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A SUMMARY OF THE HISTORY OF THE CITY OF YORK 

York Township began its existence under Ontario's current 
municipal system in 1850. This system was established in 
1849, under the Municipal Corporations Act of Honourable 
Robert Baldwin. "York Township and its peninsula" formed 
one of the townships on the north shore of Lake Ontario. 
It was laid out in 1793 under the direction of John Graves 
Simcoe, the First Lieutenant Governor of "Upper Canada", 
now known as the Province of Ontario. 

The township extended from Scarborough to the Humber River 
and north from the Lakeshore to Vaughan and Markham. In 
1793 on the lakeshore near the mouth of the Don River, a 
p lot of thirty acres was set out for the Town of York. 
Simcoe moved the provincial seat of government to the Town 
of York from Newark, now Niagara. Located in York Township, 
the town plot was bounded on the north by Duchess Street, on 
the west by George Street, and on the east by Berkeley Street. 

Throughout the years the City of Toronto annexed many sectlons 
of the original Township of York. Other sections were 
incorporated as towns, villages and townships. Of these onl y 
the Borough of East York and the City of North York remain as 
incorporated municipalities today. 

One of the sections that formed into a village in 1851 was 
Weston , which later became a Town. In 1967 the Town of Weston 
and the Township of York were joined together to form the 
Borough of York. On June 9 1983, Lieutenant Governor J. Aird 
signed an order in Council giving the Borough of York City 
status, effective July 1 1983. 
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YORK COMMUNITY PROFILE 

I n 1787 Metropolitan Toronto was purchased for about Sc an 
acre ..•.... an unbelievable bargain by today's standards!! 
More than just land prices have changed over York's 200 year 
history. The City of York has proven itself to be an enduring 
dynamic community with a special ability to adapt to changes, 
all kinds of changes! 

Nestled along the eastern shore of the picturesque Humber River, 
York has evolved from the largest to one of the smallest 
municipalities in Metro Toronto. Largely rural in its 
early days, York was one of the first Metro area communities 
to industrialize with the establishment of water-powered mills 
along the Humber's water course. York nurtured its early, 
small town attributes while developing into a modern urban 
landform. 

Originally settled b y British immigrants, York's population 
of 134,000 is now ethnically a n d culturally rich. Our di versity 
is clearly demonstrated by the broad range and international 
flavour of shops and services available throughout York's 
neighbourhoods. 

York's housing options are as mixed as its population, 
accommodating every income level and architectural taste. 
Considered one of the few communities in Metro that still 
offers affordable housing, York boasts attractive, well
maintained homes and apartments in clean, safe neighbourhoods. 
Community life is enhanced by York's parks, libraries, 
community and recreation centres and schools that have something 
to offer for everyone throughout the year. A partner within 
the Metro Federation , York's citizens are assured variety and 
excellen ce in community and regional programs and services. 
Its convenient, central location ensures ease of access to all 
of Metro Toronto's world class facilities, services and every 
destination beyond. 

A haven for the< small entrepreneur and corporate giant alike, 
York is proud to be "home" to many Head Offices and business 
success stories. York's excellent location, transportation 
facilities, skilled and unskilled labour pool , competitive 
hydro and water services, and access to many of North America's 
largest markets contribute to a sure formula for success. 

York is a pleasant surpriSe in Metropolitan Toronto, with a 
future that holds promise ! ! 



THE HUMBER RIVER 

The Humber River is situated at what served as the entrance 
to the heart of America for centuries beyond recorded 
history. Those who controlled the Humber controlled the 
gateways to the west by way of Georgian Bay and to the east 
by Lake Simcoe, to the Ottawa River, for this reason the 
Iroquois established a village of long houses at the 
disembarkation point from which cargoes were carried over 
well-worn trails, today known as Scarlett, Weston and Vaughan 
Roads in the City of York. 

When the French arrived to settle in the early 1600's, they 
built trading posts and a King's mill at a site opposite the 
Indian Village. These structures were destroyed when the 
French withdrew after 1756. 

In 1793 John Graves Simcoe took a journey up the Humber along 
with Augustus Jones, who had the task of carrying out the 
official survey on the initial purchase of the territor y later 
settled by the British. 

At the dawn of the industrial age, the Humber and its tributaries 
provided water power for some twenty-eight mills between what 
is now Bloor Street and the Weston area. Sawmills, gr i nding 
mills and textile mills flourished, and the rich cla y o f the 
Humber Valley was utilized for p o tter y and br i ck- mak i ng. 

By the time steam power and, later, electric power freed 
industry fro m the ri v er banks, Toronto within the "Golden 
Horsesh o e " of Lake Ontario was established as the industrial 
heartland of Ontario. 

Today the Humber Ri ver system is managed b y the Metropo litan 
Toronto and Region Conservati o n Authority. Since Hurricane 
Hazel in 1954, the Conservation Au thority has taken many 
actions to control the river's water flow - repairing dams, 
creating graduated waterfalls and berms, and reinforc i ng 
curves in t h e course with gabion walls. 

Walking paths and bicycle trails have been created adjacent to 
the River's length in park development. Wild life, many gulls, 
doves and songbirds are commonly seen, as well as rabbits and 
hares, muskrats, raccoons, squirrels and foxes and, on 
occasion, deer, bear and wolves. 

In the spr i ng, annual events of whitewater canoeing and 
kayaking take place and the lower reaches of the rive r are 
used for power boating. With the recent installation of eel 
weirs, it is hoped that fishing will once aga i n be~ome popular 
along the Humber. 

