
MAGAZINES AND THEIR INDEXES 
 
Companies are often mentioned in magazine and newspaper articles if the companies have done 
something newsworthy. The following print sources include indexes in print, manual card indexes, 
and other sources. The time frame reflected in this material dates back to 1857. These sources 
are available at the Toronto Reference Library. Newspaper articles will be mentioned sporadically  
as most of them are available through Toronto Public Library’s online resources.  
 
 
Library’s Website 
 
Prominent companies that have a long-standing history, such as the Hudson’s Bay Company, 
may even produce their own magazine. Search in the Toronto Public Library’s online catalogue 
using the company’s name and the industry in which the company is involved, e.g. fur trade 
Canada or by subject, e.g. gas companies Canada. 
 
 
Periodical Indexes   
 
Often the sources available in the library about the older Canadian companies are not found in 
the library’s online catalogue, or information about them is incomplete. In the case of an obscure 
and/or defunct Canadian company, the print indexes to periodical articles can be used.  
 
The following are the major periodical indexes available in print:  
 
Applied Science and Technology Index (1958 – 2006) 
 
Formerly known as The Industrial Arts Index, this American periodical index lists articles on 
engineering, technology and industrial arts. The index provides information about Canadian 
companies and/or Canadian industry. Like most of the indices, this one is organized 
alphabetically by the subject headings, then geographically by country, state/province, and city (if 
available). Each record contains the article title, magazine title, etc. Some of them might have a 
See notation and/or See Also notation. In addition, the index includes the master index such as 
the List of Periodicals Indexed.  
 
 
Business Article Index (manual card index) 
 
This is one of the most important sources for researching older Canadian companies. It is a pre – 
1965 card index to Canadian industries organized by subject heading as well as alphabetical by 
Firms and Product.  
 
The index is divided into three sections. The first part is organized by subject headings. A 
company name and/or last name of an individual professionally connected to a company may 
also be indexed.  
 
The second section is organized by Firms and by Product. The Firms section includes information 
about old Canadian companies. The companies are listed alphabetically - the citation being 
written on a card. For example:  
            
 

 1. Firms index 
           Steel Co. of Canada Ltd.  
           “Steel stocks low, but may go lower.” Fin. Times of Can. 55:23 Nov 7/66 
           “Harold Melvin Griffith, president.” Fin Post Apr 30/66 
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            2. Product Index 
Lumber industry and trade – Canada 
Development and trade in Can. lumber industry 
“Timber of Can. 3: May 43 : 13 

 
3. Fur Trade – Canada 

  C.W. Martin transfers seal-processing to Martin-Schnaufner, Toronto. 
Marketing 54 : 12, Mar.19, 1949. 

 
The third section is organized alphabetically by periodical title. This source provides the names of 
the companies, firms, and government agencies found in a specific magazine. Dates are not 
provided. For example:  

Farm Source News: British Columbia Electric Railway Co. (Vancouver) 
The Courier: Monarch Life Assurance. Winnipeg 
Contracts: T. Eaton Co. Ltd. Winnipeg  

 
 
Business Periodical Index (1958 – 2001)  
 
This is an American index with a focus on business and industry subjects, including citations 
about Canadian companies and/or industries. As with most indexes, it is organized by subject, 
then alphabetically by country name, province, state, or city. It includes the master index, called 
“Periodicals Indexed”, as well as “Abbreviations of Periodicals Indexed”. The index provides a 
Sample Entry as well. 
 
 
Canadian Business and Technical Index (1959 - 1962) 
 
This is an index prepared and published by The Toronto Public Library. 
Similar to other indexes, this too is organized alphabetically by subject and geography. Additional 
references (See and See Also) are provided as well. 
 
 
Sample subject: “Steel” 
Subheadings: construction, metallurgy, structural, etc. 
See also: Bridges, corrosion, iron, etc. 
Companies: Steel Company of Canada Limited 
 
The companies may be listed under a subject heading, or alphabetically by their names, for 
example: Steelman Gas Limited, Steinberg’s Limited, Stein-Hall Limited, Stephens-Adamson 
Manufacturing Company of Canada Limited, etc. Brief information about a company is provided, 
such as a new partnership, new manager’s or president’s name. A magazine citation follows. 
 
