
 

 

More about Pericles 
 

 

Speaker’s Choice: Suggested by Dr. Philippa Sheppard 
 
Reading:  
The Secular Scripture: A Study of the Structure of Romance by Northrop Frye.  Tokyo: Hosei 
UP, 1999. 
 
Viewing:   
Pericles Prince of Tyre [DVD]. BBC TV, 1984  Directed by David Jones. Performed by Mike 
Gwilym, Juliet Stevenson.  
 

 
 

Pericles 
William Shakespeare's Pericles     Audiobook CD   Audio Partners Publishing Corp 2003   
Cast: Sir John Gielgud (Gower), Nigel Terry (Pericles), Stella Gonet (Thaisa), Julie Cox (Marina), with others. 
Pericles, Prince of Tyre, undergoes a tyrant’s fury, storm, and shipwreck. He wins love and suffers loss, but 
what is lost may also be found. 
 

Pericles by William Shakespeare    Arden Shakespeare, 2004. 
Controversy has surrounded Pericles for centuries, due to the fact that critics and editors have argued that 
much of the play was written between 1607 and 1608 by one of Shakespeare's inferior collaborators, and that 
it shows in both its style and content. However, Shakespeare was clearly the driving force behind the play, and 
it is important to remember that it was one of the most popular plays of its time. 
 

Confessio amantis, or, Tales of the seven deadly sins 1393 by John Gower 
This eBook can be accessed online or from the internet via Google's Project Gutenberg 
Project Gutenberg, 2008. "Based on that edition published in The works of John Gower, ed. Prof. G.C. 
Macauley." Gower’s poem is said to have been part of the inspiration for the plot of Pericles. 
 
Shakespeare : the Late Plays  by Kate Aughterson. Palgrave Macmillan, 2013.  
Through detailed analyses of key passages, Kate Aughterson shows how these plays portray a world of political 
intrigue, familial chaos and crisis, which teeters continually into tragedy: a world we can recognise today. 
 
 



 

 

Shakespeare: 
 Shakespeare and Co.: Christopher Marlowe, Thomas Dekker, Ben Jonson, Thomas Middleton, John Fletcher, 

and the Other Players in his Story by Stanley Wells.  Allen Lane, 2006.  A thorough yet 
enjoyable examination of the Bard’s various competitors and collaborators written by one of 
the greatest Shakespeare scholars. 

 

Shakespeare and Son: A Journey in Writing and Grieving by Keverne Smith.  Praeger, 2011.  
The first full-length study to explore the possible effects of the death of his only son, Hamnet, 
this book approaches Shakespeare's works in light of the psychology of grief, combining 
psychological insights with literary analysis. 
 

 
Related Reading: 
Collecting Shakespeare : the Story of Henry and Emily Folger by Stephen H. Grant. 
Johns Hopkins University Press, 2014. In Collecting Shakespeare, Stephen H. Grant recounts the American 
success story of Henry and Emily Folger of Brooklyn, a couple who were devoted to each other, in love with 
Shakespeare, and bitten by the collecting bug. 

 
Pericles of Athens by Vincent Azoulay.  Princeton University Press, 2014. 
Pericles of Athens is the first book in more than two decades to reassess the life and legacy of 
one of the greatest generals, orators, and statesmen of the classical world. This collection 
serves as a comprehensive introduction for the general reader, the greatest and perhaps the 
last in the line of great introductions to Shakespeare written by such luminaries as Samuel 
Johnson and Samuel Taylor Coleridge. 
 

At the Bottom of Shakespeare's Ocean by Steve Mentz. Continuum, 2009. 
 We need a poetic history of the ocean, and Shakespeare can help us find one. There's more real salt in the 
plays than we might expect including a chapter on Fishing: Pericles. 
 
Go Digital: 
Shakespeare  Collection.  Full-text electronic database from Gale Publishing, including The Arden Shakespeare, 
criticism, performance, literary and interdisciplinary journals.  Remote access available through the Toronto 
Public Library website. http://www.tpl.ca/ or directly: http://bit.ly/XPft3b  [TPL library card required to login.] 

 

Shakespeare the Bard's Guide to Abuses and Affronts. by Running Press 2014. Available in eBook 
format from the Toronto Public Library via OverDrive. http://bit.ly/1Kf7XWs [TPL library card required 
to login.]  Presenting a most civilized way to silence boors, deflect rudeness, and chide churlish lovers: 
Our mini book of insults culled from the dramatic works of English literature's most gifted wordsmith. 

http://www.tpl.ca/
http://bit.ly/XPft3b

