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T.he following article was taken from the Mt. Dennis Weekly Newspaper, March 1951, 
written by the Principal at the time, Mr. L. Houston. 

THE HISTORY OF DENNIS AVENUE SCHOOL 

The first school Board consisted of the late Mr. Joseph Brown, one of the 

pioneers of the district, whose house still stands at "the top of Black Creek Hill•, 

beside which was once his brick plant; the late Mr. Robert Sommerville of Brampton 

whose name is perpetuated by Sommerville Avenue which runs through what was once a 

field on his property; and Mr. James R. Dennis, later of Weston, who served also as 

Secretary-Treasurer (and after whose family Mount Dennis is named). The portrait 

of Mr. D~nis was made about the time he served on the Board. (Portrait now hangs 

in the hall of Dennis Avenue School). 

The first principal was the late Mr. John Ryerson Trurnpeur who resigned 

after a short period. He graduated in medicine from the University of Toronto 

and died -at Unionville, Ontario, where he was practicing his profession. 

The late Mr. Jabez Pearen acted alone as auditor for a period until a 

second was appointed to act with him. 

Classes were first held in two rooms on the ground floor of the Marshall 

farm horne, now 8 Arnold Avenue, and still occupied by the Marshall family. The 

pen and ink drawings of the Marshall house as ~t stood in an orchard surrounded 

by fields and commons is by the late Mr. James ·Prise, well-known Canadian artist. 

(Sketch now hangs in hall of Dennis Avenue)** 

The first permanent building consisted of two classrooms. Only one room 

was used for school purposes, the other being used for community worship on Sundays 

and for public meetings. Mr. Sommerville presided over the first annual Christmas 

entertainment, and many succeeding ones. 

When the new building was occupied as a school the late Mr. J. c. Smith 

took charge as principal and continued for almost a decade, a much loved principal, 

and a friend of every boy and girl who carne under his influence. It was an ungraded 

school and the enrolment was small. 

According to the records of York Township made by Mr. w. A. Clarke, who 

was then clerk of the municipality, the school section was cleared on April 6th, 

1891, under "By-Law 1292 to amend By-Law No. 1163 and 1261 and to create a new 

school section to be known as School Section No. 28". Hurnberstone was Reeve and 

the By~Law was introduced by Mr. John Morgan. Mr. Sommerville signed the first 

requisition to the Township Council for School Funds, as chairman, but Mr. Brown 

presided when the Board was organized. The first requisition was for $450.00. 

This meant that the Board had to carry on for 1891 without funds. The money 

necessary for salaries, desks, caretaker, fuel and other expenses was raised by the 

members of the Board, each taking out insurance policies for $100.00 and depositing 

them as collateral for a loan. 



ADDITIONS TO THE ORIGINAL SCHOOL 

Two classrooms were built above the two original rooms, probably about 

1907 G 

Four rooms were built by 1909 at the rear of the two original rooms, 2 

downstairs and 2 upstairs. In order to get space for these classrooms, the Board 

tore down a fine well-built shed. The shed was partitioned, one half used by the 

girls, and the other half used by the boys as an outdoor play-room for each. The 

well and pump were under the shed. The rear rooms were built over the well--opening 

to the well can be seen in the basement of the present school. These four rooms 

were built soon after the first addition, probably about 1909, as the population 

grew very fast from 1905 on. 

Silverthorn School was built about 1914 by s.s. 28 to relieve Dennis 

Avenue , for previous to this, all pupils from the Silverthorn area attended Dennis 

Avenue School. Pupils from the Harwood vicinity were few. They had to attend 

George Syme School. 

Bala Avenue School was built in 1913 to relieve Dennis Avenue. 

Two portables were built in the boys' yard of Dennis Avenue School. 

Six rooms were built on the front of Dennis Avenue School , three d~nstairs 

and three upstairs. These were opened in September 1919. 