Th roughout its histor y , the Humber River has been a main line 
of access and communication. Today it is a vital recreational 
and cultural resou r ce. 
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CITY OF YORK 

INDUSTRIAL OVERVIEW 

The City of York has over 400 industrial firms employing 
between 15 and 16 - thousand people. Many of these employees 
live in the City and work in a diverse range of manufacturing, 
producing a wide assortment of industrial products from new 
paint, cameras, film and fiberglass, to picture tubes, 
aerospace equipment, clothing, hockey sweaters, sports 
equipment, wallets and food products. 

The City's industrial strength lies in its convenient linkages 
to downtown markets and suppliers; its proximity to rail and 
trucking servi~es for long and short distances; and its large 
labour pool contained within the local neighbourhoods. Since 
1971, over $15 million has been invested in new plants, 
expansions and alterations. An additional $14 million in new 
buildings and improvements was initiated in 1985. 

Industry now occupies over 400 acres in the City of York. 
Approximately 50 acres of additional land is available for 
industrial development, with sites ranging from one-half acre 
to 35 acres. 

Recent surveys suggest that the City has been attracting new 
and established small and medium-sized firms. The City is 
addressing the problem of expansion space b y protecting viable 
industrial land; by considering its under-utilized la nds as 
potential sites for new industrial development; by pub l ishi ng 
information about vacant industrial buildings for realtors 
and industry; and, by reviewing the City's policies affecting 
industrial land use regulations with the possibility of making 
t hem better fit the needs of industrialists in terms of 
expansion, renovations and new construction. 



SOCIO-ECONOHIC STATISTICS - CITY OF YORK 

FROH 1981 STATISTICS CANADA DATA 

INCOIIE 

... 

... 

* 

... 

York has the lowest average family income in Metro ($24,966.). While this 
income is lower than the other area municipalities, it remains considerably 
above what Statistics Canada considers low income or living below the 
poverty line. A family of 7 or more is considered living below the poverty 
line if the family income is less than $20,275. 

In the case of single males ($15,076.) and females ($9,390.), York income 
earners also have the lowest average income in Metro, but again it is 
considerably higher than the Statistics Canada low income definition of 
$7,152. 

York does not have the highest incidence of low income in fa milies or in 
unattached individuals. 

York is the only municipality in Metro where blue-collar occupations employ 
the greatest percentage of the local work force. 

UNEifPLOYHENT 

* In 1981, 40% of e mployable males and 4.5% of e mployable females in York 
were unemployed. These figures are not significantly out of line with the 
Metro Toronto a verage of 3.8% males and 4.6% females. 

HOUSING 

* 

* 

* 

* 

York is a mixture of both inner city and suburban life and has the se cond 
highest population densi ty per square kilometer in Metro. 

York offers the lowes t average monthly rent and the lowest a verage value 
of family dwellings in Metro. 

York ' s population is no more transient than that of other Metro munici
palities. 

York has 1,792 senior citizen units. For comparative purposes, East York 
has about 200 senior citizen units. 

CULTURAL 
.. 

* York's community is multi-cultural, with 42.4% of York's population having 
a maternal language other than Engli sh, and 4 7 .9% of York's population 
born outside of canada. 

York has no greater percentage of single parent fa mi lies than any other 
municipality in Metro. 

0 0 0 0 



CITY OF YORK FLAG 

The City of York Flag is green on white with four quadrants. 
There is a symbol in each of the four quadrants that relates back 
to various aspects of the community's history. 

In the first quadrant is the Lion of York, and in the fourth 
quadrant is the White Rose of York. Both of these symbols were 
included on the flag and crest because of their significance to 
York's British heritage. 

The Beaver located in the second quadrant was an integral part of 
York Township's insignia and was therefore included in the 
Borough of York flag. The beaver is reknowned as a symbol of 
industry in Canada, and it has another historical meaning to 
York. Before the British came to settle this area, large 
quantities of beaver pelts were transported along the Humber 
River each season and this fur trade continued to flourish during 
the early days of the colony. 

The Dove in the third quadrant of the flag was an important 
symbol for the historic Town of Weston. When the Town of Weston 
and the Township of York were incorporated as one municipality in 
1967, a significant remembrance of the Town of Weston was 
included into the new community, the Borough of York, and its 
flag. 

The City of York's flag remains unchanged from 1967 and proudly 
flies at all York facilities. It is also located in the Council 
Chambers, Mayor's Office and the City Clerk's Office. 

" 



THE CITY OF YORK'S CREST 

The City of York was the first YORK and as such is the oldest 
municipality in Metropolitan Toronto. York began as a rural 
township in 1793, developed into a borough in 1967 and moved 
forward to City status in 1983. 

The City of York's Crest is a shield, surrounded by a wreath of 
maple and oak leaves and the White Rose of York. In the four 
quarters of the shield are: the Lion of York; the White Rose of 
York; the beaver and the dove of peace. The dove and the beaver 
were co-opted in 1967 from the former Town of Weston and the 
Township of York, respectively, to create a new crest for the 
then Borough of York. 

Originally settled by British immigrants, York's population of 
just over 134,000 is now culturally rich. One of the smaller 
partners within the Metropolitan Toronto federation, York's 
central location ensures easy access to a broad range of world 
class facilities, goods and services. York has proven itself as 
an enduring , dynamic community with a special ability to adapt 
to changes and meet the challenges before it. 

.. 
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