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Pla11k Road Buildir~g, 2371 Weston Road 

A combined house and store, this building has been tradition
ally associated with The Plank Road Company which was 
incorporated in 1841 to build a plank road from today's Wilson 
Avenue to Dundas Street. TI1e plank surface covered a heavy 
clay road providing year round access to the markets. Known 
as The Plank Road Building, it is typical of nineteenth century 
commercial buildings in Ontario. A two storey brick structure 
of the utmost simplicity, it incorporates a pitched roof, chim
neys in the gable-ends, large shop windows on the ground 
floor, and living quarters above. It was built by the Holley 
fanilly, early mill owners in Weston, lending additional histori
cal significance to the property. 

This property was purchased in 1804 by John Dennison and 
was established as a family burial grmmd. It was named St. 
John's Cemetery and has been preserved and maintained as 
such by the Dennison fanilly ever since. TI1e ground was 
consecrated by Bishop Alexander Neil Bethune in 1868. A 
cenotaphwaserectedin 1920commemoratingthoseDennisons 
who died in the First World War. A mortuary chapel was 
constructed in the 1930's of river - bottom stone into the side of 
the ravine facing d1e Humber. It has heavy wooden doors, four 
embrasured leaded windows protected by crafted bronze 
screens and embrasured leaded windows protected by inset 
iron rods. A federal historic plaque is on the grounds. 
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Welcome to York's heritage. To date, the City of York has designated eight 
properties as "being of historical and ard1itectural value or interest" under the Ontario 
Heritage Act. Ead1 site's location is indicated with a number on the City ofYork map 
below. Corresponding to each number d1ere is a photograph and a brief paragraph 
describing the historical and/or ard1itectural significance of the site. Use d1is brochure 
and take yourself and a friend on a self-guided tour of these historic sites. Becoming 
familiar with the heritage of your city is a great way to spend a sunny Sunday afternoon. 
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For further information about L4C4C or designation, contact.· 

City of York Municipal Office 
2700 Fglinton Ave. West 

City of York, Ontario. M6M 1V1 
394-2700 

St.John's Cemetery, Weston Lambto11 Hote~ 4066 Old Dundas Street 

Westo11 Public Library, 2 Ki11g Street 

The library was built in 1914 by ard1itects lindsay and Btydon. 
A landmark in Weston, it combined the Romanesque Revival 
style in the windows with a God1ic and Byzantine feeling in the 
use of stained glass and mosaic detailing. A fine example of 
skilled craftsmanship and a successful combination of architec
tural styles, the library was financed by a Carnegie Grant. The 
main entrance, restored in 1981, (the lOOth anniversary of the 
Town of Weston), was funded by money donated by the 
Weston Centennial Committee. A historic plaque was dedi
cated in the Fall of 1991. 

Begun in 1847 and opened in 1848 as a stopping-place and 
hostelry for east - west travellers, d1e I.ambton Hotel is one of 
the principal landmarks in the City of York. One of the oldest 
buildings in York and Metropolitan Toronto, it is the last of the 
staging tavems where the coaches used to stop. It was in 
continuous use from its opening until it dosed in 1988. Duting 
the prosperous period of the I.ambton Mills era, the Iambton 
was surrounded by large grist mills, saw mills, woollen n1ills 
and the local post office. The property was once owned by Sir 
Willian1 Pierce Howland, a Father of Confederation and 
Iieutenant-Govemor of Ontario. Restoration began in 1992 
and a historic plaque was dedicated in 1993, the City ofYork's 
bicentennial year. 



The City of York IACAC - Local Architectural 
Conservation Advisoty Committee- is a commit
tee appointed by the Municipal Council to pro
vide guidance and information with regard to the 
presetvation and restoration of our City's herit
age. The IACAC is interested in protecting not 
only private homes and public buildings with 
either architectural or historical significance, but 
also areas of !and that have contributed to York's 
history. TI1ese sites are then recommended for 
designation to the Council. TI1e IACAC is also 
responsible, once a site is to be restored, for 
overseeing that any construction is done to cer
tain historical guidelines and standards. 
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ESIGNATION 
Designation, with the IACAC's guidence, con
sists of three elements: 

• Protection: Under the Ontario Heritage 
Act, designation protects the property against 
inappropriate alteration or hasty demoli
tion. 

• Recognition: Designation is like the pin
ning of a medal on a hero. Itaffums that the 
property has a value to the whole commu
nity, not just to the owner. 

• Financial. Support: TI1e owner of a desig
nated propetty may be eligible for matching 
grants for repairs that help maintain d1e 
hetitage characteristics. TI1is is the commu
nity's way of paying for its interest in pre
serving the property. It's only fair. ~c:tlebr.leYor.t ... 
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The TyrreU House, 64 Ki11g Street 

This building was the personal home of William Tyrrell, master 
builder. He built many slluctures in the City of York especially in 
the area formerly known as the Town of Weston. William Tyrrell 
was the Reeve ofYorkTownship and became Reeve of Weston at 
its incorporation in 1881. His son, William Burr Tyrrell, won an 
award for scientific work and discovered coal and oil in Alberta. He 
also discovered mastodon bones in the bad lands and mapped most 
of the Norm Western Territories. A historic plaque was dedicated in 
the Fall of 1991. 

The first Old Mill Bridge was built in 1837 at the Old Mill to cany 
traffic from the Lakeshore via an Indian Trail on d1e east bank of the 
Humber River and from the Village ofWindem1ere. The bridge was 
reconstructed in 1916 after being destroyed by an ice break-up. It 
was constructed with round or baJTel-arched, combination cen~ent 
dad steel and river - bottom stone arches, and a hurriped deck 
sheltered by thick solid side walls. A historic plaque is located on the 
bridge. 

The Old MiU Bridge, Etie1l1le Brute Park 

York Memoria4 2690 Egli11tofl Ave11ue lVest 

The facade, foyer and stained glass windows of York Memorial 
Institute were designated in 1985. It was built as a memorial to 
honour the youth of d1e Township ofYork who laid down their lives 
in d1e First World War. The construction is an example of the fmest 
workmanship and design as befitted its purpose as a memorial. A 
historical plaque was dedicated and is present on the structure. 

Glencedar Bridge was originally built in 1912 by the land 
Company under the directorship of Sir Heruy Pallett. Spanning d1e 
Cedarvale creek in the upper part of Nordheirner ravine system, it 
was named the Coru1aught Bridge after the Governor General. Its 
unique design and construction incorporates the latest building 
materials of the time creating a light and pleasing structure which 
complements its size. A historic plaque is on the bridge. 

Glencedar Bridge, Stratheant Road 