Two classrooms were opened above the Mount Dennis Theatre (now Canadian 

Legion Branch 31), at the corner of of Dennis Avenue and Weston Road. One room was 

to relieve Bala Avenue School and one t o relieve Dennis Avenue School. In a short 

time both classes were placed under the charge of Dennis Avenue as it was found too 

far away from Bala School for supervision. 

A classroom was equipped in the basement of Dennis Avenue School to relieve 

the crowded conditions existing in 1920. This room is now used by Mr. George Clarke 

as Suppl ies Depot -for the York Township Schools. 

Roselands School was built by s.s. 28 to provide accommodation for the 

rapidly increasing population in the western section of Mt. Dennis. It was opened 
' 1-'l. 

in September ~. Mr. A. Duncan, Silverthorn, was chairman of the Board. Many 

ratepayers' were annoyed at the cost and the size of the building. 

Harwood had two portables erected in 1919 at first before the school was 

built in 1926. 



The original Dennis Avenue School had a furnace. A fire occured due, 

reportedly , to defective pipes. The furnace was torn out, and t wo large box 

stoves , one for each room , heated the building until the two upstairs rooms 

were built. The stoves were large enough to hold cordwood sticks. The bigger 

boys carried the wood from the basement and piled it on the floor near the stove. 

The janitor was present only in the mor ning and in the evening. There were 

h~avy storm windows which were put on each window in the fall. 

In the year 1898 Dennis Avenue School was awarded a certificate of 

Honour , a prize given to the best school in South York. 

The total assessment of S.S. 28 when organized in 1891 was $90,750.00. 

EDUCATION WEEK, 1977 

"GROWING WITH DIGNITY" 

International, national and provincial bodies have all in their turn 
expressed what are the rights of children with respect to their physical, social, 
emotional, and mental growth and development. The declaration of the rights of 
the child (United Nations, 1965) states: 

The child shalll enjoy special protection, and shall be given 
opportunities and facilities, by law and by other means, to 
enable him to develop physically, mentally, morally, spiritually 
and socially in a healthy and normal manner and in conditions 
of freedom and dignity. 

A more recently published document , The Formative Years (Ministry 
of Education , Ontario, 1975), spells out a philosophical commitment to the 
worth of the individual and pledges the government's support for an educational 
system that: 

••• develops basic skills, knowledge, and attitudes, that endeavours 
to provide a fuller life during a child school years ••• and to 
nurture every child's growth so that each may be able to continue 
his or her education with satisfaction and may share in the life 
of the community with competence, integrity, and joy. 

The foregoing statements reflect the attitudes of an enlightened society. 
The goals, aims and responsibilities provide direction and support for universally 
accepted principles regarding the integrity and worth of the individual, whether 
that individual is in a regular class or special program. 

This is a means towards enlarging the capacity of the community to 
satisfy the basic needs of iall children. 



VARIETY NIGHT 

Dennis Avenue Junior Public School held its annual "Variety Night" on March 15th. 
The program consisted of public speaking , presentation of awards, Dr. Kinrade's 
recorder group and a French choir conducted by Mrs. Rothman. 

A community bake sale was held following the program in the gymnasium. 

The award winners were: 

Primary: Trophy - Marianne Murphy Junior: Trophy - Birgit Widmaier 
Gold Medal - Mary Lynn Sachowski 
Silver Medal - Jackie Stewart 

The Bronze Medal winners were: 

Gold Medal - Tracey Mill 
Silver Medal - Arthur Zitani 

Primary: Billy Donaldson, Terry Hanlon, Chris Byers, Helen Gravanis 

Junior: Anna Muzyk, Lee MacKenzie, Charlene Bell, John Spyropoulos, Donna Waters. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Winter Break - March 19 - March 27 
Good Friday - April 8 
Easter Monday - April 11 
Education Week - April 17 - April 22 
Interview & P. A. Day - May 30 

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION 

Kindergarten registration will be held from April 18th - April 22nd. 
Information sheets will be sent to you later. 

