
INTRODUCTION 
 
A. PURPOSE 

 
In 1984, the Metropolitan Toronto Library Board published a guide to material in Business 
Department, Metro Toronto Reference Library (MTRL) related to researching older Canadian 
companies. The original intent was to help researchers locate information on older Canadian 
companies that are no longer in existence or about whom information is difficult to locate. 
 
This completely revised edition identifies and annotates considerable sources of company 
histories that are available throughout the many departments of the Toronto Reference Library 
(TRL).  
 
 
B. SCOPE 
 
The guide reflects the Toronto Reference Library’s collections, electronic resources, locations, 
and holdings as of November 2015. For current holdings, consult with information desk staff. 
 
Most of the resources are located at the Toronto Reference Library, Business, Science & 
Technology Department, but other departments within the Toronto Reference Library also have 
material on older Canadian companies.  
 
Online resources are available either only at the Toronto Reference Library, or at both Toronto 
Reference Library and the North York Central Library, or throughout the Toronto Public Library 
branches and via the Internet.   
 
The guide is arranged by publication format, for example books, electronic resources, etc. The 
Toronto Reference Library collects information in a variety of formats, ranging from original 
manuscripts, through postcards and pictures, to books, journals, printed indexes and modern 
electronic resources.   
 
In defining a “Canadian company”, we have included companies that have a significant or wholly 
Canadian presence. The geographic coverage is all of Canada. The selected date range is from 
1867-1967, essentially, the time of Confederation and onwards. During that time period, there 
was no clear delineation between Canadian and British or Canadian and U.S. companies; thus, 
we have included a limited number of titles from these two jurisdictions.  
 
 
C. METHODOLOGY 
 
A systematic approach was used in gathering material for this guide: all departments in the 
Research and Reference Libraries of the Toronto Public Libraries; and other libraries, most 
notably Ontario university libraries, were considered. As company histories do not exist as a 
separately-classed section on library shelves, searching is best done by the researcher 
pinpointing specific companies or industries and starting the search from there. 
 
 
D. Library of Congress Subject Headings 
 
For additional subject search terms, consult the Subject Headings, a Library of Congress 
publication that provides an alphabetical list of subjects. The Toronto Public Library online 
catalogue uses the same terminology (called subject headings and subheadings). These subject 
terms are recommended as the search terminology in order to find results quickly.  
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For example, subject headings for “Food” are listed on several pages. Food industry and trade 
(with a brief explanation of what it entails) is sub-divided into:  Food preparation, Food 
preparation industry, Food processing, Food processing industry, and Food trade. Food industry 
may also be referred to under By-products, such as Equipment and supplies, etc.  
 
 
E. LIMITATIONS 
 
The guide is comprehensive; but, by no means, exhaustive. We endeavour to include key primary 
and secondary resources found at the Toronto Reference Library but may inadvertently miss 
some sources. The inclusion of this particular grouping of Toronto Public Library’s electronic 
resources should be considered a snapshot. In time, the list may contract or expand. The search 
methods in each of these resources are dynamic; thus, we did not provided step-by-step 
instructions on how to search. Where possible, annotations were provided. It was not possible to 
physically examine every listed print source. 
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