
MICROFORMS 
 
Microform is a generic term for highly reduced photographic copies of text and/or images, usually 
stored on a translucent medium such as microfiche cards or microfilm reels. Microforms require 
reader-printer machinery in order to read and print out hard copies.   
 
All microform material held at the Toronto Reference Library can be searched in the library’s 
online catalogue.   
 
The Toronto Reference Library has reproduced some of its original but fragile material on 
microform. In this case, the library prefers researchers to begin their search with the microform 
copy.  
 
 
Canadian Institute for Historical Microreproductions (CIHM) 
 
The library has purchased commercially-produced microfiche and microfilm for titles that are 
otherwise unavailable, or that would require extensive storage space. Examples of microform 
material held in the library would be older issues of Canadian newspapers, unpublished theses 
from Canadian Universities, government documents, out-of print titles not owned by the library 
and unique, fragile historical documents that are not otherwise available in Toronto Area libraries. 
Many of these materials have been produced by the Canadian Institute for Historical 
Microreproductions (CIHM). This Institute was established to preserve early printed Canadian 
material on microform. The coverage of the collection spans more than three centuries of 
Canadian development. It covers a wide variety of scholarly disciplines. The Toronto Reference 
Library has a complete collection of CIHM microfiche. All CIHM documents are searchable in the 
Library’s online catalogue. 
 
Of interest to researchers in early Canadian businesses are annual reports, minutes, by-laws and 
related company documents from early Canadian companies. Examples of the companies 
represented are The Upper Canada Mining Company, The Quebec and Richmond Railroad 
Company, and the Vancouver Board of Trade. The collection is fully searchable on  the library 
catalogue.   
 
Researchers can also access the collection by searching the Early Canadiana Online site at 
www.Canadiana.org/ECO  
  
The following are examples of CIHM microfiche titles: 
 
Boyd’s Combined Business Directory for 1875-6 Containing an Alphabetical List of all the 

Merchants, Manufacturers, Tradesmen, etc. of Montreal, Toronto, Hamilton, Ottawa, London 
& Kingston Arranged Under Their Proper Headings, Also, a Complete Appendix of the 
Government Historical Sketch of Each City, etc. Montreal: W. Boyd, 1975. 

 FILM F CIHM 03714 
 
Lovell’s Commercial Compendium for 1900. Montreal: J. Lovell, 1900. 

FILM F CIHM 25587 
 
Sessional Papers Relating to the Canadian Pacific Railway 1883-84.  Ottawa: Maclean, Roger, 

1884. 
FILM F CIHM 16127 
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Newspapers 
 
The library holds more than 4,500 volumes of original newspapers. These include Toronto 
newspapers from the 18th century to the present. Most early titles are available in microfilm. 
Original papers are only available when there is no microfilm copy. Original newspapers must be 
examined in Marilyn & Charles Baillie Special Collections Centre. Microfilm copies are available 
in the Toronto Star Newspaper Room.   
 
An example of an early newspaper, retained on microfilm, is as follows: 
 
Toronto Telegram.  Toronto: s.n.  1876-1971. 
 
 
Architectural Index for Ontario: Archindont 
 
The Architectural Index for Ontario: Archindont is composed of 3 parts. One part is on microfiche.   
 
 
Canadian Theses on Microfiche 
 
The library has a significant collection of Canadian theses that covers all disciplines, including 
business and economics. 
 
This collection is searchable in the library catalogue by title, author, and subject. 
 
An example of a Canadian thesis on a Canadian business topic is as follows: 
 
Jones, John Colin Henry.  “Competition in the Canadian Beer Industry.”  D.Phil., Queen’s 
University, 1965. 
FILM J775 
 
 
 
 
 