COMMUNITY NIGHT 

Changes may be made in the formAte of our annual community night held in 
late spring. This year tentative plans are to hold a "Canadians All Night". We 
may be calling on many of you for assistance. 

E.S.L. and E.S.D. SUmmer Programme 

E.S.L. & E.S.D. SUmmer Programmes will be offered again this year. The 
course will run from July 4th - August 5th, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. Additional 
information will be sent out later. 

KINDERGARTEN SUMMER SCHOOL 

Kinderg?Iten SUmmer School will be held again this summer at Dennis Avenue 
School. The course runs from July 4th - July 29th, from 9:15 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. 
More information will follow. 

DREIKURS COURSE 

Miss Hylton is conducting the Dreikurs Course for parents at Dennis 
Avenue on Tuesday mornings. The first class began February 22nd with good 
parental participation. 

MOUNT DENNIS LIBRARY 

"MOVIES" 

Every Wednesday and Friday 4:15 p.m. 

Arts and Crafts every Saturday 2:00 p.m. 



WINTER BREAK ACTIVITIES 

Parks & Recreation - Tin Can Curling 
Keelesdale Arena March 22nd and 23rd, 
Finals on Thursday, March 24th, 

Runnymede Collegiate- Free!! 

9:30 A.M. - 12:00 Noon 
9:30 A.M. - 12:00 Noon 

March 21, 22, 23 and 24th Daily 9:30 A.M. - 12:CO Noon 
1:30 P ~ M. - 3:30 P.M. 

GAMES! BINffi! MOVIE~! CRAFTS! 

PARTIES! PRIZES! SFDRTS! 

Join the fun I 

11 STEPS To SAFETY 

B is for Bullies p is for Police who will protect us 

L is for lost A is for the Advice that they give to 

0 is for Open arms, at any cost R is for being Ready and nice 

us 

c is for Courage that they give E is for Everyone watching over us twice 

K is for Knowing where they live 

CHILDREN'S CORNER 

Dinosaurs 

The last name of the dinosaurs was 
11 Sauros". The bigg·est that lived on 
the earth was a Tyrannosauros. He has 
a special ending name, Tyrannosauros Rex. 
He was the biggest of the meat eaters. 

Some of them ate plants in the water. 
Some of them ate plants on the land. 
The best one I like is Triceratops. 
He is the biggest of the horned dino
saurs. He has three horns. One 
dinosaur has more horns on the face 
to protect the face. 

Ian Rodriguiz 
Junior Kindergarten 

N 

T 

is for Nestling us from bad pranks 

is from us to you, with all our 

Thanks. 

By: Carol Rail & Nancy Dennison 
Lambton Park 

.. 



These stories were written in the E~S.L. class. Only the spelling has been 
corrected. 

I like ice and I like to skate on the ice 
everyday. I like snow to play in. Some
times I play in the snowl 

Trevor Gayle 
Grade 3 - Room 7 

In the winter it is very cold when the ice 
freezes. Then my friend and I went to 
skate on the ice. Then we dress in warm 
clothes to fight the weather. I could 
skate very good in the winter. · ·I went 
tobogganing in the snow. Tobogganing is 
fun. 

THE SNOWY WINTER 

Here comes Winter. Now I am going to tell you 
about the weather. When the weather gets cold 
it is annoying to you but not to me. I like 
the cold weather in some ways but not all the 
time. Sometimes it is very cold and sometimes 
it is very warm too. Now I am going to tell 
you about what I like. I like to skate on 
ice in the cold weather. I couldn't skate, 
at that time I felll on my chin. Anyways I 
want to tell you about now, now I can skate 
better. Now I go to Keelesdale every week. 
I am going to skate in the Skate-a-thon this 
Saturday. I don•t know if I am going to win 
anything. I wish I win at the Skate-a-thon 
this Saturday. Good luck to me! 

