
 

 

More about Love’s Labour’s Lost 
 

Speaker’s Choice: Suggested by Dr. Vivian Rakoff 
Reading: 
Love's Labour's Lost by William Shakespeare, and edited by H.R. Woudhuysen. Arden Shakespeare, 1998.  
 
Love's Labour's Lost [Audiobook]. CBC Audio, 2006. A vintage archival recording produced by CBC in 1950 with 
performances by Lister Sinclair et al. 

 
Viewing: 
Love’s Labor’s Lost [DVD]. Ambrose Video Publishing, 2000. The BBC version of 
Shakespeare’s comedy is widely regarded as an authoritative film adaptation.  
 
Love’s Labour’s Lost [VHS]. British Broadcasting Corp., 1984. Novelist and Editor Emma 
Tennant presents a personal view of Shakespeare’s play, placing it in its historical 
context and showing its relevance to modern audiences. 

 

 
Love’s Labour’s Lost 
 
Love’s Labor’s Lost: An Annotated Bibliography by Anna Carey and Nancy Harvey. Garland Pub, 1984. An 
essential resource for students, teachers, and connoisseurs. This annotated bibliography presents secondary 
sources on the following subjects: criticism; sources; dating; textual studies; bibliographies, concordances, 
dictionaries and listings; editions; stage history and recordings; adaptations, influence, and synopses.  
 
Love's Labour's Lost: Original Cast Recording by Michael Friedman, Alex Timbers and William Shakespeare [CD]. 
Ghostlight Records, 2014. A faithful musical adaptation of Shakespeare’s comedy set in contemporary times. 
 
“Love and Artifice in Love's Labor's Lost, and Much Ado About Nothing.” Lecture 5 in Shakespeare: The Word 
and the Action [DVD]. Teaching Co., 2003. As part of the Great Courses series, Peter Saccio delivers a lecture 
on the conventions of speech and action that Shakespeare used in his play, Love’s Labour’s Lost. 
 
Shakespearean Metadrama by James Calderwood. University of Minneapolis Press, 1971. A study of Love’s 
Labour’s Lost, focusing on the durability of theatrical art and how speech can become a substitute for action. 
 
The Great Feast of Language In Love's Labour's Lost by William Carroll. Princeton University Press, 1976. An in-
depth study of the ways in which language is used and abused in the play.  



 

 

Shakespeare: 
The Life of William Shakespeare: a Critical Biography by Lois Potter.  Wiley-Blackwell, 2012. 
Explores Shakespeare’s life and works, emphasizing the literary and theatrical influences that 
shaped them. 
 
Shakespeare’s Face by Stephanie Nolan. A.A. Knopf Canada, 2002. An engaging account of the 
efforts to authenticate a Canadian owned, Elizabethan-era portrait of Shakespeare, 
encompassing a combination of art history, literary scholarship and investigative journalism.  
 

 
Related Reading: 

 
The Princess by Alfred Tennyson. A poem inspired by Shakespeare’s Love’s Labour’s Lost 
(Lang, 2014). Set in the 1800s, Princess Ida founds a women’s university in which men are 
forbidden to enter and where women are taught the values of female empowerment, 
mutual respect, and equal treatment between the sexes. When the man she was betrothed 
to as a child sneaks into the university with his friends, disguised as women and hoping to 
win her heart, chaos and war ensues. 

Reference 
Lang, A. (2014). 1842–1848—The Princess. In Alfred Tennyson (Chapter IV). London: William Blackwood & Sons. 

 
Princess Ida by Gilbert and Sullivan. A comic opera based on Tennyson’s Princess, which in 
turn was inspired by Shakespeare’s Love’s Labour’s Lost.  
 
The Princess of France (La Princesa de Francia) [DVD]. Portable Films, 2014. Directed by 
Matías Piñeiro. After death of his father, Victor returns to Buenos Aires from Mexico in an 
attempt to rekindle his artistic pursuits and to resist his prior romantic involvements. As he 
mounts a radio production of Love’s Labour’s Lost, reality begins to mirror fantasy. 

 
Go Digital: 
Shakespeare  Collection.  Full-text electronic database from Gale Publishing, including The Arden Shakespeare, 
criticism, performance, literary and interdisciplinary journals.  Remote access available through the Toronto 
Public Library website. http://www.tpl.ca/ or directly: http://bit.ly/XPft3b  [TPL library card required to login.] 
 
Shakespeare the bard's guide to abuses and affronts. by Running Press 2014. Available in eBook format 
from the Toronto Public Library via OverDrive. http://bit.ly/1Kf7XWs [TPL library card required to login.]  
Presenting a most civilized way to silence boors, deflect rudeness, and chide churlish lovers: Our mini 
book of insults culled from the dramatic works of English literature's most gifted wordsmith. 
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