 
The Industrial Arts Index: Subject Index to a Selected List of Engineering, Trade and 
Business Periodicals, Books and Pamphlets with a List of Important Technical Societies 
(1926 – 1957) 
 
This American Index provides information about Canadian companies and/or Canadian 
industries. It is organized alphabetically by the subject headings, then geographically by a 
country, state/province, and a city. The first section is the master index, called List of Periodicals 
Indexed. The Toronto Reference Library retained 66 of the listed titles. Among the titles listed by 
this index are Canadian Chemistry and Metallurgy, Canadian Engineer, Canadian Mining Journal, 
and others.  
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Nineteenth-Century Reader’s Guide to Periodical Literature (1890 – 1922) 
 
Although this is an American source, it lists Canadian companies such as the Hudson’s Bay 
Company. This is an author, subject and illustrator index to material in 51 periodicals. 
 
 
Reader’s Guide to Periodical Literature: An Author and Subject Index (1901- ) 
 
This is a cumulative author-subject index to English language periodicals of general interest. The 
main body of the index consists of author and subject entries in periodical articles arranged in one 
alphabetical order. In addition there is a listing of citations to book reviews following the main 
body of the index. 
 
 
Reader’s Guide to Periodical Literature, Supplement (1907 – 1955) 
 
See above. 
 
 
Additional Sources   
 
The following are additional sources of information useful in researching older Canadian 
companies: 
 
 
Canadian Trade Catalogue (card catalogue) available in the Marilyn & Charles Baillie Special 
Collections Centre.  
 
The catalogue is organized by subject and provides information about companies. For example, a 
card with a subject heading “Building Materials” provides information on Anglin-Norcross Ltd., 
Toronto.  
 
Companies may be listed under their name, such as Mathews Conveyor Co. Ltd., Port Hope. For 
instance, “Catalogue 856. Nov. 1958”.  “Catalogue” refers to the Canadian Trade Catalogue 
available in the Special Collections Department. 
         
 
Toronto Directory (1873 - ) available in the Special Collections Department. Reprints are 
available in the Humanities and Social Sciences Department. 
910.7135 T39  
The directory provides an alphabetical listing of individuals (including the person’s occupation) 
and the companies. In addition, the company’s address is listed, a name of a person in charge, 
along with his title and the year the company was established. For example: 
 
TORONTO SHIRT COMPANY, J.W. Gale, Proprietor, 1 Adelaide West. 
 
 
Miscellaneous Directory (available in the Special Collections Department) 
 
This is a listing of banks, companies, and clubs, etc. They are organized by categories, such as 
Canals, Railways, Steamboats, Telegraphs, Mercantile, Building, Poultry, etc. 
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The New York Times Index 
 
This American newspaper index is organized in the same way as all other indexes. It lists articles 
about Canadian companies. For example, an article about the Hudson’s Bay Company is listed in 
1889 edition of this index. The title of the article is Hudson’s Bay: Moose River Route to James’s 
Bay Surveyed. It was published on October 15. 
 
Business Department.  Newspaper Clippings and Pamphlets, Pre-1978. Toronto:  Metropolitan 
Toronto Library Board. 
338.74097, Film F M59481.   
The Business, Science & Technology Department’s collection of newspaper clippings and 
pamphlets on Canadian companies was microfiched in the 1980s. It consists of five drawers of 
microfiche filed alphabetically by company name. Descriptive histories of companies date from 
the 1970’s back to the 1800’s.    
 
The Newcomen Society is a British Learned Society founded in 1920 to study the history of 
engineering and technology. It is named after the father of the Industrial Revolution, Thomas 
Newcomen, inventor of the steam engine. The American branch was established in 1923 and is 
now a separate, non-profit, business educational foundation for “the study and recognition of 
achievement in American business and the society it serves”. Over the past 82 years, the 
Newcomen Society has documented the history of nearly 1600 organizations, some of which are 
Canadian. Histories of Canadian companies have been marked in the Indexes and the 
publications have been indexed by author and subject. The publications, formerly Newcomen 
Address, is continued by Newcomen Publication.    
 
Newcomen Society of the United States, The. Index of Publications. 1933-1979. New York: The 
Society. 
338.74  N2658 Index 
Toronto Reference Library’s holdings: 1st supplement, 1970-1973 and 2nd supplement, 1974-
1979. 
 
Newcomen Society in North America. Report to the Membership, 1959-1962: Index of 
Publications. New York: Newcomen Society in North America, 1962. 
 
 
             


