considera
tion. 

Council has three main roles; determining and 
representing the public's interest with regard to 
municipal programs and services; establishing 
appropriate municipal policies and proceedures 
such as budget allocation and the range and level 
of services; and ensuring well managed imple
mentation of Council's policies and programs. 

PUBLIC INPUT 

Meetings of City Council and Standing Commit
tees are open and the public is invited to attend. 

Citizens may make presentations at the Standing 
Committees or Sub-committees before recom
mendations are forwarded to Council. 
To have an item placed on a Committee agenda 
call 394-2507. 

Council usually meets in the Council Chamber on 
Wednesday at 2:00p.m. every other week and all 
meetings are televised on Shaw Cable Channel 
10. 
Committees meet in the alternate week of Council. 

Land Use Committee which discusses all planning 
matters generally meets every second Monday at 
9:30a.m. 

Services Committee which discusses financial, 
legislative and personnel matters generally meets 
every second Tuesday at 1 :30 p.m. 

Works and Parks Committee which discusses 
works and parks matters generally meets every 
second Monday at 1:30 p.m. 

Meetings sometimes have to be rescheduled. The 
Clerk's Department at 394-2507 can confirm dates 
and times. 

PRIVATE MEETINGS 

From time to time Council meets in a private 
session (in camera) on certain items. There are 
three areas that must be discussed in private: 
litigation, personnel matters and property matters. 
Results ofthese meetings are then reported through 
regular Council. 

WE'RE HERE TO SERVE 

We're here to serve you. If you have a concern or 
suggestion call the appropriate member of staff. If 
you feel the matter requires further attention, call 
your local Councillor. If you don't know who to call, 
call the Communications Section at 394-2519 and 
we'll put you in touch with the right person. 