Lionel Wright 
Grade 5 - Room 17 

WINTER 

When Winter comes it gets cold and in the middle 
of Winter you can go skating and skiing too. 
You have to dress warm. You have to put 
your coats and boots, mitts and scarf on too. 
And when you come from skating make sure you 
get some hot chocolate to warm your b~y. 

I like to go skating but it•s a pity I can•t 
skate but I will try to skate. One time me 
and Richard go skating but none of us could 
skate. 

Worrell English 
Grade 6 - Room 12 

Richard Brown 
Grade 4 - Room 14 

• 



Once I had a rabbit in Jamacia. 
It was bl2ck ar:d white, Every day 
I used to cut green grass for it 
and give it clean water. One morning 
it got out of its cage and was standing 
at the door. I put it back into t he 
cage and made sure it did not get 
out again. 

Naseen Miller 
Room 7, Grt::.d'2 3 

.?._~ Puo.£§t Pl~ 

We decided that the puppet play will 
be called Jack a <ld the Beanstal k. We started 
making the puppets. We made the puppet's 
faces. Then Mrs. Carter brought the puppet 
stage in. We had to learn our parts. We 
showed the play to our classes. They liked 
our play very much. Terry was the mother, 
Donovan told Jack to hide in the oven, Trevor 
was the old man. Sean was Jack and Ewart 
was the big giant. 

Donovan Robertson - Room 16 

THE STORY OF SCUTTLE BUT 

We have a new pet at school. She is 
a duck, her name is Scuttle But. She 
likes to eat dog cookies. She likes 
to quack everytime. 

Sean Sealer: - Room 
Ewart Grant - Room 
Terry Andronis - Room 
Trevor Gayle - Room 

Ewart Grant 
Grade 2 - Room 2 

We have a new pet at school. She is a duck. 
She has black eyes. She is a year-old. 
Her name is Scuttle But. Scuttle But is 
white. She can only stay until Friday 
because the man at the shop wants her 
back. Scuttle But is friendly. 

Lynne Ba:'...ley 
Grade 2 - Room 2 

Once upon a time there was a duck called Scuttle But and 
she had black eyes. Scuttle But eats dog cookies. I like 
her very much. Scuttle But is a grown up duck. Scuttle 
But is very white. Scuttle But cleans herself a lot of 
times. Scuttle But has her own water. Scuttle But splashes 
a lot when she takes a bath. Scuttle But paddles her feet 
in the water. When Scuttle But comes out she is soaking wet. 
The Teacher got soaking wet from the duck. 

Laura Samakese 
Grade 2 - Room 2 

16 
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PLANE 

Lord, I would like to be a Concorde Jet 
like the one beside me. 

I could f lash through the sky faster than 
lighto 

I would be kept clean and tidy, not even 
one spot of dust on my wheels. 

I could fly around the world in less than 
an hour and go to places I've never seen 
beforeo 

Keith Cho 
Grade 6 - Room 12 

DREAMING 

When I look up in the clouds, 
Tiny animals call to me aloud, 
I look up and see 
A bright yellow bumble bee. 

After a while I dream a dream, 
I dream of chocolate ice-cream, 
After that I dream of more, 
This sure isn't a bore! 

I look up in the clouds again, 
And this time I see little men , 
Floating here and there, 
I see a little brown teddy bear! 

But now I fall into deep, sleep, 
And can only see a jeep! 

Carol Sachnwski 
Grade 5 - Rnom 11 

CLOCK 

Great Spirit, 

I thank you for changing me into a clock 
from a watcho 

People used to carry me in their pockets 

And they tied my legs around t heir wristso 

Oh Great Spirit thank you for changing 
me into a clock. 

Constantine Torkopolous 
Grade 6 - Room 12 

WARREN PARK 

On Wednesday, March 10, we went to Warren 
Parko We went trdcking and trappingo I 
went trapping with Mro Nasimoko We fed 
the ducks, too. The other group went with 
Mr. Royle . Afterwards we had hot chocolateo 
Then we went to see if we had caught any
thing, but we hadn'to Then we went to look 
for animal homeso But all we found was a 
squirrel's home and a rabbit's home. Then 
we went back to Mr. Nasimok's school and 
he gave us a book which has animals in ito 

Denise Phillips , 
Grade 3 - Room 7 

.. 



