
ELECTRONIC RESOURCES 
 
Toronto Public Library subscribes to many electronic journals and magazines.  These databases 
are available at all Toronto Public Library branches, and via remote access with a valid TPL card. 
Articles may be emailed or printed. As well, we maintain a subject directory of Recommended 
Websites on many subject, including companies. Search by company name, industry or 
executive’s name.  
 
 
Company Websites  
 
Historical information about older Canadian companies may be found right on their web sites. 
 
 
Canadian Business and Current Affairs (CBCA) 
 
Full text articles on current events, business, education, science, medicine, arts, law, academia, 
and lifestyles are available in this database. The publication date range is from 1982 to the 
present.  
 
Most articles appear in full text; while some are abstracted only. One such example is Globe and 
Mail articles. For full text Globe and Mail articles, use Toronto Public Library’s CPI.Q or Canadian 
Newsstand databases. 
 
 
Canadian Newsstand Major Dailies 
 
Full text access to approximately 89 Canadian news sources from Canada’s leading newspaper 
publishers. Full text articles from major Canadian newspapers from Calgary, Edmonton, Halifax, 
Hamilton, Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto and Vancouver, plus transcripts of national news broadcasts 
from CBC and CTV are available. Coverage of the database varies.  
 
 
Canadian Periodical Index (CPI.Q) 
 
CPI.Q indexes nearly 700 Canadian periodicals, approximately 240 of which are full-text. The 
database includes current periodical articles integrated with Canadian biographies, company 
profiles, historical information and many other types of information, covering a broad range of 
subjects related to Canada. Indexing is from 1988 to present, with full-text articles indexed from 
1995 to the present.  
 
 
Globe and Mail Historical Newspaper Archive 
 
The Globe and Mail, Canada’s Heritage From 1844 is the electronic full –page newspaper archive 
of the Globe and Mail from 1844.  It Includes news stories, editorials and thousands of images 
such as advertisements, classifieds, political art, births, marriage and death notices.  Results are 
displayed as images (photographs) of an entire newspaper page.  
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FIND YOUR WAY: History and Genealogy 
 
FIND YOUR WAY: History and Genealogy is a Toronto Public Library landing page dedicated to 
historical and current information. To find information about the city of Toronto and its 
neighbourhoods, click on Local History and then Toronto History, and then Toronto City 
Directories. The Toronto History page brings together a wide variety of resources, which includes 
a link to the Digital Archive (see chapter 4).  
 
 
SEDAR:  
http://www.sedar.com 
 
SEDAR is the official website that provides access to most public securities documents and 
information filed by public companies and investment funds with the Canadian Securities 
Administrators (CSA) in the SEDAR filing system. SEDAR is a web site that is available free on 
the Internet. Filing with SEDAR began in January 1, 1997, and is now mandatory for most 
reporting issuers in Canada. Annual Reports are included in these filings. A brief history of a 
company may be included in its annual report.        
 
 
Toronto Star Historical Newspaper Archive 
 
The Toronto Star – Pages of the Past is a database that allows searches for words and phrases 
in over 30,000 complete issues of the newspaper from 1894 to 2008. The database displays 
images of the newspapers as they were originally published, including news stories, editorials, 
photographs, advertisements, classifieds and birth, marriage and death notices.  
 
 
DIGITAL ARCHIVE 
 
The Digital Archive contains digitized images from the Library’s collections. It’s available through 
the Library’s website, via the link to Books, Video, Research & More. Several text-only databases 

are also included. It includes rare historical pictures, maps, manuscripts, and ephemera (such as 

postcards and souvenir pictures), as well as digitized atlases, books, and directories. The content 
is primarily related to Toronto, although there are also some 4,000 pictorial images from across 
Ontario. All of the images are individually described and full text searching is available for the 
book materials. Each image has been indexed by the city or town and for Toronto materials, also 
by region name and neighbourhood name. 
 
Contents are organized into over half-a-dozen databases that can be searched individually: atlas 
books, atlas pages, local history books, local history pages, maps, pictures, postcards, souvenir 
pictures, Toronto city directory books, Toronto neighbourhood and region names, York minutes 
transcription, York and Toronto city directories pages and North York History index. 
 
 
Early Canadiana Online 
 

This database is a digital library of books, magazines and government documents about Canada 
from the time of the first European settlers up to the early 20th century. It was produced by the 
Canadian Institute for Historical Microreproductions (CIHM), a non-profit organization for 
preserving and providing access to early Canadian publications, originally on microfiche, now on-
line. The Toronto Public Library has been a member of this organization since its beginning in 
1978, and the library’s extensive collection of Canadiana has been a source of original material 
for CIHM. Early Canadiana Online provides access to about several thousand books relating to 
Canada. More items are being added as they become digitized.  

http://www.sedar.com/

