
 

 

                                       More about Macbeth 
 

                                              Speaker’s Choice: Suggested by Prof. Jeremy Lopez 
 
Reading:  
Macbeth: the State of Play. edited by Ann Thompson. Bloomsbury Arden 
Shakespeare, 2014. 
 
King Lear, Macbeth, Indefinition and Tragedy by Stephen Booth. Yale University Press, 
1983. 
 
Viewing:   
Shakespeare: The King’s Man by James Shapiro [DVD]. Athena; distributed by Acorn 
Media Group, 2013. 

 

 
Macbeth: 
Macbeth by Ben Crystal.  Arden Shakespeare, 2013.  Macbeth is one of the most popular and bloody of 
Shakespeare’s tragedies. This accessible introduction offers a springboard into the play, taking a hands-on, 
performance-based approach, exploring the challenges and the rewards it presents to actors, audiences and 
students. 
 
Weyward Macbeth: Intersections of Race and Performance. Edited by Scott L. Newstok and Ayanna Thompson. 
Palgrave Macmillan, 2010.  The twenty-six essays in this collection examine the role of race in various 
productions and (appropriations) of Macbeth. Weyward Macbeth seeks to ”position performances of 
the ’Scottish Play’ in American racial constructions”.  
 
Twentieth-century Adaptations of Macbeth: writing between Influence, Intervention, and Cultural Transfer 
by Sven Rank. Peter Lang, 2010. The author traces individuals’ adaptive interventions of Macbeth in the 
cultural sphere, exploring the revolt against repetition created by canonic forces. 
 
William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: a sourcebook by Alexander Leggatt.  Routledge, 2006. Part of the Routledge 
Guides to Literature series, this volume is essential reading for all those beginning detailed study of Macbeth, 
and seeking not only a guide to the play, but a way through the wealth of contextual and critical material 
which surrounds Shakespeare’s text. 



 

 

 
Related Reading: 

Wrinkled Deep in Time: Aging in Shakespeare y Maurice Charney. Columbia University Press, 2009. 
The author deals with Shakespeare’s varied portrayals of old age and the aging process, tracing the many 
losses, and the few, though precious, gains that Shakespeare associated with growing old.  
 
Acting in the Night: Macbeth and the Places of the Civil War by Alexander Nemerov. University of California 
Press, 2010.  What can the performance of a single play on one specific night tell us about the world this event 
inhabited so briefly? A performance of Macbeth in Washington D.C. on October 17, 1863- with Abraham 
Lincoln in attendance- explores this question and illuminates American art, politics, technology, and life as it 
was being lived. 
 
Shakespeare’s Medieval Craft: Remnants of the Mysteries on the London Stage by Kurt Schreyer. Cornell 
University Press, 2014.  The author explores the relationship between Shakespeare’s plays and a tradition of 
late medieval English biblical drama known as the mystery plays. Through close study of the Chester Banns, a 
16th century proclamation announcing the annual performance of that city’s cycle of mystery plays, he 
demonstrates the central importance of medieval stage objects. 
 
Go Digital:                                                                                                                                                                                   
Shakespeare  Collection.  Full-text electronic database from Gale Publishing, including The Arden Shakespeare, 

criticism, performance, literary and interdisciplinary journals.  Remote access available through 
the Toronto Public Library website. http://www.tpl.ca/ or directly: https://bit.ly/XPft3b [TPL library card 

required to login]. 

The Year of Lear: Shakespeare in 1606 by James Shapiro. Simon and Schuster, 2015. Available in ebook 

format from the Toronto Public Library via OverDrive. https://bit.ly/1SYeZry [TPL library card required to 

login.] Shapiro shows how the tumultuous events in England in 1606 affected Shakespeare. 

 

 

Shakespeare: 

Portraits of Shakespeare by Katherine Duncan-Jones. University of Oxford, 2015. Duncan-Jones examines 

the                             many questions surrounding the ongoing mystery of what Shakespeare really looked like. 

                                  She provides a detailed critique of the three images likeliest to derive from lifetime  

                                  portrayals, examining also the afterlife of these images. 

                                 

                                  Worlds Elsewhere: Journeys around Shakespeare’s Globe by Andrew Dickson. Henry 

Holt                           Holt, 2016. Both a cultural history and a literary travelogue, this book explores how                 

Shakespeare              Shakespeare became the world’s writer, and how his works have changed beyond all 

recognition                recognition during the journey. 
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