FIELD TRIPS · 

WHAT ARE WE 
STUD'!'ING. W,ll'(NI~c6 
ATCf.!RlST~~S? · t 

! KNOW tl.\'-!i' THEI( 
6ROU6HT V5 OUT I-IERe ... 

OUR SQIOOL 15 0\'Eg('(~J.!OED .• 

. SJ.IE 5AL{5 THIS 15 WHAT 
A FARMER'S FIELD LOOKS 

LIKE IN THE WINTER·~ Sf.IE 
5AL{5 Tf.lE SNOW -INSUI..ATES 
THE SOIL FROM 'THE COLD ... 

MA'<6E WE'RE STVO'fiNG 
FROST SIT~ 

·r LEARNED TAAT l 6Et · 
SICK RIDING ON TWE BUS! 

IF ML{ EARS FALL OFF. 
!' M 60NNA SUE THE 
5~HOOl SOA~D! 

Wt'RE STANDING OUT HERE 
IN 1-115 STUPID FIELD 

FREEZING TO DEATH WHILE 
HE'S INSIDE WATCHIN6 TV ! 



On January 25 we welt ~~.}-~.;i,.ng at War1;e!! Park. When we got there r-<..r . ROJ(:l_e 
told us how to walk with th~ and how to put ~.::i~t:::ll. on and then we went out in 2 groups . 
We put on the snc~'l,~'--ces . 'Ihls took us about 10 rrt.~?Mt:,e..s . ~lhen we got the1n on we 
started out. wr~n we were in pretty deep snow we only sank a little bit . Then 
Mr. Nasil1\0k t old a girl to take off her snowshoes and wa.l k a...'''OIJ,p.Ji . So she did and 
she sank dovm to her kne-.~ and we laughed . We got going again ar.d walked on the 
river. When we got off the river we walked up a hill and I f ell bS!c:kvra.;:ds right 
on my back . T.~en we buil t a snowcastle . When we f inished we each vr:it in it one 
at a time. We asked if we c0uld break it . Mr. Nasimok s aid, "You won't be able 
to do i t ." I cliri!:Oed up it and jumped on it and put a hol e right through it. We 
went back and met the other group . They had a race. After we all had had 
some hot chocolate, we went home by bus. 

Wayne ::...arsen 
Grade 5 - Room 17 

OUR TRIP TO THE SCIENCE CENTRE 

On Monday, February 21, 1977, we left for the Science Centre. We took the 
Eglinton West and the Eglinton Eas-t buses. When we g'ot there, we sat in a big 
circle and then we put our c~ats on a rack . After we did that we went through 
a big hall . It had blue carpeting • . When we got out of that we had to go on 
some escalators to go to the Space Gallery. When we finished with that we went 
for a lecture on magnetism and electricity. The lady told Wayne and Spyros to 
push two magnets together. They couldn't dd it so Sharon and Karen tried it 
and did it, but the lady had turned the magnets around . When we left we went 
to a place where you can try different experiments. The one I liked was when 
you pumped to make the train go around. We had 20 minutes to experiment . After 
that we had lunch and some people bought souvenirs to take home with them. Then 
we went to the Science Arcade . When we got there I tried peddling and this made 
my picture come up on a screen. A lot of us saw an experiment with electricity. 
A girl touched a metal ball . When the electric current came through, her hair 
stood on end. There were lots of other interesting experiments. At 2:15 p.m. 
we had to get our coats and go home. I hope to go there again. 

THANKS 

Paul Cadieux 
Grade 5 - Room 17 

.. 

The Staff at Dennis Avenue wishes to thank Dave of the I.M. C. for the 

excellent job he did of producing our Newslet ter cover . 

.< 


